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DISCOVER NORTHAMPTON POINT

Launch from the Valley View Area of Cascade Valley
Metro Park and enjoy a scenic 6-mile paddle on the
Cuyahoga River to Northampton Point, a new take-out
location in Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP).
Created in partnership with CVNP, Northampton Point
provides a safe, designated access point for paddlers
and includes a nearby parking lot, seating area, small
changing room structure and portable restroom. Grab
your gear and be among the first to explore this exciting

new paddling destination!
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DISCOVER YOUR BACK YARD Section
CLEAN STREAMS AND THRIVING LAKES
By Jason George, Interpretive Naturalist

Bullfrogs croak from the lake’s edge as an osprey’s
white belly flashes in the sky above. Spotting a bluegill
just below the water’s surface, the raptor swiftly
transitions from soar to dive. In the blink of an eye,
talons crash through still waters and wrap around the
unaware bluegill. Fresh meal in tow, the osprey ascends
toward his nest atop a light post. Safely overlooking the

lake, the osprey and his family feast.

Now common sights around Summit County’s waters,
ospreys, bald eagles and much more have benefited
from efforts to protect and restore the health of our
waters. It's not just animals that benefit. With the fear of
sludge-topped lakes and flaming rivers gone, human
communities can once again connect and thrive along
rich waterways. Thanks to continuing restoration
projects, our streams, lakes and rivers can be
touchstones of human and non-human communities for

generations to come.

[ Trash on land can be carried to nearby streams, rivers
and lakes. Once in the water, it may harm wildlife directly
or break down into microplastics or other materials that
are difficult to detect but still capable of causing harm
over time. The simple act of picking up a piece of trash

goes a long way toward protecting our waters. ]
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MARILYN BUCKEY AND THE TINY ENDANGERED
FISH SHE HELPED SAVE

By Jen M. Harvey, Chief of Philanthropy and Mike

Johnson, Chief of Conservation

You may have never heard of blacknose shiners,
blackchin shiners, lake chubsuckers, lowa darters, least
darters and western banded killifish, but they were once
common in the Portage Lakes and throughout the clear,
clean waters of Ohio until development pressure, loss of
habitat and pollution pushed them to the brink of

extinction.

These fish are now thriving at a Summit Metro Parks
conservation area, along with thousands of other
species including over 20 species designated as
endangered or protected. Rare plants include the state-
endangered scouring rush and state-listed prickly pear

cactus that flourish in the sandy soils.

But how did Marilyn Buckey and conservation
organizations save this place and the extremely rare
glacial lake fish that now live there?

The Robert A. and Jean C. Meyers Conservation Area,
named for Marilyn’s parents, is located along the
northern shore of Long Lake. It was designated for
conservation by The Trust for Public Land, an
organization that worked with Marilyn to fulfill her vision
of protecting the property. Subsequently, the area was
donated to Summit Metro Parks in 2008.



This 134-acre conservation area is characterized by vast
wetlands, marshes and swamp woods. While not open
to the public, this preserve is working hard to benefit the
people of Summit County. This natural area and others
like it are cleaning our water and purifying (and actually
creating) our air. The forests in these reserves are
pulling carbon from our atmosphere and helping to
mitigate the dangers of climate change. But the greatest
value of these untouched areas is they are home to a
host of species, many of which are on the verge of
extinction. One study conducted by the Summit Metro
Parks conservation department indicated the area
provides over two million dollars in ecosystem services
and annually removes 68 tons of carbon dioxide from the

air, helping to mitigate the effects of climate change.

BUT THE AREA TRULY SHINES IN TERMS OF THE
BIODIVERSITY IT SUPPORTS.

One of the most interesting and surprising twists in the
story has to do with how the area was used in a former
life. In the past, a small portion of the property was
mined for sand and gravel, and deep ponds were left
behind that filled with crystal clear groundwater. These
were artificial features and at the time not considered to
be significant assets to the natural landscape. But
everything changed in 2017 when we partnered with The
Ohio Division of Wildlife, the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service and The Ohio State University. When
Summit Metro Parks began to work with these partners
on breeding and reintroduction of the fish, we looked for
suitable areas for reintroduction. While the old gravel
ponds were not natural waterbodies, they did mimic
many of the conditions of glacial lakes ... so we gave it a
try. Several hundred of the six species of tiny, colorful
fish were stocked into the old quarry ponds over the
course of three years. The project has been more
successful than anyone ever imagined.

