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WHAT’S NEW in
our GIFT SHOP
We’ve made some updates to the 

gift shop at F.A. Seiberling Nature 

Realm (828 Smith Rd., Akron). Stop in 

this season to see what’s new and get 

your 208 Fall Hiking Spree T-shirt!

Gift shop hours are 0 a.m. to  

4:45 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, 

noon to 4:45 p.m. Sunday. For more 

information, call 330-865-8065.
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From fiery autumn foliage to pancakes 
smothered in syrup, the modest sugar 
maple enriches our lives in more ways 
than we realize.

The sugar maple is a stately tree that 
can grow to over 00 feet tall with the 
potential to live for several hundred 
years. Besides enhancing breakfast and 
sunsets, it provides us with many less-
recognized benefits: shade, wood for 
fires, homes and furniture, oxygen,  
clean water and lots of carbon storage.

This special tree is a major component 
of our forests and can be found in every 
Metro Park. Its abundant spring flowers 
are wind-pollinated, but provide much-
needed pollen and nectar for emerging 
insects and migrating songbirds. These 
develop into the famous wind-dispersed 
winged seeds that spin like helicopters 
toward the ground in autumn, where 

they will germinate the following spring. 
This maple is considered to be one of the 
most shade-tolerant tree species, giving 
its seedlings the ability to compete and 
grow in even the deepest forests.

Its iconic leaf shape is used by artists 
everywhere to represent the best of 
northern hardwood regions, from the 
national flag of Canada to our very own 
logo at Summit Metro Parks.  

Rob Curtis, 
Park Biologist

SUGAR MAPLE

Y O U R  B A C K  Y A R D

Sugar maples support an incredible amount 
of biodiversity. Thousands of species repre-
senting nearly every life form rely on the 
sugar maple, including: 

	 • Rosy Maple Moth • Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

	 • Southern Flying Squirrel • Northern Tooth Fungus

	 • Star Rosette Lichen • Red-backed Salamander

 • Spotted Coralroot
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O ftentimes the idea of 

predators living among 

us evokes a sense of 

mystery, intrigue and 

even fear. Although it’s 

true that wild animals 

can sometimes conflict 

with humans, the critical 

role predators play in 

our environment should 

be respected and even 

celebrated. 

THE

bobcat
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YOUR BACK YARD

WHAT IS A PREDATOR? 

A predator is an animal that naturally 

preys on other animals. Predators are 

generally well-adapted for hunting, with 

keen vision, acute hearing and excellent 

sense of smell; their hunting skills are 

nothing short of incredible. 

By eating the old, injured, sick and 

sometimes young creatures, predators 

ensure more food for the survival and 

prosperity of the healthiest animals. In 

controlling population size, predators 

also help slow the spread of disease.

LOCAL PREDATORS

Coyotes are an established and integral 

part of our local environment. They 

are at the top of the food chain and 

are responsible for helping keep small 

mammal populations in check. A 205 

Summit Metro Parks study revealed 

that coyotes in our area work hard to 

avoid people, staying in natural areas 

and limiting most of their activity to 

nighttime. 

Black bears and bobcats are also 

valuable predators that are making a 

comeback in our region. Once common, 

then pushed out by industry and devel- 

opment, small numbers of both species 

are currently living successfully in 

Northeast Ohio. 

Whether you love them or love to 

hate them, bears, bobcats and coyotes 

are critical components of a healthy 

ecosystem. Coyotes and bears are 

omnivores, eating both plants and 

animals. Coyotes will even help clean 

up unsightly roadkill, especially during 

winter months when it’s more difficult 

to find their preferred meal of meadow 

voles and rabbits. Bobcats are strictly 

carnivorous, only eating small mammals 

like hare or birds. 

PREDATORS OF THE PAST

Coyotes, bears and bobcats are the 

lucky few predators remaining in our 

area. Ohio was once home to wolves 

and even mountain lions, but these 

species were extirpated from our  

region in the early 9th century.  

Because of our present land use and 

dense human population, these species 

aren’t likely to return to Ohio in the 

near future.

Marlo Perdicas, Park Biologist

FOR PREDATORS
CASE

continued on page 9

coyote
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BOBCATSSpecies 
Spotlight Lynx rufus

BOBCATS are named for their TAIL which appears 
to be cut or “BOBBED.”

COOL FACTS

Bobcats have an average LIFE SPAN 

 of 0 to 2 years in the wild.

Bobcats can reach speeds of 25 to 30 mph in short 
bursts. However, they don’t spend much time running because 
they are ambush hunters.

APPEARANCE

Bobcats can have one to 
six kittens in a litter; the 

average is three. 

BEHAVIOR

COOL FACTS

ABILITIES

The MOST ABUNDANT wildcat  
in the U.S.

26" to 4" 
TALL

 to 30 
pounds

TAIL is 4" to 
7" LONG

A bobcat is a TYPE of LYNX.

The ruff of fur along a bobcat’s face 

helps to collect sound.

They are still a protected 
species.

Ohio had 499 
verified bobcat 

reports in 207.
BLACK SPOTS on the INSIDE 
of their white LEGS are unique 

like finger prints.

Bobcats hunt by stalking 

and then leaping 0 to 

2 feet horizontally to 

take down their prey.

In 974, 
 bobcats were 

declared an 
endangered 

species in 
Ohio.

