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Is attaching the hiking spree shield more challenging

Summit Metro Parks
975 Treaty Line Rd., Akron, OH 4433-5837

volunteers will gladly attach it for you at no charge

Administrative Offices: 330-867-55
F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm: 330-865-8065
Liberty Park Nature Center: 330-487-0493
Summit Lake Nature Center: 330-864-843
Seasonal Information: 330-865-8060
Volunteer Information: 330-865-8047

Hiking Spree Shield Assistance | 1 to 3 p.m.
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This magazine is mailed free of charge to Summit County
residents. To join the mailing list, send your name and
mailing address to contact@summitmetroparks.org
or call 330-867-55.

Green Islands can be downloaded online:
summitmetroparks.org

than hiking the eight trails? Summit Metro Parks
on the dates below.

Saturday, September 24

Furnace Run / Brushwood Lodge
4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield 44286
Sunday, October 16

Liberty Park Nature Center

9999 Liberty Rd, Twinsburg 44087
Sunday, November 6

Summit Lake Nature Center
4 Ira Ave., Akron 4430

Saturday, November 12, 19 & 26

F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron 44333
Sunday, December 4

Goodyear Heights / Lodge

2077 Newton St., Akron 44305
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Discover

Trail treasures

YOUR back yard

SUMMIT LAKE LOOP TRAIL
Dave Daly,
Interpretive Naturalist

A fall hike along Summit Lake Loop Trail is

As you cross the canal to the west side of

an enchanting experience. As summer gives

the lake under Kenmore Boulevard, take

way to autumn, cooler temperatures and

note of the model canal boat on st Street

shorter days prevail. Late-season flowers

and appreciate the history and former

like goldenrod and swamp mallow color the

use of the lake as an industrial thruway

landscape. Deciduous oaks, cottonwoods

that ignited Ohio’s growth and economic

and maples will take on brilliant hues of

importance. Don’t forget to say “hi” to the

yellow, orange and red as leaves change

Let’s Grow Akron chickens as you cross

color and the trees prepare for winter

Harvey Avenue and continue your journey!

dormancy.

There is so much to see and experience at

Look for early-season migratory songbirds

Summit Lake.

like thrushes and warblers in September. In
October, later-season dabblers like wood
ducks and teals will gather in groups on the
Swamp Mallow

water in preparation for their migratory trip
south to their winter homes.
Male Wood Duck

summitmetroparks.org
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We’re Your Back Yard ~ SEP•OCT 2022

Try a New Connection

in
Stephanie Walton, Chief of Marketing & Communications

As many community

The portion of roadway between Portage Path and Merriman Rd. was made
available for the enjoyment of pedestrians while the park district studied options

members may have
noticed, Summit Metro
Parks closed a section of
Sand Run Parkway to

for addressing the culvert.
Summit Metro Parks has considered a variety of factors:
• Road salt and traffic are harmful to surrounding natural resources and
sensitive wildlife, such as salamanders and other amphibians
• As a trail, the road could extend the Jogging Trail and allow for a future
ADA-compliant connection to the Towpath Trail at Big Bend

vehicles in 209 due to
an aging culvert that can
no longer safely support

• The cost to repair the culvert is estimated at nearly $ million
• Traffic studies demonstrate low vehicular usage of the roadway
• Public polling supports the closure
After carefully considering these financial, environmental and recreational factors, as

their weight.

well as public input, the park district has determined the best way to serve Summit
continued on page 6

summitmetroparks.org
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MERRIMAN
VALLEY

TOWPATH
TRAIL

SMP
HQ

TREATY LINE
AREA

SAND RUN
AREA

continued from page 5

County residents is to permanently close
BIG
BEND

this area to vehicles. Moving forward,
VALLEY VIEW
AREA

pedestrian crossings will be improved,
the roadway will be converted to an
extension of the Jogging Trail and in

The new extension will add one mile to the Jogging Trail.

the future, the park district hopes to
build a connection to the Towpath Trail.

MERRIMAN
ROAD

Construction on these updates is already

SMP
HQ

underway. Come check out this new trail
BIG
BEND

PRIVATE
RESIDENCE

TOWPATH
TRAIL

Cuyahoga Valley
Scenic Railway

connection today!

RAVINE
STEPS

Learn more about improvements
currently underway in Sand Run Metro
Park: https://bit.ly/RestoringSandRun.

A switchback trail could also connect the Jogging Trail to the Towpath Trail.
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We’re Your Back Yard ~ SEP•OCT 2022

Fall Into Autumn Fun

SMP
Claire Merrick,
Marketing and Public Relations Manager

As the herald of waning daylight
brings promises of crisper days ahead,
colorful imagery and the earthy scent
of fallen leaves, there are countless
opportunities to celebrate the arrival
of autumn with Summit Metro Parks.
Watch lumberjack glitter
(otherwise known as sawdust) fly at
Fall Family Outing, where the

FALL FAMILY OUTING
Saturday, October  • 2-8 p.m.
Sunday, October 2 • 2-8 p.m.

Munroe Falls Metro Park

lumberjack show promises to be
an event to remember! You’ll have
the chance to watch lumberjacks
speed climb 45-foot poles, perform
springboard chops and more. Enjoy
kids’ activities, mascot appearances,
food trucks, seasonal refreshments,
hayrides, bonfires and other delights
of the season.
New this year, bring the family
to the park district’s first-ever
Truck-or-Treat! Visitors will

Truck-or-Treat
Saturday, October 22 • 5-7 p.m.

Silver Creek Metro Park
Saturday, October 29 • 5-7 p.m.

Goodyear Heights Metro Park

have the opportunity to explore the
trucks and vehicles that help keep
our parks beautiful while collecting
treats from SMP staff. Costumes
are encouraged for all ages!
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Programs & Events

SEPTEMBER

Beginning Thursday, September 

SUBMIT ENTRIES FOR
THE AMATEUR
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT
From September  through November 8,
visitors may submit two entries for our
Annual Amateur Photography Exhibit, which
will be displayed at the Nature Realm and by
virtual exhibit. Only two printed photographs
will be accepted, and all images must be taken
in areas managed by Summit Metro Parks.
With each entry, please include your name,
address, phone number, email, the location
where the image was taken and a title for the
image. Where possible, please do not share
contact information with other entrants.
Entries should not be matted, framed or
include watermarks, and should be one of the
following sizes: 5"x7", 8"x0" or "x4" and
printed on photo paper. You may drop off
entries at F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm (828
Smith Rd., Akron) or mail them to 975 Treaty
Line Rd., Akron OH 4433, Attn: Amateur
Photography Exhibit. Please include with your
submission a completed entry form, which
may be downloaded from the top of the
Programs & Events webpage. Summit Metro
Parks is not responsible for any photographs
lost or damaged in the mail. Photographs will
not be returned. Only after a photo is selected
for the exhibit will photographers also be asked
to provide a digital copy.

new!