During a monitoring visit in 2024, former owner Marilyn
Buckey joined park biologists and saw some of these

beautiful fish up-close. Summit Metro Parks is thankful to

our partners at Trust for Public Land and Marilyn Buckey
who made the preserve a reality. We will continue to
steward and protect these resources for the benefit of

Summit County residents.

SUMMIT METRO PARKS FOUNDATION

A lasting local impact — because of you

foundation.summitmetroparks.org
330-867-5511
foundation@summitmetroparks.org
975 Treaty Line Rd.

Akron, OH 44313

Tax |D #34-1683837

Your contribution supports exceptional parks, for

everyone.
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SUMMIT METRO PARKS FOUNDATION

The Summit Metro Parks Foundation connects,
conserves and inspires as a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization established in 1991 where donors can
create a lasting legacy by supporting the park district.
We are grateful to the many people, organizations,
businesses and agencies who made gifts, grants and
sponsorships January 1, 2024, through December 31,
2024. These donations and other forms of support
create thriving parks that are a cornerstone of Summit

County’s quality of life.

DONOR LISTING

TRIBUTE

in memory of 60-year FHS Original Hikers — Neva
Ucker and Jennie Pier

Christy Counterman

in memory of Holly Acuff



Robin Mutchie

in memory of Annie

Michele Provencher

in memory of Phyllis & Allan Arbett
Christine F. Stanley

in memory of Kenneth Aupperle

Denise Michele Parker

in memory of Jim Barlow
Sally Nyburg
James & Kathleen Thompson

in memory of Bill Barnes

Jen M. Harvey

in memory of Benjamin Bartram

Regina Bartram

as a gift to Rollie Bauer

Mary Bauer

in memory of Carolyn Benko

Melissa A. Grimes

in honor of Amanda Bolanz

Timothy Hoersten

in memory of Dyan Boli
Anonymous (2)
Hans & Sally Becker
Linda Ann Boyle
Sheila Brownell
Carolyn Brumbaugh
Melanie Bushey
Judi Davis
Starr Dobush
Robert & Patricia Downing
James B. Harold
Trudy K. Leisey
Mary Myers
OCALI Friends

Jennifer Spencer

Lindsay, Wayne and Eleanor
Wissman, Frank & Debbie Holub

and Toni Ehrman

in honor of Joan Booth
Kathryn Booth

in memory of Lisa Anne Botnick
Ellen W. Botnick

in memory of Gordon Bentley Bryant
Wendy & Dan Dermer
Judy Diehl
Caren Beth Golenberg
Lyle Gunning
Jim & Kim W. Haring Jr.
Linda V. James
LifeCenter Plus
Heather Martin
Marcy Schulman
David C. Wagner
Barbara Weisman
Larry & Lori Weisman
Susan Weisman

in honor of Frances Seiberling Buchholzer
Ethel Seiberling Fox

in honor of Dan Buie

Eric Morris

in memory of Joan D. Carlson
Lee & Robin Woodard

in memory of Patricia Chittock

Shaleah Marie Kimmel

in memory of Victoria Ciarcia
Robert M. Hursell

in memory of Michael DiNicola
JoEllen Burke
Kate Goodrich & Krista Burns



Debbie DiNicola
Ed Mlotkowski

in memory of Benedetto Donatelli

Rosemarie Griffin

in memory of Serilla “Sue” Dunn

Paige Lyon

in memory of Dale Edwards
TLT-Turbo, Inc.

in memory of Tom & Alice Egan

Jerry Egan

in honor of Gene Eyler

Scott & Marian Harmount

in memory of Shannon Galloway

Lawrence & Victoria Crockett

in memory of Rose Gaylor

Tracey Weissfeld Lechner

in memory of Patricia Gerber
Liz Ballenger
Sharrona Pearl
Chloe Silverman

Regan Takac

in memory of Gretchen Gilmore

Sarah Schlosser

in honor of Charlotte Gintert
Kendall Bergen
Peg & Rob Bobel
Don Heffner
Mike Johnson

