
GREEN ISLANDS 

Vol. 67 No. 6 / NOV-DEC ’26 

Summit Metro Parks Bi-Monthly Magazine 

ON THE INSIDE 

page 4  DISCOVER 

The Joy of Music 

page 8  EXPLORE 

Programs and Events 

page 17  ENJOY 

Connect, and Making a Lasting Impact 

Our parks are like green islands in an urban landscape. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Maple Leaf Gifts 
You’ll Pollute Your Eye Out, Kid! 
The Joy of Music 
Programs & Events 
Connect, and Make a Lasting Impact 
SMP Foundation Donor Listing 

 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

Herb Newman  Chair 

Joel D. Bailey 
S. Theresa Carter 

Jill M. Stritch 

Rev. Dr. Curtis T. Walker Sr. 

The park district’s governing body is appointed by the 

Summit County Probate Judge. Commissioners serve 

overlapping three-year terms and are assisted by the 

executive director, who oversees the work of full-time 

and part-time employees, seasonal workers and 
volunteers. 

Lisa M. King  Executive Director 

EDITORS 

Claire Merrick  Marketing & Public Relations Manager 

Victoria Putnam  Community Engagement Manager 

Lindsay Smith  Chief of Marketing & Communications 

DESIGN & ART DIRECTION 

John DiNicola  Graphic Designer 

Karl Simonson  Graphic Designer 

Summit Metro Parks 

975 Treaty Line Rd., Akron, OH 44313-5837 

Administrative Offices: 330-867-5511 

F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm: 330-865-8065 

Liberty Park Nature Center: 330-487-0493 
Summit Lake Nature Center: 330-864-8431 

Seasonal Information: 330-865-8060 

Volunteer Information: 330-865-8047 

summitmetroparks.org 

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY: 

Dan Baechle • Rob Blair • Jackie Boesinger-Meredyk • 

Christy Counterman • Vincent Cucuzza • Mike 

Droppleman • Nate Eppink • Katelyn Freil • Randy 
Herman • Tami Hill • Tim Hite • Erin Krumpe • Kevin 

Lanterman • Jennie Levy • Terri Pouliot • JJ Prekop Jr. • 

Karl Simonson • Sheila Stransky • Rob Vaughn • Rachel 

Whinnery • Robert Wilkinson 

This magazine is mailed free of charge to Summit 

County residents. To join the mailing list, send your 

name and mailing address to 
marketing@summitmetroparks.org or call 330-867-5511. 

Green Islands can be downloaded online: 

summitmetroparks.org 

copyright 2026 Summit Metro Parks 

Your Metro Parks are funded by a small Summit County 
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MAPLE LEAF GIFTS 

A Gift for Everyone on Your List 

‘Tis the season to shop Maple Leaf Gifts! With Summit 
Metro Parks branded apparel and gear, along with 

nature-themed items for all ages, you can find something 

for everyone on your list. Shop local and enjoy a unique 

gift from Maple Leaf Gifts — conveniently located inside 

the visitors center at F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm in 

Akron and online at bit.ly/MapleLeafGifts. 
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DISCOVER YOUR BACK YARD Section 

YOU’LL POLLUTE YOUR EYE OUT, KID! 

By Brendan Tisch, Interpretive Naturalist 

Want to celebrate the holidays with your friends and 

family, but worried about your carbon footprint? 

No one is saying you should stay home alone for the 

holidays, but planning your travel (when able) is one of 

the best ways to shrink your carbon footprint. When 
choosing between planes, trains and automobiles, you 

might be surprised to find a car trip can be more efficient 

than taking a plane. Planes use more fuel per minute 

taking off and climbing than at any other stage of the 

flight. By cutting out short-haul flights and layovers, you 

can save your air miles for longer, more eco-friendly 

trips. For trips closer to 200 miles where the option is 
available, nothing is more efficient than taking the “polar 

express.” On average, trains produce roughly 6.5 times 

less carbon dioxide than planes for the same trip. 