Thursday, September , 7 – 8 p.m.

SUBMIT ENTRIES FOR OUR
KIDS’ ART EXHIBIT

Explore nature along Rock Creek Trail and
enjoy a beautiful sunset as the first day of
the Fall Hiking Spree comes to a close. FR/

Beginning Thursday, September 

From September –30, kids ages 6-7 may
submit their entry for our first-ever Kids
Art Exhibit, which will be displayed at the
Nature Realm and virtually. Only one entry
per child will be accepted. The theme for
the exhibit is pollinators; all entries must be
two dimensional and should be one of the
following sizes: 5"x7", 8"x0" or "x4". Any
media is acceptable as long as it falls within
the guidelines. With each entry, please include
your name, address, phone number and
email. Where possible, please do not share
contact information with other entrants.
Entries should not be matted or framed. You
may drop off entries at F.A. Seiberling Nature
Realm (828 Smith Rd., Akron) or mail them
to 975 Treaty Line Rd., Akron OH 4433,
Attn: Kids’ Art Exhibit. Please include with
your submission a completed entry form,
which may be downloaded from the top of
the Programs & Events webpage. Summit
Metro Parks is not responsible for any loss or
damage. Artwork will be returned. Only after
a piece is selected for the exhibit will we ask for
a digital copy.

SUNSET SPREE HIKE

Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield g

Saturday, September 3
0 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

DISTANCE HIKE
Hike more than six miles at a steady pace on
Schumacher Trail and continue onto Valley
Link Trail into Sand Run. There will be few,
if any, rest stops. Please wear appropriate
footwear and bring drinking water. CV/
Schumacher Valley: 690 Cuyahoga St., Akron

balloflex

®

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT!
Enjoy an exercise session with
a certified BalloFlex instructor. BalloFlex
is a seated workout that incorporates the
elements of dance and fitness together
in a safe, low impact and fun system.
It is designed for all ages and abilities!

2:30 –  p.m.

Thursday, September , 0:30 –  a.m.

VIRTUAL

:

Zoom meeting ID: 849 6465 8634

HELLO FALL!

Thursday, September 
Wednesday, September 7
Thursday, September 8
Monday, September 2
Thursday, September 5
Wednesday, September 2
Thursday, September 22
Monday, September 26
Thursday, September 29

Curious youngsters
with an accompanying
adult will meet a
naturalist for a hike
along the paved
Overlook Trail to
explore all things
fall with stories,
movement and more! Strollers are welcome.
CV/Overlook: 354 Sackett Ave., Akron

Please visit summitmetroparks.org or call 330-865-8065 for the latest information on COVID-9 protocols.

Key

Call: 330-865-8065 Advance registration required,

beginning at 0 a.m. on the date in parentheses.

(date) Registration start date

$ Fee
g Fall Hiking Spree credit
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BHT Bike & Hike Trail
CV Cascade Valley
DLQ Deep Lock Quarry
FASN F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm

F Firestone
FR Furnace Run
FT Freedom Trail
GYH Goodyear Heights

Zoom: https://zoom.us/join

Key in the Meeting ID number.
G Gorge
HH Hampton Hills
LP Liberty Park
MF Munroe Falls

NR Nimisila Reservoir
ONW O’Neil Woods
SC Silver Creek
SFB Springfield Bog

Web: 330tix.com

 Online registration.
SLNC Summit Lake Nature Center
SR Sand Run
TT Towpath Trail
WH Wood Hollow

Programs & Events ~ sep 2022

Sunday, September 4,  – 2 p.m.

Friday, September 9, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

YOGA FOR KIDS:
LIFE OF SQUIRRELS

GONE FISHIN’
Kids ages 5 and younger can learn the basics
of fishing, then drop a line and see what
they can catch. Some rods and reels will be
available for use. Bait is provided. Adults
must supervise their children and must have
a current Ohio fishing license if they want to
fish. LP/Tinkers Creek: 0303 Aurora-Hudson

Ages 3 and up can join a certified yoga
instructor and naturalist for this program.
We will learn about nature, the seasons
and animals through stories, songs, games
and yoga poses. Bring a yoga mat, towel
or blanket. Meet at Sherman Shelter.
SC/Lake House: 5000 Hametown Rd., Norton

Rd., Streetsboro

Sunday, September 4,  – 3 p.m.

Friday, September 9, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

MEET THE ARTIST: JIM ROETZEL
Meet local photographer Jim Roetzel at the
opening of his photography exhibit “Wings
Over the Cuyahoga.” FASN/Visitors Center:
828 Smith Rd., Akron

FRIDAY FALL FUN
Wednesday, September 7
4 – 5:30 p.m. & 6 – 7:30 p.m.

INTRO TO ARCHERY
Archery is one of the oldest arts still
practiced today, and it’s more accessible than
ever. Join us to learn international-style target
archery at our outdoor range. Beginner
and experienced archers are welcome.
All equipment and hands-on instruction
provided. Must be 50 inches or taller. Cost:
$0/person. SC/Archery Range: 89 Eastern Rd.,
Doylestown

(8/3) $

Thursday, September 8, 0:30 a.m. –
2:30 p.m. & :30 – 3:30 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:
POTATO BUGS

Monday, September 5
0:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

LABOR DAY FAMILY HIKE
AND PICNIC
Take advantage of the holiday and bring the
family for a lovely late-summer hike. Pack
a picnic to enjoy back at the shelter once
we’re done walking! SC/Pheasant Run: 5000
Hametown Rd., Norton g

Wednesday, September 7
0 – :30 a.m.

LIL’ SPROUTS
This biweekly program is designed to engage
ages 3-5 and an accompanying grown-up into
the wonderful world of gardening. Each class
will build upon knowledge from the last and
will be centered on what’s growing and ready
to harvest! SLNC: 4 Ira Ave., Akron
(8/3)

Homeschoolers, ages 7-4: Roly polies, pill
bugs and wood lice… whatever you call them,
join a naturalist to dig into the fascinating
world of these land-dwelling crustaceans!
We will take a hike to find these creatures in
the wild and learn about them through some
fun hands-on activities and experiments.

Gather with a naturalist for fun fall leaf
activities and a .4-mile scenic sunset hike.
Consider bringing a picnic to enjoy before the
program. SR/Treaty Line: 995 Treaty Line Rd.,
Akron

Saturday, September 0
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

BEGINNER STAND-UP
PADDLEBOARDING
Try stand-up paddleboarding, the fastest
growing water sport, to get a workout and
enjoy nature. A certified instructor and a
naturalist will guide you. No experience
needed. Minimum age is 3; ages 3-7 must
be with an adult participant. Participants
must wear closed-toe shoes and be able to
swim. We suggest bringing water, sunscreen,
a hat, sunglasses and wearing clothes that can
get wet. Fee includes: loan of paddleboard,
paddle, personal flotation device and
instruction. Space is limited. Cost: $5/person.
SC/Lake House: 5000 Hametown Rd., Norton
(9/) $

LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg
(9/)

Thursday, September 8, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

CAMPFIRE COOKING
Stop by to try your hand at campfire cooking!
We’ll be demonstrating techniques and
sharing recipes for some delicious and easy
meals and desserts. Help us cook, then taste
the results (while supplies last). LP/Nature
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Friday, September 9, 2 –  p.m.

