
Connecting people to nature when they 
needed it most 
As one of the few activities deemed “essential” 

during the initial statewide stay-at-home order, 

parks across Ohio proved vital to the mental and 

physical well-being of their communities during the 

COVID-9 public health emergency. In 2020, SMP 

saw a 20 percent increase in visitation compared 

to recent years, equating to an additional one 

million visits to our parks. Camping was particularly 

popular, with reservations up by 23 percent at Nimisila Reservoir Metro 

Park. While parks and trails were seeing record numbers of visitors, 

audiences both near and far also tuned in from the safety of their homes 

through virtual nature programming and adapted park district events. 

With centers and office buildings closed, 

staff distributed spree rewards and gift 

shop items by mail and at outdoor pickup 

events. Fall Hiking Spree participation far 

exceeded previous records, with approx-

imately 7,000 finishers. 
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Building the Future
SMP continues to make progress at the Summit 
Lake Nature Center and the Valley View Area, 

with public access to both 
sites set for 202. Much of the 
Cuyahoga River restoration at 
Valley View is finished and work 
on the historic barn is coming 
to a close. At the new nature 

center, construction is complete, exhibits are  
installed, and only minor finishing touches remain.

Celebrating Our Past
As part of the park district’s ongoing commit-
ment to preserving our heritage, in 2020 cultural  

resources staff began the process  
for listing several SMP sites on  
the National Registry for Historic 
Places. Staff also safely hosted 
The University of Akron archae- 
ological field study at Mingo 

Lodge during the pandemic and completed an 
ambitious digital archiving project of nearly 
5,000 photos and videos dating as far back as 
the 930s.

Advancing Wildlife Research
SMP remained on the leading edge of wildlife 

research and conservation 
in 2020, studying how bats 
are adapting to white nose 
syndrome, rearing endangered 
fish to be released into conser-
vation areas, and expanding a 

highly successful countywide apiary program.

Updating Public Facilities
With rentable facilities closed for public 
safety, SMP revitalized Mingo and Coventry 

Oaks lodges with new building 
systems and updated finishes. 
Additionally, SMP improved the 
entrance drive at Munroe Falls 
Metro Park and several boat 
launches at Nimisila Reservoir. 

Park staff also installed 3 new and updated 
interpretive signs along the Towpath Trail. 

In 2020, your Summit Metro Parks continued a century-long tradition of 
connecting people with nature during an unprecedented global health crisis. 
Working both in the parks and via telework, park district staff maintained safe 
and clean parks and connected people to nature when they needed it most. In 
April, SMP also received approval for new levy funding by nearly three quarters 
of Summit County voters. As we embark on our centennial anniversary, SMP 
looks ahead to the next 00 years of preserving green space for the benefit  
and enjoyment of all.



“Really a life saver for many of us this year. This is a joy that has 
remained even in this hard time.” – park visitor

• OPRA 2nd Place – Pond Brook Restoration
• OPRA 3rd Place – Virtual Spree for All
• NAI Outstanding Part-Time/Seasonal Interpreter – Joe Malmisur 

Awards & Recognition

Many people visited the parks to 
connect with others and with nature.

Park visitors enjoyed a 
variety of self-guided 
programs during the 

pandemic.
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* Summit Metro Parks | Grant Support
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration & Great Lakes Commission • ODNR Division 
of Forestry – Community Wildfire Risk Reduction • ODNR NatureWorks • Ohio & Erie Canalway 
Association • Ohio EPA – Section 39 • Ohio EPA – Water Resource Restoration Sponsor Program • 
Ohio Public Works Commission – Clean Ohio Conservation Fund • Ohio Capital Improvement Budget 
Community Park, Recreation/Conservation Project Grant • Summit County Government - Summit 
County Community Grants

Summit Metro Parks Foundation | Grant Support
• Akron Community Foundation – William C. and Betty J. Zekan Fund and Capital Fund • Bridgestone 
Americas Akron Trust Fund • DuPont Clear Into the Future • First Energy Foundation • John S. and James 
L. Knight Foundation • Reimagining the Civic Commons – Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition (convener) 
with funding from The JPB Foundation, John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, The Kresge Foundation, 
The Rockefeller Foundation • Jacqueline Ross Foundation • Sisler McFawn Foundation

Summit Metro Parks & Summit Metro Parks Foundation | Sponsorships
• Akron Children’s Hospital • Akron Life Magazine • Albrecht Family Foundation and Acme Fresh Market 
• Cleveland Clinic Akron General • House of Plants, Inc. • Summa Health • Vertical Runner • Western 
Reserve Hospital
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Ohio’s Second Oldest  

Metropolitan Park District

Established in 92, Summit Metro Parks 

is celebrating its centennial anniversary in 

202. The park district manages more than 

4,000 acres throughout 6 parks, several 

conservation areas and more than 50 miles 

of trails, including 22 miles of the Ohio & Erie 

Canal Towpath Trail. Annual attendance in 

2020 was 6 million visits. Visit us online at 

summitmetroparks.org.
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TOTAL RESOURCES . . . . . . . . . $ 32,055,440

Fund Balance as of January  . . . . . . . . . .  $3,23,797

2O2O RESOURCES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $8,84,643

 Property Taxes n 
 $4,777,236

 Intergovernmental 
 Revenue n 
 $,888,334

 Grants* n 
 $,440,703

 Other Revenue n 
 $504,365

 Charges for Services 
 & Merchandise n 
 $23,005

summitmetroparks.org

By the Numbers —
 6 million total visits

 52,627 visitors assisted by  
  customer service 
  & rangers

 3,000 program participants

 30,000 webpage views  
  for COVID-safe  
  programs & events

 20,600 service hours  
  contributed by 
  400 volunteers

 2 children served by  
  annual “Shop with  
  a Cop” program

TOTAL EXPENDITURES  . . . . . . .  $22,433,308

n Wages & Benefits 
 $9,542,382

n Development & Capital 
 Improvements 
 $4,973,827

n Supplies, Materials 
 & Services 
 $2,68,49

n Grant Outlay 
 $2,638,388

n Health Care 
 $,820,337

n Other Expenses 
 $776,882

Grant outlay may exceed grants received in any given year  
as reimbursement periods vary.