However you choose to travel, you can check your 

carbon footprint with an online calculator to learn more 

about the impact of different transportation options. 

Want to learn more ways to navigate the holiday season 

with the environment in mind? Read the extended article 

on summitmetroparks.org or attend one of our programs 

on sustainability. 
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THE JOY OF MUSIC 

Celebrating 25 Years of the Metro Parks Ensemble 

By Kara Herman, Marketing Assistant 

All the world’s a stage, and these musicians are not 

merely players. The Metro Parks Ensemble is thought to 

be the only volunteer band affiliated with a park district in 
the country. In 2026, the group is celebrating its 25th 

anniversary of bringing music to Summit Metro Parks. 

In December 2000, SMP naturalists hosted a traditional 

Holiday Sing-Along program at Firestone Metro Park. As 

with many Ohio winters, the weather did not cooperate, 

and a blizzard drove away the attendees. The only 

people who showed up were the volunteers — Bill 

Wilkerson and his sons, John and Paul.  

Though they did not have an audience that night, the 

conversation that followed would mark the beginning of 

entertaining thousands in the Metro Parks for years to 

come. They had an idea — instead of playing cassette 

tapes, what if they could get a live band together? 

The Wilkersons were worried it would be difficult to find 

musicians, but by the following year’s Holiday Sing-
Along, they had assembled a 10-piece band with all 

kinds of instruments: brass, strings, woodwinds — even 

a banjo! With only one rehearsal before the show, the 

band was a hit, and the Metro Parks Ensemble was born 

in 2001. 

As the Ensemble has grown over the years, so has its 

repertoire. From classic rock to patriotic marches, 

Broadway hits to kids tunes, there’s something for 



everyone. Concerts are performed outdoors in your 

Metro Parks on select Tuesdays at 7 p.m. from the last 

week in May through mid-September. 

Throughout the years, they’ve featured many fun 
additions, such as naturalist displays, Friends of Metro 

Parks serving dessert, a barbershop quartet, audience 

participation, mascot appearances and pop-up gift 

shops. In 2022, Cycling Without Age — a program that 

features accessible trishaw bike rides — was added to 

concerts at Munroe Falls Metro Park. Recently, the 

Ensemble has seen increased popularity, drawing 

around 2,000 attendees each season. 

Paul Wilkerson, who now directs the band, likens the 

experience on a Tuesday evening to one of their favorite 

songs to play, Louis Armstrong’s “What a Wonderful 

World.” He says, “There's so much to enjoy and 

appreciate out in the parks, not just the natural world, but 

families you come across … joy in the moment.” 

Today, the Ensemble is made up of 40 musicians — 

some of whom have been around since the very 
beginning. Each has a unique story about why they play. 

Many are retirees who are picking up their instruments 

for the first time since high school. Others have had a 

lifelong love of music and are in many community bands. 

Trombonist Kathy Jesser plays in memory of her son, 

Timmy J., who was a music performance major at 

Otterbein University. She shares, “When I joined the 
band … I picked up this trombone, I just sat there crying. 

I’m blowing hot air into this instrument my son played for 

years. It brought such immense joy to my soul … I can 

honor him.” 

It’s true that music brings people together. Kathy feels 

her fellow musicians are some of the nicest people she’s 

met; they support and care for each other. 

Reflecting on the 25 years of the Ensemble, Paul shares 
his favorite part: “It’s the joy that you see in people’s 

faces, the smiles, the foot taps, getting people engaged 

in the music … both the audience and the group. When 

we’re having fun and it shows, the audience will too.” 

ENJOY A HOLIDAY CONCERT BY THE METRO 

PARKS ENSEMBLE. 

Saturday, November 14  

7 p.m.  

Akron Children’s Hospital Holiday Tree Festival,  

John S. Knight Center 

Sunday, December 13 

2-3 p.m. 

CV / Himelright Lodge 

1212 Cuyahoga St., Akron 
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CONNECT, AND MAKE A LASTING IMPACT 

By Jen M. Harvey, Chief of Philanthropy 

Summit County has extensive multipurpose greenways 

that serve as recreational travel ways in natural settings. 