SENIOR SAUNTER
Whether you’re a senior by age or just want
to enjoy the outdoors at a leisurely pace, join
us for a walk to appreciate the sights and
sounds of nature in late summer. Bring a mug
to enjoy a beverage and nature conversation
afterward. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd.,
Twinsburg

Saturday, September 0, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

GOLDEN FLOWER SUNSET HIKE
Join a naturalist for a celebration of the
majestic evening glow of gold! Experience
ornate flowers during the golden hour for
this sunset hike. Gain a new appreciation for
goldenrods and other gilded flowers while
we hike to the opening music of the night.
SFB: 400 Portage Line Rd., Springfield Twp. g
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Programs & Events ~ sep 2022

Beginning Tuesday, September 3

Thursday, September 5, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

SELF-GUIDED: POETRY HIKE

GOOD GARDENS:
CREATIVE CHEF

Hike along Celebration Trail for seasonal
reflections September 3–20. Fall into
autumn with poetry as the gentle wind
beckons through the leaves. CV/Valley View:
22 Cuyahoga St., Akron g

Newton St., Akron

Wednesday, September 4
0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Friday, September 6, 3 – 4:30 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR ADULTS
KINDEREALM:

FOREST FLOOR
Children ages 3 to 6 and their families can
drop by and discover the mysteries of the
forest floor. Warm up next to a toasty fire
and learn about this important ecosystem,
then hit the trail in search of the wildlife
that call the forest floor home.

Wednesday, September 2
0 a.m. – 2 p.m.
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd.,
Twinsburg

Monday, September 26
5 – 7 p.m.
FASN/Campfire Area: 828 Smith Rd.,
Akron

Sunday, September ,  – 4 p.m.

GIRL SCOUT WORKSHOP:
MINIBEASTS
Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts are invited
to join us for naturalist-led sessions about
insects, arachnids, worms and more! We’ll
search for these critters in various habitats
and learn how they thrive and survive in
their homes. Brownies will be able to use
this session to work towards their Bug Badge
and Juniors their Animal Habitats Badge.
F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 Harrington Rd.,
Akron

Sunday, September , 2 – 3:30 p.m.

BACKYARDS GONE WILD:
FALL CLEANUP
Join a naturalist for a conversation on tidying
up our yards in a nature-friendly manner.
We’ll discuss everything from leaving some
leaves and creating brush piles to using spent
seed heads as bird feeders, all for the benefit
of hibernating amphibians, butterflies, bees
and more in our yards! LP/Nature Center:
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg
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Join our interpretive artist at the beautiful
Summit Lake Nature Center for an
entertaining lesson in nature drawing. Bring
a sketchbook, pencil and a sense of humor.
Beginners are welcome. SLNC: 4 Ira Ave.,
Akron

Enjoying your garden produce but looking
for new recipes? Come expand your palate
and try some innovative recipes. Samples will
be available while they last. GYH/Lodge: 2077

(9/7)

LESS STRESS HIKE
Did you know there are many benefits of
hiking? Join us to learn how beneficial green
space and nature can be to our mental
state. Along the trail, we will try some of
the techniques used by “forest bathers.”
F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 Harrington Rd.,
Akron

Wednesday, September 4,  – 2 p.m.
Friday, September 6, 7:30 – 9 p.m.

VIRTUAL: NATURE DRAWING
FOR ADULTS
Join our interpretive artist for an entertaining
virtual lesson in nature drawing. You’ll need
a sketchbook, pencil, and a sense of humor.
Beginners are welcome.
A Zoom invitation
will be emailed to participants after registering.
(9/7)

Wednesday, September 4, 5 – 6 p.m.

NOCTURNAL CREATURES
NIGHT HIKE
Ever wonder what happens in the woods at
night when the daytime critters go to sleep?
Join a naturalist on one of our Fall Hiking
Spree trails to see what our local wildlife is up
to when the sun goes down! MF/Lake Area:
52 S. River Rd., Munroe Falls g

WILDFLOWER WREATH
A naturalist will lead this hands-on program
to craft a beautiful wildflower wreath using a
natural grapevine base, dried herbs and native
plants. Participants are encouraged to bring
dried cuttings from their own garden to use.
Meet at Meadow View Shelter. MF/Tallmadge
Meadows: 088 North Ave., Tallmadge

(9/8)

Thursday, September 5
0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

NATURE COLLAGE
Let’s make something beautiful! Join our
interpretive artist for this lesson in nature
collage. All materials will be provided. FASN/
Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

(9/9)

Thursday, September 5,  – 3 p.m.

VIRTUAL: NATURE COLLAGE
Let’s make something beautiful! Join our
interpretive artist for this virtual lesson in
nature collage.
A list of materials and a
Zoom invite will be emailed after registering.
(9/9)

Saturday, September 7, 2 – 2 p.m. –
Sunday, September 8, 2 – 2 p.m.

MONARCH BUTTERFLY
OPEN HOUSE
Stop in to celebrate the amazing migration of
the monarch butterfly. Learn about the life of
this iconic insect, its cultural significance and
how you can help these amazing pollinators
through hands-on activities, a story trail and
more. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd.,
Twinsburg

Explore

Programs & Events ~ sep 2022

Saturday, September 7, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Thursday, September 22, 6 – 8 p.m.

ZOMBIE HIKE AND
SCAVENGER HUNT

WOODLAND MUSHROOMS
A walk in the woods often reveals wonders of
nature otherwise overlooked. Join a naturalist
on a hike to discover the beauty, variety and
interesting ecology of mushrooms. Sturdy
shoes, bug spray and drinking water are
strongly advised. LP/Nature Center: 9999

Fall is here and it’s time to have fun on this
zombie hike and scavenger hunt! We will hike
Pheasant Run to find what our group needs
to survive the zombie invasion. Participants
will learn about plants in nature that were
once used as food or used to make weapons.
Participants will also want to keep their eyes
open for zombies lurking in the woods as
we try to make it back to take refuge at the
shelter. SC/Pheasant Run: 5000 Hametown Rd.,

Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Thursday, September 22, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

INTRO TO ARCHERY
FOR ADULTS

Norton g

Sunday, September 8, 2 – :30 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR KIDS
Join our interpretive artist for this
entertaining lesson in nature drawing for
kids ages 6-2. All materials will be provided.
FASN: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

(9/2)

Sunday, September 8, 2 – 3 p.m.