Catherine Shaw

in memory of Mitch Greenawalt

Susan Mason

in memory of Gracie & Greta

Jeff Perry

in honor of Owen Griswold

Marsha Griswold

in memory of Cherli Gsellman

Patrick Gsellman

in memory of Lee Hall
Theresa M. Hall

in memory of Sheryl Anne Hartz
Michael Ciammaichella

The Ruhlin Company

in memory of Jon Heider
JoAnn Hendrickson

in honor of John D. Hoffmann
Gail Greenberg

in honor of Judy Hoffmann

Gail Greenberg

in memory of James Hower
Claudia Hower

in memory of Nancy Ibsen

Patricia Brannon

in honor of Patricia A. Jacot
Patricia Jacot

in memory of Jeff

Ellen Moss

in memory of Mary E. Jenkins

Terry & Mary Kay Finn

in memory of Scott Michael Jessie
Sara Ruble

in memory of John “Jack” Kane

Megan Kane

in honor of Jerry & Daisy Killian
Valerie Riedthaler



in honor of Colleen King in honor of Grace Neal

Joshua King Paul & Julia Neal
in memory of Audrey & Hubert Kleasen in memory of James & Donald Neidert
Kim Kleasen Patricia S. Gay
in memory of Charles Kormanik in memory of Jeff Nicholas
Sarah S. Wright & David G. Fielder Julie Nicholas Amos
in memory of Sidney Landskroner in memory of Betty Palmer
Sandra Landskroner Valora & Mark Renicker
in memory of Ron Lehman in memory of Cecilia Palmer
Rick & Amy Siegfried Brian & Stacy Shanley

Karen & Bill Young
in honor of Lily

Amy Kundmueller in memory of Jack Poinski
Frank M. Batch
Lowell McCoy
Michael M. Poinski
Dalia & Mark Spisak

in memory of Jacqueline Lindquist

Kira M. Sandmann

in memory of Thomas LoCascio
Andrew M. & Linda Grible
John & Patti Herink

in honor of Velma Pomrenke

Janet H. Anderson

Kate Wei
Nancy J. Woodbury in memory of Diane M. Reitz
Fall Strollers
in memory of Bill & Trudy Loeb
Betty E. Levinson in memory of Richard Remington Sr.

Cynthia A. Peterson
in memory of Bill Miller

Carol Miller in memory of Kevin Ricks

Susan Montgomery
in memory of Paul F. Miller

James J. & Janice F. Patterson in honor of Klaire Roggeman

Joel Roggeman
in honor of Amy Mitch

Mary Jane Raymond in honor of Calli Ryan

Sarah Dravec
in memory of Lorraine Faye Moore

Patricia Moore in memory of Steve Sandy

MaryAnn Sandy
in memory of Eleanor Grace Moritz

E. Stewart Moritz & Maura K. in memory of Peter J. Schloesser

O’Shea Karen Schloesser Beck



in memory of Arthur Thomas Schooley
Bartholomew County Beverage
Mark D. Knight
Thomas A. Koutnik

in memory of Micheline Shableski

Jenny Norton

in honor of Megan Shaeffer
United Methodist Women

Susannah Circle

in honor of Scott & Karen Shriner
Jim & Barb Shriner

in honor of Zane Shiner

Brenda Davison

in memory of Daniel Holden Smith

Smith Family

in memory of David Frank Snyder

Christine A. Begunich

in memory of Dean & Bernice Stephenson and Dean
Wesley Stephenson

Andrea Rennie

in honor of Patricia Studer
Donald Dumford

in memory of Sheila Svoboda

Lisa Bansen-Harp

in memory of Louis L. & Marilyn R. Thompson

Janet Jones

in memory of Kenny Tunstall
Kathleen F. Gaffney

in memory of Neva Irene Ucker
Ted Esker

in honor of Jacob & Adrienne Walker
Ken & Ginger Walker Jr.

