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Your Metro Parks are funded by a small Summit County
real-estate tax. This magazine is an example of your

public dollars at work.

page 2

MAPLE LEAF GIFTS

A Gift for Everyone on Your List

‘Tis the season to shop Maple Leaf Gifts! With Summit
Metro Parks branded apparel and gear, along with
nature-themed items for all ages, you can find something
for everyone on your list. Shop local and enjoy a unique
gift from Maple Leaf Gifts — conveniently located inside
the F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm VISITORS CENTER in

Akron — or shop online and ship to anywhere in the US!

Visit bit.ly/MapleLeafGifts to learn more.
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DISCOVER YOUR BACK YARD Section

TINY CREATURES, BIG IMPACT

By Stephanie Rafferty, Interpretive Naturalist

Beneath the water’s glimmering surface is a unique and
fragile ecosystem. Large enough to be seen without a
microscope, yet still very small, macroinvertebrates are
aquatic creatures that can tell us a lot about the quality
of the water without saying a single word. They tell us
simply by their presence or absence in these water

bodies.

Pollution degrades habitat, and some
macroinvertebrates are more sensitive than others.
Dragonflies, for example, begin life as an aquatic nymph,
living in calm water close to the bottom where they prey
on immature insects, such as caddisflies and mayflies.

Dragonflies are sensitive to pollution, but their prey is

even more sensitive, meaning they both rely on clean
water to survive and thrive. Not only do dragonflies
indicate good water quality, but they are also at the
center of the food web, feeding fish who then feed birds

such as osprey.

[Beginning in November, join us at Summit Lake Nature
Center each month for our Beyond the Summit speaker
series, featuring environmental professionals discussing
topics related to water in Northeast Ohio. From
watershed health to fishing best practices, each talk
offers community members the chance to learn from

experts shaping the future of our water resources.]
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DREDGING IS NEXT STEP TO FREE THE FALLS

By Lindsay Smith, Chief of Marketing & Communications

Earlier this year, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (U.S. E.P.A.) announced its plans to begin a
critical portion of work necessary to eventually remove
the Gorge Dam. The effort to “Free the Falls” is broken
into four phases. The current work is considered Phase
2, which began in summer 2025, where dredged
sediment is transported via temporary pipeline to be
safely stored at a sediment placement site that has been
prepared at the Chuckery Area of Cascade Valley Metro
Park. Phase 3 will include the careful removal of the
concrete dam structure and, as the final step, Phase 4 of
the project will be to restore the river channel through
Gorge Metro Park to assist the river and surrounding
landscape in returning to its natural state. The three final
phases are expected to take at least seven years to

complete.

A CLOSER LOOK AT DREDGING

This year, Sevenson Environmental Services, Inc., a
contractor for U.S. E.P.A., began the process of
dredging and removing contaminated sediment from the



bottom of the Cuyahoga River dam pool. First, crews
began at the Highbridge Area of Gorge Metro Park,
where large temporary pipelines were constructed over
several weeks to transport dredged sediment through
the duration of the planned work. Then, specialized
equipment went to work on the river itself where a
floating scow barge was used as the platform for a
machine (similar to an excavator) with a clam shell
bucket to scoop sediment out of the dam pool. The
dredged sediment is screened for debris and pumped
via pipelines to a sediment processing area within
Cascade Valley Metro Park. The dredged sediment is
then mixed with Portland cement for stabilization before
it is ready to be placed on location. Extensive planning
has gone into the sediment placement area’s design to
avoid impacts to the area and create a final footprint that
will be planted with native vegetation to blend in with the

surrounding landscape.

Over the course of the project, approximately 865,000
cubic yards of sediment will be removed from the river,
laying the groundwork for safely removing the dam.

WHY REMOVE THE DAM?

Built more than 100 years ago, the Gorge Dam no longer
serves any useful purpose and is one of the largest
remaining unresolved water quality problems for the
Cuyahoga River. In addition to restoring water quality,
removing the dam and the sediment behind it will
enhance wildlife habitat and improve human health in
Northeast Ohio and beyond. It will restore the original
grandeur of the Gorge, creating a vibrant future for the
river, its watershed and its people. That future will
provide clean water, natural beauty, potential
recreational opportunities and economic development for

all to enjoy.
WHAT’'S NEXT?

While the timeline remains fluid as construction work can
be complicated and have unexpected shifts, we are

hopeful the dredging process will wrap up by the end of

2027. Next, partners will seek funding for the

deconstruction of the dam itself.