VIRTUAL: NATURE DRAWING
FOR KIDS
Join our interpretive artist for this
entertaining virtual lesson in nature drawing
for kids ages 6-2. All you need is a pencil and
paper.
A Zoom invitation will be emailed to
participants after registration.

(9/2)

Wednesday, September 2
0 – :30 a.m.

LIL’ SPROUTS
This biweekly program is designed to engage
ages 3-5 and an accompanying grown-up into
the wonderful world of gardening. Each class
will build upon knowledge from the last and
will be centered on what’s growing and ready
to harvest! SLNC: 4 Ira Ave., Akron
(8/3)

Wednesday, September 2,  – 2 p.m.

Beginning Monday, September 9

VIRTUAL: NATURE JOURNALING
FOR ADULTS

SELF-GUIDED: FALL
WILDFLOWER WALK

Join our interpretive artist for an inspiring
virtual lesson in nature journaling as a
technique for practicing mindfulness.
A

Hike Coyote Run between September 9
and October 2 to admire the beauty of
late-season wildflowers and learn how
they are essential for pollinators such as
the monarch butterfly. Interpretive signs
will be posted along the way to guide your
learning experience. Begin your journey at
the trailhead between the shelter and nature
center. LP/Twinsburg Ledges: 9999 Liberty Rd.,

Friday, September 23,  a.m.

Thursday, September 22, 8 – 9:30 a.m.

CV/Valley View Area:
22 Cuyahoga St, Akron

QUARRY BIRDS
Bring your binoculars to witness the fall
migration with a naturalist. As they say,
the early bird gets the worm! DLQ: 5779

Wednesday, September 2
0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Thursday, September 22, 5 – 6:30 p.m.

NATURE JOURNALING
FOR ADULTS

Children ages 9-5 can learn internationalstyle target archery and test their
marksmanship at our temporary indoor
range. This program is good for beginning and
practiced archers. All equipment and handson instruction provided. Must be 50 inches
or taller. Cost: $0/person. F/Coventry Oaks:

(9/4)

PROMISES
in the Park

Zoom invitation will be emailed to participants
(9/4)
after registering.

Riverview Rd., Peninsula

828 Smith Rd., Akron

F/Coventry Oaks: 40 Axline Ave., Akron
(9/5) $

Summit County Probate Court and
Summit Metro Parks are partnering to
offer a free outdoor wedding ceremony
and vow renewal for Summit County
residents. One registration per couple is
required. bit.ly/promisesinthepark2022

Twinsburg g

Join our interpretive artist for an inspiring
lesson in nature journaling as a technique for
practicing mindfulness. FASN/Visitors Center:

Archery is one of the oldest arts still
practiced today, and it’s more accessible
than ever. Participants 6 and older can
learn international-style target archery and
test their marksmanship at our temporary
indoor range. Beginning and practiced archers
are welcome. All equipment and hands-on
instruction provided. Cost: $0/person.

INTRO TO ARCHERY FOR KIDS

40 Axline Ave., Akron

(9/5) $
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Programs & Events ~ sep & oct 2022

Friday, September 23, 0:30 –  a.m.

Sunday, September 25,  a.m. – 3 p.m.

VIRTUAL: FOREST FLOOR
FOR KIDS

KAYAKING: OPEN HOUSE

Calling all kids: join us virtually to discover the
mysteries of the forest floor. Learn about
this important ecosystem through games
and activities and take a virtual hike in search
of wildlife that call the forest floor home.
Zoom meeting ID: 889 9863 8855

Friday, September 23, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

FALL SPREE TOGETHER
In this series, trek alongside a naturalist to
work toward getting our Fall Hiking Spree
staffs and shields — together! Focusing on the
hike, we will make limited stops. GYH/Pioneer:
550 Frazier Ave., Akron g

Saturday, September 24, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

RAPTOR IDENTIFICATION
BASICS
It’s a bird, it’s a plane…what the heck is it? Join
a naturalist to discover how to identify hawks
and other raptors in flight and perching in a
tree or on a wire. Afterwards, we will hike a
short distance in search of raptors in the wild.
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Join us to try kayaking! Enjoy a relaxed
session to see what this water sport is
like and try maneuvering out on the lake.
Minimum age is 3; ages 3-7 must be
accompanied by an adult. Participants must
wear closed-toe shoes and be able to swim.
We suggest bringing water, sunscreen, a hat
and sunglasses, as well as wearing clothes that
can get wet. Spots will be available on a first
come, first served basis from  a.m. to 2 p.m.
SLNC: 4 Ira Ave., Akron

Sunday, September 25, 2 – 4 p.m.

COLLECTING NEXT YEAR’S
BEAUTY: NATIVE SEEDS
Join a naturalist as we collect native plant
seeds from the areas around Wood Hollow.
Learn proper seed storage and propagating
techniques so you can grow plants next
spring. Bring bags, clippers and a marker to
label what you collect. A hat and sunscreen
are recommended. WH: 22 Barlow Rd.,
Hudson

Thursday, September 29, 7 – 8 p.m.

PAWPAW APPRECIATION NIGHT
Discover Ohio’s state native fruit, the
pawpaw! Learn the benefits of this fruit and
how to grow it, take home recipes and taste
test its delicious banana-like flavor, while
supplies last. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty
Rd., Twinsburg

Beginning Friday, September 30

EYE SPY: HARD MODE
This is not your nana’s eye spy! Come on over
to Cherry Lane for an advanced level eye spy
challenge along the trail from September 30
to October . If you think you’ve got what it
takes, keep those eyes peeled for puzzles in
the woods! FASN: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, September 30, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

THE CROOKED RIVER
Celebrate World Rivers Day by hiking along
our “Crooked River” with a naturalist. Gain
Fall Hiking Spree credit while hearing about
the Cuyahoga River and the future of the
Gorge Dam. We will keep a lookout for any
wildlife along the way. G/Main Entrance: 60
Front St., Cuyahoga Falls g
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Like to paint but want some guidance? Adult
participants are invited to appreciate the
beauty of the parks as we paint together.
We’ll look at some brightly-colored creatures
to inspire creativity and go through stepby-step instructions. We will provide all of
the supplies needed to create a personal
masterpiece. F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620
Harrington Rd., Akron

Saturday, October 
9 – :30 a.m. & 2:30 – 3 p.m.

GORGE KAYAK
Paddle the Cuyahoga River at the Gorge to
see towering rock ledges and breathtaking
scenery from your kayak. Led by a certified
instructor and a naturalist. Minimum age is 3;
ages 3-7 must be with an adult participant.
Participants must wear closed-toe shoes
and be able to swim. We suggest bringing
water, sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses and
wearing clothes that can get wet. Fee includes
instruction and loan of a kayak, paddle and
personal flotation device. Space is limited.
Cost: $5/person. G/Main Entrance: 60
Front St., Cuyahoga Falls

CLASSY CANVAS
Sunday, September 25
9:30 a.m. –  a.m.