in memory of John T. Waller

Maria Waller

in memory of Judd Walter

Hans & Sally Becker
Jerry W. Cook

Tom & Gwenn Freeman
Kim Goebelt

Linda Hohler

Francis J. Jiamboi
James R. Leone
Canaan Linder
Renee D. Mikula
Gerald A. Reed

Dana Springer

Bob & Roberta Welter

in memory of Judith White

Barbara Jeane Bergdorf

Pam Donnavan-McDonald

Michelle Ferensic
Gaffney Family
Michael J. Gorman
Karcher Group
Courtney Krieger
Denice Lentine
Anthony Locastro
Dorothy H. Miner
Camala Nye
Laurie Price

David Pristic

Brian Skidmore
Joyce A. Smith
Sturtz Family
Randy J. Thornlow
Amy Walker

in memory of Brennan Wickramaratne

Tieu Family

in honor of Paul Wilkerson

Jon Hawes



in memory of Pat Wilkey
Christina Hamilton

Lois Hamilton

in memory of Pat Williams
Linda & Tom Bickler
Sally A. Deckard
Scott Dennett
Stephanie Fawver
Verna Gail Lewis
Pamela Pollock
Rose Rakocy
Mark & Patty Trudics
Matthew Trudics

US Communications and

Electric, Inc.
Thomas Watson
Jeff & Michelle Williams

Robert & Wendy Williams

Winston Family

in memory of Tyler Williams
Kathleen J. Williams

in memory of Lois Wright

Tom & Pat Lindley McCrae

NON-TRIBUTE

Beau Abdenour

Virginia C. Addicott

Akron Garden Club

Akron Metro Parks Hiking Club

Alliance Data Systems, Inc.

Ham & Beth Amer Fund

Janet H. Anderson

The Nancy Andrews Family Foundation

Anonymous (12)

Lindsay Baldy

Phil & Mindy Bartholomae
Running Forward and Giving Back
James A. & Linda R. Beck
Randall & Annette Bisbee
Bokom Foundation, Susan & George Klein
Betsy Booher

Linda Brashear

Nathanael Bucher

Carrie Burchett

Scott Cadwallader

Gail E. Cheslock

Henry Chlanda

Mark Cochran

Steve Comunale & Jane Prem
Deborah Conklin

Bill Cope

Linda Corman

Tracy Cotopolis

Maryalice Danko

LeAnn Davis

Jenny Earley

Chris Engelmann

ExxonMobil Foundation

Mary Farkas



Fast Girls Running Company

Cathy Feltrup

Ferda Family

Kevin M. Fongheiser

William Forcey

Theresa Fraley

Frank Heckel & Jerilynn Ferguson Fund

Pamela B. Gerus

Shawna Gfroerer

Sandra Ann Goetz

Joan & Toby Gorant

Geoffrey Goss

Bruce D. & Erica Greer

The Bruce & Erica Greer Family Foundation

Larry & Michelle Grewe

Richard T. & Nicol B. Halishak

Verneda Hawkins

Sherry & Martin Hellman

Joe D. Henninger

HiHO Brewing Co.

Greg & Denise Hill

Kathryn Hiney

Jen Horgan

Bonnie Horovitz

Samuel & Valerie S. Hudspath

Chlondra Hunter

Brandon Huth

Thomas & Elizabeth Indriolo

Maggie Jacobs

Denise Jenison

Robert J. Jenkins Jr.