Connections to the greenways are vital because they 

transform individual trails into cohesive, continuous 
networks and become another way to enjoy nature. 

Connecting people and nature is part of the Summit 

Metro Parks mission, and it’s also one of the long-term 

goals of our current strategic plan. 

Trails link neighborhoods, schools, workplaces and 

recreational spaces. By providing safe, off-road 

alternatives to driving, these networks reduce emissions, 
boost public health and stimulate local economies 

through increased tourism and recreation. 

The Munroe Falls-Freedom Trail Connector, to be built in 

2027, will connect the Freedom Trail greenway with the 

many recreational amenities at Munroe Falls Metro Park 

— the picnic shelters, playground, scenic lake and park 



trails. It will be built to a high standard of accessibility for 

all trail users. 

Although short in length, the long-awaited connector will 

provide a parking and access point at the longest stretch 
of the Freedom Trail without a trailhead. This connector 

brings many benefits — the most important of which is 

improved access — and that is why the Summit Metro 

Parks Foundation is backing the project and seeking 

your support as well through the Support Your Parks! 

fundraising campaign. 

This season, consider a gift to the Summit Metro Parks 

Foundation to Support Your Parks!  

Find out more at: foundation.summitmetroparks.org. 
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The Summit Metro Parks Foundation connects, 

conserves and inspires as a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 

organization established in 1991 where donors can 

create a lasting legacy by supporting the park district. 

We are grateful to the many people, organizations, 
businesses and agencies who made gifts, grants and 

sponsorships January 1, 2026, through June 30, 2026. 

These donations and other forms of support create 

thriving parks that are a cornerstone of Summit County’s 

quality of life. 

DONOR LISTING 

TRIBUTE 

In memory of Eleanor J. Allen 

Darla Cutright 

In memory of Bill Barnes 
Jen M. Harvey 

In honor of Joan Booth 

Kathryn Booth 

In memory of Janis Borkowski 

Mary E. Hershey 

In honor of Lyn Capes 

Paul & Julia Neal 

In honor of Brenda Davison 

Pam Leddon 

In honor of Stephen Davison 

Brenda Davison 

In memory of Nancy Frank 

Amy Frank-Hensley 

In memory of Amanda Gill 

Carla DiMauro 

In memory of Mitch Greenawalt 

Susan Mason 

In honor of Owen Griswold 

Marsha Griswold 

In memory of Jeff Hanneman 

Sharon Wooldredge 

In honor of Joellen Hoffman 

Christine Hoffman 

In memory of Scott Michael Jessie 

Sara Ruble 

In memory of Michael David Jewell 

Jewell Family 

Brooke Gorbach 

Cornerstones Development Team 

Larry & Jessica Horst 
Rex & Pam Stephen 

In memory of Karen Johnson 

Robert Curtis 

Charlotte Gintert 

Elaine Marsh 

Marlo & Paul Perdicas 



Megan Shaeffer 

Daniel Toth 

Jason Whittle 

In memory of John "Jack" Kane 
Megan Kane 

In memory of Mona Shank Klingler 

Tom Klingler 

In memory of John Kutuchief 

Anonymous 

Jerry J. Baley 

Rebecca & Mark DeCapua 

Jon Fiume 
GAR Foundation 

Eileen Goldman 

John S. & James L. Knight Foundation 

John Kopowski 

Kyle Kutuchief 

Lynn Mazur 

Peter & Barbara Oldham 

Kelly & Larry R. Urbano-O'Neil 
Rick & Alita Rogers 

James L. Wagner 

Lilly Weinberg 

Sherrie Weitzenhof 

In honor of John Kutuchief 

Paul Cornici 

Laura Walker 

In memory of Kathy Lambes 

Donna Dear 

In memory of Anne Elizabeth Lazzerini 

Amanda Sans 

In honor of Deborah Lembo 

Laura Kraus 

In memory of Jacqueline Lindquist 

Kira M. Sandmann 
 

In memory of D. Frederick Lohr Jr. 