OCTOBER

(9/23)

(9/23) $

Saturday, October ,  – 3 p.m.

GEOLOGY OF THE LEDGES
Take a step back in time and learn about
the geology of the Twinsburg Ledges. Learn
how they were created, what they are made
of, and their importance to the ecosystem.
We will be hiking about a mile on uneven
and rocky terrain. LP/Twinsburg Ledges: 9999
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Explore

Programs & Events ~ oct 2022

Sunday, October 2, :30 a.m. –  p.m.

Wednesday, October 5,  – 2 p.m.

HISTORY OF THE PORTAGE
PATH AND ARTIST’S TALK

VIRTUAL: NATURE DRAWING
FOR ADULTS

Join us for a walk from Big Bend to the northernmost point of the Portage Path. You’ll learn
about the history of this vital link between
North American waterways as we walk, then
enjoy a talk at the northern terminus by artist
Peter Jones. Jones created the statues of the
portaging American Indian which can be seen
at both the northern and southern termini of
the Portage Path. This program is presented
in coordination with the Portage Path Collaborative as part of a series of events in honor
of North American First People’s Day. More
information about events in the Akron area
honoring North American First People’s Day
can be found at walkportagepath.com. SR/Big

Join our interpretive artist for this
entertaining virtual lesson in nature drawing.
No experience is necessary; all you need are
pencils, paper and a sense of humor.
A
Zoom invitation will be emailed to participants
(9/28)
after registering.

BACKYARDS GONE WILD:
SEED COLLECTING
It’s never too early to plan next year’s garden!
Learn how to start beautiful, beneficial native
plants from seed, including collection, storage
and propagation, and take home seeds to
plant in your own yard! Please bring small
bags from home for seed collecting. LP/Nature
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Wednesday, October 5, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR ADULTS
Join our interpretive artist for an entertaining
lesson in nature drawing. Bring a sketchbook,
pencil and a sense of humor. Beginners are
welcome. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd.,
Twinsburg

(9/28)

Enjoy an exercise session with
a certified BalloFlex instructor. BalloFlex
is a seated workout that incorporates the
elements of dance and fitness together
in a safe, low impact and fun system.
It is designed for all ages and abilities!

2:30 –  p.m.

LEAF ID HIKE

VIRTUAL

What better way to enjoy a Fall Hiking Spree
trail than with a fall leaf hike? Join a naturalist
to learn tips on identifying fall leaves and
which trees they belong to! FR/Brushwood:
4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield g

Friday, October 7, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

FALL SPREE TOGETHER
In this series, trek alongside a naturalist to
work toward getting our Fall Hiking Spree
staffs and shields — together! Focusing on
the hike, we will make limited stops. ONW/
Trail Lot: 2550 Martin Rd., Bath g

Saturday, October 8,  – 4 p.m.

SCOUT WORKSHOP:
ALL ABOUT ECOSYSTEMS
Scouts, Webelos level and above, are invited
to immerse themselves in the natural world
by investigating diverse areas at Wood
Hollow Metro Park. Discover how our native
plants and animals fit into their ecosystems
and how these complex systems are integral
to our lives as well. Knowledge and skills
gained may be applicable to environmentally
themed advancements. WH: 22 Barlow Rd.,
Hudson

Fall FAMILY OUTING
Saturday, October  & Sunday, October 2
Fall into autumn fun at this FREE event
featuring a lumberjack show, hayrides, bonfires,
naturalist activities, music, refreshments and more.
A wheelchair-accessible hay wagon is available.
MUNROE FALLS METRO PARK
Lake Area: 52 S. River Rd., Munroe Falls

2 to 8 P.M.

®

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT!

Thursday, October 6, 5 – 6:30 p.m.

Bend: 337 Merriman Rd. Akron

Sunday, October 2, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

balloflex

:

Zoom meeting ID: 849 6465 8634

Thursday, October 6
Monday, October 0
Wednesday, October 2
Thursday, October 3
Monday, October 7
Thursday, October 20
Monday, October 24
Wednesday, October 26
Thursday, October 27
Monday, October 3

Beginning Sunday, October 9

SELF-GUIDED: AUTUMN LEAVES
Follow the self-guided trail signs along Rock
Creek Trail to enjoy and learn about autumn
leaf colors. This program is available October
9–30. FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd.,
Richfield g

Sunday, October 9
0 – :30 a.m. & 2 – 3:30 p.m.

LET’S FISH TOGETHER
Everyone is welcome to drop a line in Summit
Lake. Join us at the Summit Lake Nature
Center for an introduction to fishing then
take to the water. Participants 6 and older
need a current Ohio fishing license. Adults are
required to supervise their children. Some
rods and reels will be available for use. Bait is
provided. SLNC: 4 Ira Ave., Akron

Sunday, October 9, 0 – :30 a.m.

VITAL NATURE CONNECTIONS:
SPIDERS

Join a naturalist for another installment of our
Vital Nature Connections series! This month,
we will learn the ways friendly neighborhood
spiders are interconnected to the web of life.
After a short discussion in the shelter, we will
take a stroll through the field in search of webs
in the morning dew. LP/Nature Center: 9999
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg
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Programs & Events ~ oct 2022

Monday, October 0, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 3, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

GONE FISHIN’

NATURE COLLAGE

Ready for some fishy family fun? All ages can
learn the basics of fishing, then drop a line
in the lake and get hooked on a new hobby!
Some rods and reels will be available for use;
bait is provided. Participants 6 and older
need a current Ohio fishing license. Adults
are required to supervise their children.

Let’s make something beautiful! Join our
interpretive artist for this lesson in nature
collage. All materials will be provided.

LP/Tinkers Creek: 0303 Aurora-Hudson Rd.,
Streetsboro

Wednesday, October 2, 9 –  a.m.

KINDEREALM: OWLS

AUTUMN REFLECTIONS

Children ages 3 to 6 and their adult
companions will join a naturalist to enjoy a
story, activities and short walk all focused
on these amazing, nocturnal raptors.
Please make other arrangements for younger
children unable to remain in infant seats or strollers.

Line Rd., Norton

(9/29)

Join a naturalist for a morning hike around
Silver Creek Lake to view the lovely array
of fall colors. SC/Boathouse: 57 S. Medina

VIRTUAL: NATURE COLLAGE
Let’s make something beautiful! Join our
interpretive artist for this virtual lesson in
nature collage.
A list of materials and a
Zoom invite will be emailed after registering.
(0/7)

Thursday, October 3, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, October 2
0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Enjoy the beautiful colors of autumn while
hiking along Downy Loop Trail and learn how
these vibrant shades are produced. WH: 22
Barlow Rd., Hudson

Join our interpretive artist for an inspiring
lesson in nature journaling as a technique for
practicing mindfulness. FASN/Visitors Center:

SLNC: 4 Ira Ave., Akron

Saturday, October 5
0:30 – :30 a.m.