Lewis & Karen Johnson

Ron Johnson

Steve Johnson & Laurie Zuckerman

Jennifer Joseph

Mary A. Kincaid

Phyllis Knepper

Alexander Kokinov

Taku Kopp

Ted & Hazel Krist

Joyce A. Krysinski

Michele Kurilec

Rena L. Large

Betty E. Levinson

Liberty Mutual

Toby Mackenzie

John D. Mancinelli

Robert A. & Jean C. Meyers Family Fund

Brittany R. Michael

Microsoft



Brentt, Rosalyn & Carson Moore

Jo-Ann Moritz

Dana Nelson

Kristy Nelson

Monica Maria Niemiec

Nordonia Hills Garden Club

Emily M. OBrien

OCSEA Summit Conglomerate Chapter 7700

Amelia Oriti

Laura Oseredczuk

William C. & Caroline M. Parry

Laura Piskac

Michele Provencher

Austen Rau & Jennifer Bournique

John & Sandie Rhoades

Fredrick Ricci

The Richard and Alita Rogers Family Foundation

Bruce & Ann Rowland

Ryan Foster Schafer

Sharon Schnall & R. Drew Sellers

The Sean & Nancy Ward Charitable Foundation

John Sederwall

Mark & Nancy Shapiro

Edward & Cheryl Sliva

Smaltz Insurance, LLC

Timothy & Karen Snyder

Frederick & Elizabeth Specht

Sportsmen of Tomorrow, Inc.

Steere

Eileen Strauss

John & Laura Struhsaker

Bonnie & Joe Sudomir

Irving & Beth Sugerman

Josephine Sworniowski

Todd E. Taras

Samuel Teague

Linda Teodosio

Barbara & Don Tolliver

Robert Trogdon

Dave & Mary Tschantz

Verna Vander Kooi

Craig & Stephanie Walton

The Richard and Beverly Waltz Family Trust

Joseph Warner

Waternish Fund

Thomas & Cheryl Wells Family Fund

Western Reserve Racing, LLC

Dale & Cynthia Woodling

Daniel Young

Candace M. Zeman



Sophia Louise Zito

2024 Summit Metro Parks / Summit Metro Parks
Foundation SPONSORS

Acme Fresh Market Foundation

Akron Children’s Hospital

Buckingham

Cleveland Clinic Akron General and Cleveland Clinic
Children’s

Country Maid Ice Cream & Orchard

Davey Tree Expert Co.

Goodyear Hunting & Fishing Club

House of Plants, Inc.

The Nightlight

Roetzel & Andress

Rubber City Reuse

Sylvan Learning of Twinsburg

Vertical Runner

Wayside Furniture

Western Reserve Hospital

YellowLite

2024 Summit Metro Parks Foundation GRANTS

Acme Fresh Market Foundation

Akron Community Foundation, William C. and Betty J.

Zekan Fund and John A. McAlonan Fund

Akron Garden Club Centennial Gift to the Akron

Community

Family of Ann G. and Ronald C. Allan

The Allstate Foundation

Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund

Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs Fund of Akron

Community Foundation

Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs - Cleveland Fund

The Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs Charitable Fund

of Stark Community Foundation

Lisle M. Buckingham Endowment Fund in honor of John

Daily

FirstEnergy Foundation

Howard Atwood Family Fund

Hudson Garden Club

Samuel & Valerie S. Hudspath

Kim Kleasen in memory of Audrey & Hubert Kleasen

The Lehner Family Foundation

Logsdon Family Foundation

Robert A. & Jean C. Meyers Family Fund

Synthomer Foundation

GREEN ISLANDS LEGACY SOCIETY

We’'re grateful to those who have made a planned gift to
Summit Metro Parks or the Summit Metro Parks
Foundation. Those who have done so are recognized

here as part of the Green Islands Legacy Society.



Planned gifts (such as bequests) are a wonderful way to Nancy A. Morrissey

make a lasting difference for your parks.
Taylor Papiernik & Rachel Schlagel

Beau Abdenour
George E. Seccombe

Julie Nicholas Amos
Charles E. & Ruth A. Shea

Anonymous (3)
James & Letha Skinner

Elizabeth Baker
Sharon Stump

David Bilas & Amy Dana
Marion L. Taylor

Alice M. Bittner
Matilda Varga

Bruce H. Buchholzer
Marilyn Vernon

Edna L. Carlson
Mildred C. Walzer

Helen S. Coup
Hoyt & Merdith Wells

Craig James Culler
Carol Zeh

Laureen Drapp
Hitt
Jennifer E. Gaylor
Christian Graham
James Hower
Samuel & Valerie S. Hudspath
Mike Johnson
David Jones
Kathryn Kilpatrick
Pamela Korenewych
Susan Korosa
Harold F. Levinson

Joan Leslie Long

Emil A. Merkle