Margie & James Bashaw 

Lynda Leavitt 

Cynthia Norris 
Esme Ogiyama 

Daniel Sheffer 

In memory of Mary Faye Madigan 

L.J. Boyes 

Hayes Kids 

In memory of Steve & Generose Marks 

Daniel Casey 

In honor of Carl & Lucinda Meador 
Anonymous 

In memory of Scott David Meyers 

Gina Burk 

Susan Jensen 

Bob & Martha Peyak 

Thomas Poinar 

Jeff Tenney 

In honor of Faith Morgan 
Global Prairie Foundation 

In memory of John "Jack" Mulhauser 

Anonymous 

In honor of Grace Neal 

Paul & Julia Neal 

In memory of Douglas Norris 

Kenneth & Carol Button 
Mary & Kevin Doran 

Barb Moore 

REA Team 

In honor of Velma Pomrenke 

Janet H. Anderson 

In memory of Richard B. Remington Sr. 

Cynthia A. Peterson 



In memory of Jacqueline Ross 

Karen Ross 

In memory of Bernadine Schleihs 

Linda Marhefka 

In honor of Megan Shaeffer 

Richard Sones 

In memory of Paul Smith 

Christine Lacy 

In memory of Stanley Stine 

Mike Johnson 

In memory of Scott Thomas Taylor 

Linda Corbin 
Sarah Hrach 

Laurise Jackson 

In memory of A.J. Vasaris 

Mark, Dalia, Karen & Paul Spisak 

In memory of Marian Zugaro 

Kathi A. Kandel 

NON-TRIBUTE 

Beau Abdenour 

Naeem Abdullah 

Akron Zoo Chapter of the American Association of Zoo 

Keepers 

Anheuser-Busch 

Anonymous (17) 

Paula Balazs 

Lindsay Baldy 

Robert B. Barsan 

Jeremy Bartel 

Phil & Mindy Bartholomae 

Matt & Heather Bartzi 

Amy Beining 

Ginger Bell 

Christina Belluardo 

Rebecca Bralek 

Amanda L. Branham 

Burns & McDonnell Employees - Akron 

Nicole Caceres 

Sherry Callahan 

Aaron Campbell 

Matt Chandler 

Aleksandra Chetyrkina-Miller 

Henry Chlanda 

Stephen Clark 

Mark Cochran 

James Collins Jr. 

S.A. Comunale Co., Inc. 

Michele Cook 

Faithful Feet Running & Walking For Good Causes 

Linda Corman 

Terence Crawford 

Sandra L. Eidam 

Daniel M. Enos 

Fast Girls Running Company 



Marissa Ferrari 

Alyssa Figueroa 

William Forcey 

Ethel Seiberling Fox 

Roz Gallaspie 

John A. Gaydos 

Shawna Gfroerer 

Kathy Giller 

Bruce & Erica Greer 

The Bruce & Erica Greer Family Foundation 

Meredith Groves 

Samantha Gunkelman 

Steve & Mary Hailer 

Christina Hamilton 

Jon Hawes 

Michael T. Hayes 

Frank Heckel & Jerilynn Ferguson Fund 

Cheryl Herendeen 

Adam & Leila Hoffman 

Ann Holt-Wiolland 

Hovan Family 

Samuel & Valerie S. Hudspath 

Brandon Huth 

IBM 

Robert J. Jenkins Jr. 