[For additional project background and the latest
updates, visit bit.ly/freethefalls and subscribe to the Free
the Falls podcast, available on Apple podcasts and
Spotify.]
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THE UNDERSTORY

By Jen M. Harvey, Chief of Philanthropy

Hidden beneath the easy-to-notice fall colors in our

woodlands is an underappreciated layer of forest.

If you know what to look for, you'll find the trees that
never reach canopy height, but provide an important
forest layer, nonetheless. In many ways, graceful trees
like witch hazel and spicebush are like the donors to the
Summit Metro Parks Foundation — under-recognized,

but essential.

Witch hazel is the only native tree that blooms
exclusively in autumn. It's easy to walk past a witch
hazel grove in full bloom and not know it! The light, clean
scent of the blooms may tip you off, or the small-
diameter twisted multi-trunk growth form and ripple-
edged leaves. Look closely and you’ll be rewarded with

branches flowered with ribbony bright-yellow petals.

Spicebush’s brilliant red berries are a valuable high-fat
food source for fall-migrating wood thrushes, veeries and
eastern kingbirds. It's better known as a host plant for
spicebush swallowtail butterflies, which seek it out to lay
their eggs on the leaves. The leaves smell distinctively

like lemon furniture polish.

The understory of North American forests is a lifeline for
bird populations and plays a key role in water availability

and nutrient cycling. You can plant native to support our



wildlife and human health, too — find out more through

the Wild Back Yards program.

These native plants, like the supporters of the Summit
Metro Parks Foundation, have deep roots here in
Summit County. They provide reliable, important food for
wildlife, a critical role in our forest ecosystem and eye-
level beauty as we walk the trails. Most of all, they are

an important layer to the overall health of our parks.
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SUMMIT METRO PARKS FOUNDATION

The Summit Metro Parks Foundation connects,
conserves and inspires as a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization established in 1991 where donors can
create a lasting legacy by supporting the park district.
We are grateful to the many people, organizations,
businesses and agencies who made gifts, grants and
sponsorships January 1, 2025, through June 30, 2025.
These donations and other forms of support create
thriving parks that are a cornerstone of Summit County’s
quality of life.

DONOR LISTING

TRIBUTE

in honor of Akron Garden Club’s 100th Anniversary
Laura & Ernest R. Preston Il Charitable Fund

in memory of Bill Barnes

Jen M. Harvey

in honor of Joan Booth
Kathryn Booth

in honor of Dan L. Buie

Danielle Buie

in memory of Jeanna Cesaratto

David Cesaratto

in honor of Brenda Davison
Pam Leddon

in memory of Linda Marie Dies
Apex Electric Supply Co., Inc.
Family and Friends of Linda M. Dies
Natalie & Mitchell Gainer

Massillon Women’s Club History Section

in memory of Michael DiNicola
Brian & Kathleen Wellock

Tom F. Yeager

in honor of Owen Griswold

Marsha Griswold

in memory of Sammie C. Harris

Tatia Harris

in memory of Audrey Hinks
William L. Hinks

in honor of Jan & Joe Hoffmann

Michael Hoffmann

in memory of JB3

Joe Blanda

in memory of Scott Michael Jessie
Sara Ruble

in memory of William & Jennie Johns
Richard W. Johns

in memory of John “Jack” Kane
Megan Kane

in honor of Allison King
Lisa M. King

in memory of Kenneth Lehman

Stow Friends



in memory of Jacqueline Lindquist

Kira M. Sandmann

in memory of George McWilliams
Kevin Brooks
Amanda B. Champa
Lauren Gates-Metheney
Tricia Grdina
Mary Libby
Bridget Mattler
Robin Petrucelli
Bernard & Rita Rochford
David M. Tschantz
Linda Tucci Teodosio
Gregory S. Wurgler
Elizabeth Yoho

in memory of Jeffrey Thomas Nicholas

Julie Nicholas Amos

in memory of Janice Peyak

Mark & Jo Hansel, John & Sandy Hansel and

Gary & Marcie Hansel

in honor of Velma Pomrenke

Janet H. Anderson

in memory of Jacqueline Ross
IEQ Capital, LLC

in memory of Peter J. Schloesser

Karen Schloesser Beck

in memory of Sarah Seiler
Annette Cryder

in honor of Bethany Smeznik
Richard G. & Pamela Smeznik

in memory of Lesylie Jean Smiley-Johnson

Mary Amanda Johnson

in honor of Skanda Subbarama

Srividya Venkitachalam

in memory of James S. Sugden and Barry K. Sugden Jr.