828 Smith Rd., Akron

FASN/Seneca Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Wednesday, October 2, 0 – :30 a.m.

Wednesday, October 9
0:30 – :30 a.m. &  – 2 p.m.

LIL’ SPROUTS

LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd.,
Twinsburg

Sunday, October 9, 2 – :30 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR KIDS
Join our interpretive artist for this
entertaining lesson in nature drawing for
kids ages 6-2. All materials will be provided.
FASN: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, October 3,  – 3 p.m.

AUTUMN COLORS

NATURE JOURNALING
FOR ADULTS

Saturday, October 8
0:30 – :30 a.m.

FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron
(0/7)

(9/30)

Sunday, October 9, 2 – 3 p.m.

VIRTUAL: NATURE DRAWING
FOR KIDS
Join our interpretive artist for this
entertaining virtual lesson in nature drawing
for kids ages 6-2. All you need are a pencil
and paper.
A Zoom invitation will be
emailed to participants after registration.
(9/30)

(0/6)

This biweekly program is designed to engage
ages 3-5 and an accompanying grown-up into
the wonderful world of gardening. Each class
will build upon knowledge from the last and
will be centered on what’s growing and ready
to harvest! SLNC: 4 Ira Ave., Akron
(0/5)

Wednesday, October 2,  – 2 p.m.

VIRTUAL: NATURE JOURNALING
FOR ADULTS

Friday, October 4, 0:30 –  a.m.

Join our interpretive artist online for an
inspiring virtual lesson in nature journaling
as a technique for practicing mindfulness.

Young children and their adult companions
will enjoy this interactive, autumn-themed
story time. Make it a fun, family-friendly
morning by exploring the park or visiting the
nature play area after the program. LP/Nature

A Zoom invitation will be emailed to
(0/6)
participants after registering.

AUTUMN NATURE TALES

Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, October 5, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

CLASSY CANVAS
Like to paint but need some instruction?
Adult participants are invited to appreciate
the beauty of the parks as we paint together.
We’ll look at some brightly-colored creatures
to inspire creativity, then go through stepby-step instructions. We will provide all of
the supplies needed to create a personal
masterpiece. GYH/Pioneer: 550 Frazier Ave.,
Akron
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Explore

Programs & Events ~ oct 2022

Saturday, October 22,  – 3 p.m.

FALL WOODLAND MUSHROOMS
Join a naturalist on a hike to discover the
beauty, variety and interesting ecology of fall
mushrooms. FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend
Rd., Richfield

Sunday, October 23, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

CLIMATE CHANGE EFFECTS
Join a naturalist to investigate climate change
and discuss the impacts we see happening
today. Come with questions or natural
curiosity. We will explore climate, weather
and impacts on the natural environment.
FASN/Campfire Area: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Monday, October 24, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

VIRTUAL: CLIMATE FORWARD

Beginning Sunday, October 6

SELF-GUIDED: LEAF MAN
STORYBOOK TRAIL
Enjoy some exercise and beautiful fall colors
as you follow a self-guided story trail based
on the book “Leaf Man.” Look for it along
Quarry Trail October 6–30. DLQ: 5779
Riverview Rd., Peninsula

Sunday, October 6, 2 – 2 p.m.

CANAL STROLL: MUSTILL STORE
Take a walk along the Towpath Trail and step
back in time to experience life in an 850s
canal town. You’ll meet a special character
from the past. TT/Mustill Store: 248 Ferndale
St., Akron

Monday, October 7, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

VIRTUAL: RADICAL RAPTORS
October is raptor month! Join a naturalist for
a virtual feather-filled evening learning about
some of these magnificent birds.
Zoom
meeting ID: 868 239 652

Beginning Tuesday, October 8

SELF-GUIDED: CREEPY CRITTERS
During October, we tend to think of spooky
creatures and activities. Come hike this selfguided trail October 8–25 to learn about
some creepy creatures found on Willow Trail.
F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 Harrington Rd.,
Akron

Thursday, October 20
0:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. &
:30 – 3:30 p.m.

It’s International Day of Climate Action! Tune
in to discover ways in which humans from
around the world are using their passion for
science to save our planet as we know it.
Please bring stories of activism to share!
Zoom meeting ID: 865 2282 373

HOMESCHOOLERS:
CREEPY CREATURES
Homeschoolers ages 7-4: They’re creepy
and they’re kooky, mysterious and spooky.
They’re altogether ooky… no, not the
Addams Family! We are talking about some
of the wonderful, weird critters found in our
parks. Join us to learn about these fascinating
animals and explore the habitats they call
home. F/Coventry Oaks: 40 Axline Ave., Akron
(0/3)

Friday, October 2, 2 –  p.m.

SENIOR SAUNTER
Whether you’re a senior by age or just want
to enjoy the outdoors at a leisurely pace,
join us for a walk to appreciate and learn
about autumn colors. Bring a mug to enjoy a
beverage and nature conversation afterward.
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Friday, October 2, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

FAMILY FLASHLIGHT WALK
Families with young children: drop by to
spot nature in early evening with the help
of a flashlight. A naturalist will greet you
at the trailhead, then send you along the
0.6 mile Cherry Lane Trail to spot wildlife
using eye-shine. FASN/Campfire Area: 828

TRUCK-or-TREAT
At this FREE event, visitors of all ages
can explore the trucks and vehicles
that help keep our parks beautiful
while collecting treats from SMP staff.
Costumes are encouraged for all ages!

Saturday, October 22
SILVER CREEK METRO PARK
Lake House: 5000 Hametown Rd., Norton

Saturday, October 29
GOODYEAR HEIGHTS METRO PARK
Main Entrance: 2077 Newton St., Akron

5 to 7 P.M.

Smith Rd., Akron
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Tuesday, October 25, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, October 26, 0 – :30 a.m.

FALL SPREE TOGETHER

LIL’ SPROUTS

In this series, trek alongside a naturalist to
work toward getting our Fall Hiking Spree
staffs and shields — together! Focusing on the
hike, we will make limited stops. F/Tuscarawas

This biweekly program is designed to engage
ages 3-5 and an accompanying grown-up into
the wonderful world of gardening. Each class
will build upon knowledge from the last and
will be centered on what’s growing and ready
to harvest! SLNC: 4 Ira Ave., Akron
(0/5)

Meadows: 2620 Harrington Rd., Akron g

Tuesday, October 25
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 27, 0:30 –  a.m.