Jason Kauffman 

Lisa M. King 

Phyllis Knepper 

Susan Korosa 

Ted & Hazel Krist 

Kathryn Lenes 

Tim Lenes 

Betty E. Levinson 

William & Anne Lowery 

Cassandra Major 

Mark Manley 

Mark & Susan McCausland 

Carla McDonald 

Mark McKinzie 

Marsha Michaels 

Microsoft 

Christina Milnaric 

Alicia Michelle Monteith 

Patricia Moore 

Jo-Ann Moritz 

Ellen Moss 

Mother’s Day 5K Donors (36) 

Kristy Nelson 

Paloma Newland 

Monica Maria Niemiec 



Barbara A. Opatka 

Laura & Ernest R. Preston III 

Sue Quickle 

John L. & Linda E. Reyes 

April Rolf 

Dana Nelson & John Russell 

Jacob Sartorius 

Scenic Summit Metro Parks Donors (53) 

Ryan Foster Schafer 

Bill & Barbara Schloman 

Philip Schuchter 

Beth Seachrist 

John Sederwall 

Bill Sepe 

Jim & Barb Shriner 

Edward & Cheryl Sliva 

Frederick & Elizabeth Specht 

Andrea & Sidney Steinberger 

John & Laura Struhsaker 

Sally Suren 

Andrew Testa 

Karen Thomas 

T-Mobile 

Mark & Patty Trudics 

Patricia A. Tschantz 

Denice Vaughn 

The Sean & Nancy Ward Charitable Foundation 

Krista Weiner 

Tom & Cheryl Wells 

Wild & Scenic Film Festival Donors (16) 

Dale & Cynthia Woodling 

Katherine Wulff 

Daniel & Nancy Young 

 

2026 Summit Metro Parks Foundation GRANTS 

Akron Community Foundation, William C. and Betty J. 

Zekan & John A. McAlonan Funds 

Akron Garden Club 

The Allstate Foundation 

Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund 

Synthomer Foundation 

 

2026 Summit Metro Parks + Summit Metro Parks 

Foundation SPONSORS 

Akron Canton Builds 

Akron Children’s Hospital 

Albrecht Family Foundation & Acme Fresh Market 

Buckingham 

Cavanaugh Building Corporation 

Cleveland Clinic Akron General & Cleveland Clinic 

Children’s 



Country Maid Ice Cream & Orchard 

Davey Tree Expert Co. 

DLZ Ohio, Inc. 

Earthly Suds Exchange 

EnviroScience, Inc. 

Good Nature Organic Lawn Care 

GPD Group 

House of Plants, Inc. 

Huntington Bank 

Kastner Westman & Wilkins, LLC 

The Nightlight 

Roetzel & Andress 

Rubber City Reuse 

Summit Soil & Water Conservation District 

Vertical Runner 

Wayside Furniture 

 

GREEN ISLANDS LEGACY SOCIETY 

We’re grateful to those who have made a planned gift to 

Summit Metro Parks or the Summit Metro Parks 
Foundation. Those who have done so are recognized 

here as part of the Green Islands Legacy Society. 

Planned gifts (such as bequests) are a wonderful way to 

make a lasting difference for your parks. 

Beau Abdenour 

Julie Nicholas Amos 

Anonymous (4) 

Elizabeth Baker 

Peter Bobkowski & Patrick Miller 

David Bilas & Amy Dana 

Alice M. Bittner 

Bruce H. Buchholzer 

Edna L. Carlson 

Helen S. Coup 

Craig James Culler 

Laureen Drapp 

Jennifer E. Gaylor 

Christian Graham 

Diana Gross 

Jeannie Hamilton 

James Hower 

Samuel & Valerie S. Hudspath 

Mike Johnson 

David Jones 

Kathryn Kilpatrick 

Mary A. Kincaid 

Pamela Korenewych 

Susan Korosa 

Betty Levinson 

Harold F. Levinson 

Joan Leslie Long 

Emil A. Merkle 



Nancy A. Morrissey 

Taylor Papiernik & Rachel Schlagel 

Austen W. Rau & Jennifer L. Bournique 

George E. Seccombe 

Charles E. & Ruth A. Shea 

James & Letha Skinner 

Sharon Stump 

Marion L. Taylor 

Matilda Varga 

Marilyn Vernon 

Sachiko & Theodore Wachs 

Grace P. Wagner 

Mildred C. Walzer 

Hoyt & Merdith Wells 

Carol Zeh 

 