Nancy Sugden and Robert Newbery

in memory of Teddy Sworniowski

Josephine Sworniowski

in honor of Norah Thomas
Amanda Wagner

Jennifer Warmus

in memory of Leslie Thompson
Al Amodie

in memory of Pat Weigand

Carol Weigand

in honor of Wilkerson Family
Dages Family

NON-TRIBUTE

Anonymous (13)

Lindsay Baldy

Phil & Mindy Bartholomae

Phil & Mindy Bartholomae Fund

Mark Cochran

Stephanie Dolan

Robert & Lisa Drew

Thomas & Katrina Dunn

Jenny Earley

Equifax

Erin Ford

Bailey Gensley

Shawna Gfroerer



Gr8full, J.M.J

Bruce D. & Erica Greer

The Bruce & Erica Greer Family Foundation

Karen Greer

Shannon Grigsby

Richard T. Halishak

Jeannie Hamilton

Jamie Haren

Michael T. Hayes

Frank Heckel and Jerilynn Ferguson Fund

The Hubbell Foundation

Brandon Huth

Jennifer Joseph

Dan Kephart

Valerie LaRiche

Betty E. Levinson

John & Joyce Lilya

John D. Mancinelli

Anne Martinez

Connor McHugh

Alicia Michelle Monteith

Brentt, Rosalyn & Carson Moore

Jo-Ann Moritz

Ellen Moss

Kathy Neag

Kristy Nelson

Monica Maria Niemiec

OCSEA Summit Conglomerate Chapter 7700

M.G. O’Neil Foundation

Amelia Oriti

PayPal Giving Fund

Salesforce

Ryan Foster Schafer

Victoria Schroeder

John Sederwall

Barbara Skomorowski

Edward & Cheryl Sliva

Frederick & Elizabeth Specht

Parker Spencer

Andrea & Sidney Steinberger

John & Laura Struhsaker

Samuel Teague

Linda Tucci Teodosio

T-Mobile

Craig & Stephanie Walton

Waternish Fund

The Sean & Nancy Ward

Charitable Foundation

Joseph Warner

Thomas & Cheryl Wells Family Fund



Daniel Young

2025 Summit Metro Parks Foundation GRANTS

Akron Community Foundation, William C. and Betty J.

Zekan Fund and John A. McAlonan Fund

The Allstate Foundation

Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund

Synthomer Foundation

2025 Summit Metro Parks + Summit Metro Parks
Foundation SPONSORS

Acme Fresh Market Foundation

Akron Canton Builds

Akron Children’s Hospital

Buckingham

Cavanaugh Building Corporation

Cleveland Clinic Akron General and Cleveland Clinic
Children's

Country Maid Ice Cream & Orchard

Davey Tree Expert Co.

EnviroScience, Inc.

Good Nature Organic Lawn Care

House of Plants, Inc.

Leppo Rents

The Nightlight

Roetzel & Andress

Rubber City Reuse

Vertical Runner

Wayside Furniture

YellowLite

GREEN ISLANDS LEGACY SOCIETY

We’re grateful to those who have made a planned gift to
Summit Metro Parks or the Summit Metro Parks
Foundation. Those who have done so are recognized
here as part of the Green Islands Legacy Society.
Planned gifts (such as bequests) are a wonderful way to

make a lasting difference for your parks.

Beau Abdenour

Julie Nicholas Amos

Anonymous (3)

Elizabeth Baker

Peter Bobkowski & Patrick Miller

David Bilas & Amy Dana

Alice M. Bittner

Bruce H. Buchholzer

Edna L. Carlson

Helen S. Coup

Craig James Culler

Laureen Drapp

Jennifer E. Gaylor

Christian Graham

Jeannie Hamilton



James Hower

Samuel & Valerie S. Hudspath

Mike Johnson

David Jones

Kathryn Kilpatrick

Pamela Korenewych

Susan Korosa

Harold F. Levinson

Joan Leslie Long

Emil A. Merkle

Nancy A. Morrissey

Austen W. Rau & Jennifer L. Bournique

Taylor Papiernik & Rachel Schilagel

George E. Seccombe

Charles E. & Ruth A. Shea

Letha & James Skinner

Sharon Stump

Marion L. Taylor

Matilda Varga

Marilyn Vernon

Mildred C. Walzer

Hoyt & Merdith Wells

Carol Zeh