PUMPKIN
CARVING

VIRTUAL: CREEPY CRITTERS
FOR KIDS

Join us to create a
seasonal work of art!
The event will take
place in the outdoor shelter so we can
enjoy a fire and marshmallows. In case of
inclement weather, we will move indoors.
BYOP (pumpkin, that is), or receive one
free pumpkin per family, while supplies last.
Carving utensils provided. Stay until the end
to see all our creations lit up with candles and
crown the fan favorites! LP/Nature Center:

Calling all kids: join us virtually to discover the
creepy, kooky, mysterious and spooky critters
that call our parks home! Come prepared
to be silly and active. Costumes and disguises
are encouraged!
Zoom meeting ID: 829

9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

(0/9)

Beginning Wednesday, October 26

SELF-GUIDED: THE MAGIC OF
MONARCH MIGRATION
Hike the beautiful and ecologically important
Prairie Trail October 26 through November 2 to
learn about the monarch butterfly. Discover
this butterfly’s lifecycle, their significance in
Mexican culture and how you can help these
butterflies as well as other local pollinators.
SFB: 400 Portage Line Rd., Springfield Twp.

4927 9938

Friday, October 28, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

HAUNTED CLINTON HIKE
Have you ever heard the lore of an area and
wondered if it was true? The Clinton area is
full of stories and myths from long ago. Hike
with a naturalist to learn about these local
legends. TT/Clinton: 2749 North St., Clinton

Friday, October 28, 6 – 8 p.m.

HALLOWEEN BIKE RIDE
Come in your best Halloween costume for
this family-friendly night ride followed by a
campfire! S’mores will be waiting for you,
but make sure you bring your own chairs!
Helmets and lights are required. TT/Mustill
Store: 248 Ferndale St., Akron

Sunday, October 30, 0:30 – :30 a.m.

HIKE FOR THE HEALTH OF IT
Hike about one mile at a moderate pace
along Rock Creek Trail through sycamores
and beech-maple woods. Beginners are
welcome, but talk to your doctor before
beginning a new exercise routine. Drinking
water is recommended. FR/Brushwood: 4955
Townsend Rd., Richfield g

Sunday, October 30, 2 – 4 p.m.

SPOOKY SCAVENGER HUNT
Drop in for a self-guided scavenger hunt
along Coyote Run Trail to search for some
spooky and not-so-spooky items. Return your
completed list to the nature center front desk
by 4:45 p.m. for a prize. LP/Nature Center:
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg g

Sunday, October 30, 2 – 4 p.m.

COLORS OF FALL
Join a naturalist as we walk the trail and learn
how to identify trees by their fall foliage.
While discovering what triggers this incredible
explosion of color in our forests, we will
also touch on the yellows, pinks and purples
of fall wildflowers, discussing why they are
so important to native pollinators as well as
the migrating monarch butterfly. LP/Nature
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg
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SUMMIT metro parks

Original Hikers

Lead the Way
Christy Counterman, Marketing Assistant

They are known as the

Original Hikers.
Just five people have completed
the Summit Metro Parks Fall
Hiking Spree every year for 58
consecutive seasons. Decorated
with shields, their hiking staffs
represent countless memories
and hundreds of miles walked
through forests of fall leaves,
meadow flowers and even rocky
ravines covered with snow!

# SMP00

Dr. Arthur Wilcox, the third directorsecretary of the Akron Metropolitan
Park District, was inspired by the
initiatives of the President’s Council on
Physical Fitness and the district’s own
desire to share some little-used trails
with the public. With the help of our
first naturalist Bert Szabo and the head
of maintenance John Kasarda, seven
trails in our six parks were selected for
the 964 hiking event. Wilcox chose
the word “spree” to convey “lively and
joyous participation.”
Those words aptly describe Neva Ucker
who, at 0, is always looking for ways
for her children and grandchildren to
enjoy nature. In 964, she attended an
introductory spree meeting at Goodyear
Heights Metro Park led by Szabo. That
year she accompanied her Girl Scout
troop on the trails, and soon after her
family began hiking with her.
One year, they were on the trail at
Furnace Run and it began to pour. They
covered up for a bit with a makeshift
tent made from Army ponchos. Neva’s

great-granddaughter peeked out of the
hood with wonder as she experienced
raindrops on her face. On Neva’s 50th
year of the spree, after the family’s
final hike at the Nature Realm, she was
presented with 50 red roses. She enjoys
the Nature Realm immensely and smiles
every time she approaches the door.

Joan and Larry Haby, who also began
the spree in 964 just before they were
married, became celebrities of sorts
when a story in the Akron Beacon
Journal recognized their 3 /2-monthold daughter Karen as the youngest
“hiker” to complete the 97 spree. Park
Director John Daily, a returning spree
hiker dating back to 965, authorized
the reward as Joan and Larry took turns
carrying their daughter along the eight
trails. Big brother Charles, at 35 months
old in 97, was awarded his second
shield as a 3-year hiker! He earned his
staff at nine months of age, riding on his
father’s shoulders. Joan, Charles, Karen
and the next generation of Haby hikers
are still going strong!
continued on page 8
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Enjoy

Fall Hiking Spree Original Hikers: (left to right) Joan Haby, Neva Ucker, Jennie Pier and Jennifer Hoffman. (Not pictured: Bill Barnes)

FHS Reward Pickup at Administrative
Offices | December 973

The Pier kids feeding ducks | May 97
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Crossing the stream with two-board
“bridges” | September 97

Three generations of hikers continue
the Pier family legacy, started in 964
by Russ and Jennie Pier. Russ Sr. never
missed a spree in his lifetime, and Jennie
has completed each of the 58 years
of hiking. Russ Jr. recalls his parents
started carrying him along on the hikes
the same year he was born, in 967.
They did the same for his sister, and the
siblings began walking on their own as
soon as they were able. One of their
favorite activities was visiting the ducks
at the ponds in Firestone Metro Park.
When Russ Jr. had children, he and his
wife Jennifer continued the tradition of
carrying the kids along, and their three
adult children have not missed a spree
since the year 2000.

Jennifer Hoffman began hiking with
parents Elmer and Marion Hoffman
during the 964 spree, and they hiked
together every year for the first 35
seasons of the event. The trails were a
bit more primitive back in the 960s and
70s, and they had to do every hike on
each year’s list. There were no wooden
steps at O’Neil Woods Metro Park to

help navigate the steep hill, and stream
crossings were a challenge at Hampton
Hills and Furnace Run Metro Parks, with
only stepping stones or narrow twoboard bridges over the water. Though
sometimes those were ignored to go
splashing through the streams!

Bill Barnes was a 58-year-hiker who,
as a long-time park volunteer is perhaps
more remembered for starting a hiking
spree necessity. Bill often handed out
hiking shields to visitors at the Nature
Realm, and was sympathetic to those
who were having problems attaching the
shields to their staffs. In 2000, he started
preparing new staffs with a shield for
first-year hikers, though returning hikers
still had to do the job themselves. The
next year, Bill recruited fellow volunteers
Dick Bennett, Lloyd Bresley, Doug
Dawes and Bill Wilkerson to host the
first Shield Assistance Workshop.
Of the ,530 hikers who completed
the very first spree in 964, several
are still hiking, though they may have
missed a few years along the decades.
# SMP00

We’re Your Back Yard ~ SEP•OCT 2022
Others from the original class of 964
who completed each year without
interruption until recently are George
Figel, Nancy Grof, Amy and Frank Mitch,
Alice Ryne and of course Bert Szabo.
Heritage Hiker recognition was
introduced in fall 202, when the park
district asked anyone who started
hiking in the first decade of the spree
to contact us with their hiking stories
and photos. The Tryon family wrote
when they saw themselves in Green
Islands with Bert Szabo and their newly-

earned hiking staffs. There are so many
wonderful memories and photos to
share, and we know there are still more
people who qualify for the Heritage
Hiker tag. This year we are adding the
year 974 to the criteria. Although we
didn’t have room to list all 50 Heritage
Hikers here, you can follow our blog
(metro-parks.medium.com/) and social
media posts throughout the fall to meet
some of these dedicated Fall Hiking
Spree participants, and be sure to create
your own memories during this year’s
59th Fall Hiking Spree!

ARE YOU ONE OF OUR
HERITAGE HIKERS?
If you began the Fall Hiking Spree
between 964 and 974, you qualify
for a FREE commemorative hiking
staff medallion, pictured on page 7.
Please contact us by:
• Calling 330-867-55
• Emailing contact@

summitmetroparks.org

2022 Fall Hiking Event
TO PARTICIPATE
Hike at least eight of the designated trails.
After completing each hike, date your form.
Hikes must be completed September  through
November 30. Parks are open daily, from 6 a.m.
to  p.m., unless otherwise noted.
First-year hikers earn a hiking staff and shield.
Returning hikers earn the hiking shield. Hikes
are FREE for all participants. Since the program
is funded by Summit County tax dollars, outof-county residents pay to receive their hiking
rewards ($0 for first-year hikers and $5 for
returning hikers).

WHERE TO GET YOUR REWARDS
Administrative offices
975 Treaty Line Rd., Akron 4433
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm
828 Smith Rd., Akron 4433
Liberty Park Nature Center
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg 44087
Summit Lake Nature Center
4 Ira Ave., Akron 4430

Open:
Wed. through Sat.
0 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday
Noon to 5 p.m.
Closed: Mon. & Tue.

TO RECEIVE YOUR REWARD BY MAIL
Returning hikers may mail their completed forms
along with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
Summit Metro Parks / Administrative Offices
975 Treaty Line Rd., Akron Ohio 4433
(Shields are mailed flat.)
Rewards are not available after March 3, 2023.

TOWPATH Trail
Barberton Trailhead
5 Fairview Ave., Barberton 44203

2022 Commemorative
Hiking Shield

CASCADE VALLEY Metro Park
Celebration Trail / Valley View Area
22 Cuyahoga St., Akron 4433

O’NEIL WOODS Metro Park
Deer Run Trail
2550 Martin Rd., Akron 44333

FIRESTONE Metro Park
Redwing Trail / Tuscarawas Area
2620 Harrington Rd., Akron 4439

SAND RUN Metro Park
Dogwood Trail / Wadsworth Area
400 Sand Run Pkwy., Akron 4433

FURNACE RUN Metro Park
Rock Creek Trail / Brushwood Area
4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield 44286

SILVER CREEK Metro Park
Pheasant Run Trail / Pheasant Run Area
5000 Hametown Rd., Norton 44203

GOODYEAR HEIGHTS Metro Park
Piney Woods Trail / Pioneer Area
550 Frazier Ave., Akron 44305

SPRINGFIELD BOG Metro Park
Prairie Trail
400 Portage Line Rd., Springfield Twp. 4432

GORGE Metro Park
Glens Trail / Main Entrance
60 Front St., Cuyahoga Falls 4422

HIKER’S Choice
Hike any ONE of your favorite
METRO PARKS trails.

HAMPTON HILLS Metro Park
Spring Hollow Trail / Main Entrance
2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron 4433
LIBERTY PARK
Coyote Run Trail / Twinsburg Ledges Area
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg 44087
MUNROE FALLS Metro Park
Indian Spring Trail
52 S. River Rd., Munroe Falls 44262

Let’s grow wild!

On this year’s Fall Hiking Spree,
celebrate native plants and their
important role supporting
local wildlife.
Visit the trails to learn more.

For park maps and directions: hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org, 330-865-8065.

Additional forms are available online and at Acme Fresh Market locations in Summit County.
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FIRST-YEAR RETURNING
Hiker
Hiker

SUMMIT CO. RESIDENT

❏
❏
❏ Yes
❏ No
_________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Zip

❏
❏
❏ Yes
❏ No
_________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

METRO PARK

Zip

Last Name

First Name

Zip

❏
❏
❏ Yes
❏ No
_________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

First Name

Zip

❏
❏
❏ Yes
❏ No
_________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

TRAIL

First Name

SYMBOL MILEAGE

Zip

CLASS RATING

TOWPATH / Barberton

south from Fairview to Robinson and back

2.4

A/B



CASCADE VALLEY

Celebration

.6

B/C



FIRESTONE

Redwing

.

C



FURNACE RUN

Rock Creek

.3

C



GOODYEAR HEIGHTS

Piney Woods

2.0

C

2

GORGE

Glens

.8

C

2

HAMPTON HILLS

Spring Hollow

.9

C

3

LIBERTY PARK

Coyote Run

.2

C



MUNROE FALLS

Indian Spring

2.2

C

2

O’NEIL WOODS

Deer Run

2.3

C

3

SAND RUN

Dogwood

.9

C

3

SILVER CREEK

Pheasant Run

.2

C



SPRINGFIELD BOG

Prairie

.6

C



SIGNATURE (Optional)

DATE

THIS FORM MAY BE REPRODUCED.

2022

INDIVIDUAL &
FAMILY/GROUP
HIKING FORM

First Name

❏
❏
❏ Yes
❏ No
_________________________________________________________________________________

Hiker’s Choice (Metro Park ONLY) ______________________________
Rating: =Easy 2=Moderate 3=Strenuous
Class: A=Multipurpose B=Accessible C=Basic D=Primitive
Visit our website for rating and class definitions.

Don’t forget that your park visits count towards the Centennial
Tour! Visit summitmetroparks00.org to learn more.

All trail mileage reflects round-trip hikes.

330-867-55 (weekdays) • 330-865-8065 (weekends) • hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org