In a vertical leap, 

bobcats can jump 

as high as 2 feet.

Removed from 

the endangered 
species list in 

Ohio in July of 

204.

Kittens stay 
with their 

mother for 9 
to 2 months 

after birth.

Found 

from 

CANADA  

to 

MEXICO.

An adult 
 may occupy 

 a territory 
 from 5 to 30 
square miles.

Bobcats are carnivores 
— only eating meat. Their diet 

consists of small mammals, birds,  

deer, reptiles, amphibians and fish.



 
September through October

SUBMIT ENTRIES FOR  
THE AMATEUR  
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT
Through November 8, visitors may 
submit two entries for the 9th Amateur 
Photography Exhibit, on display in the Nature 
Realm visitors center January through May 
209. Only two printed photographs will 
be accepted, and all images must be taken 
in areas managed by Summit Metro Parks. 
With each entry, please include your name, 
address, phone number, email, the location 
where the image was taken and a title for 
the image. Entries should not be matted, 
framed or include watermarks, and should 
be one of the following sizes: 5"x7", 8"x0" or 
"x4" printed on photo paper. All originals 
may be picked up at the Nature Realm after 
the exhibit. You may drop off entries during 
the visitors center’s regular hours, c/o Naturalist 
Elizabeth Kresse. No mail-in entries, please. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Saturday, September  
0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

RAPTOR  
IDENTIFICATION HIKE
It’s a hawk! It’s an eagle! It’s an osprey!  
It’s a … raptor! Join a naturalist for a short  
presentation to discover how to identify 
various raptors in flight and at rest. Afterwards,  
we will hike in search of raptors in the wild. 
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg 

g

Saturday, September ,  – 2:30 p.m.

READING THE CLOUDS
Who needs Doppler radar when you can 
read the clouds? Learn why you should heed 
the saying “red sky in the morning, sailors take 
warning,” what causes tornadoes and what 
to look for during a storm. LP/Nature Center: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg 

Saturday, September , 8 – 9:30 p.m.

FAMILY HIKE & FIRE
Look and listen for nocturnal wildlife on a 
short hike, then gather around the campfire 
and roast marshmallows (while supplies 
last). LP/Twinsburg Ledges: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg 

Saturday, September , 8:30 – 0:30 p.m.

MARVELOUS MOTHS
Join a naturalist and University of Akron Field 
Station Manager Lara Roketenetz to explore 
the variety and beauty of our local moths. 
Bring a flashlight and camera. Meet at the 
Field Station, past the main parking lot off Ira 
Road and down the lane to the second house. 
Bath Nature Preserve: 4240 Ira Rd., Bath

Sunday, September 2, 0 – :30 a.m.

NO BONES ABOUT IT
What can we learn about creatures by 
studying their bones, teeth, beaks and claws? 
Join a naturalist to find out! CVN/Schumacher 
Valley: 690 Cuyahoga St., Akron g

Sunday, September 2,  – 2:30 p.m.

WOOD CARVING  
DEMONSTRATION
Local wood worker Eric Cucuz will 
demonstrate how to make sustainably-
sourced wooden spoons using an axe and 
carving knives. Meet at the shelter outside  
the nature center. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Sunday, September 2, 7 – 8 p.m.

YOGA IN THE PARK: VINYASA
Enjoy a vinyasa yoga practice 
with a certified instructor. 
Wear comfortable clothing, 
bring a yoga mat or towel and 
drinking water. Program will 
be outside if weather permits. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (8/24)

Sunday, September 2, 8:30 – 0 p.m.

ZODIAC EXPLORERS: LEO
This monthly program series explores 
the night sky and examines the zodiac 
constellation of the month. The program 
is a mix of science, folklore and personal 
reflection through journaling. Program will 
take place rain or shine. LP/Nature Center: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

PROGRAMS & EVENTS

SEPTEMBER
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BHT  Bike & Hike Trail
CVN  Cascade Valley / North
CVS  Cascade Valley / South 
DLQ  Deep Lock Quarry

FASN  F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm
F  Firestone
FR  Furnace Run
FT  Freedom Trail

GYH  Goodyear Heights
G  Gorge
HH  Hampton Hills
LP  Liberty Park

MF  Munroe Falls
NR  Nimisila Reservoir
ONW  O’Neil Woods
SC  Silver Creek

SFB  Springfield Bog
SR  Sand Run
TT  Towpath Trail
WH   Wood Hollow

(date)  Registration start date

$  Fee

For more information: Call 330-867-55, visit summitmetroparks.org or email marketing@summitmetroparks.org

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: Programs with these icons require advance registration,  
beginning at 0 a.m. on the date in parentheses, by the method indicated.    Web: 330tix.com☎   Call: 330-865-8065

g Fall Hiking Spree credit



Monday, September 3, 9 – 0:30 a.m.

CARDIO HIKE
Hike four miles at a vigorous pace. Beginners 
are welcome, but talk to your doctor before 
beginning a new exercise routine. Drinking 
water is recommended. HH/Main Entrance: 
2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron g

Monday, September 3,  a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

SCHOOL’S OUT COOKOUT
Enjoy a day off of school at Liberty Park! 
Families are invited to cook their hot dogs 
over a fire, and then explore the park 
through nature play. Condiments will be 
provided, but families are asked to provide 
their own hot dogs. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Monday, September 3, 2 – 3 p.m.

I SPY
Enjoy a stroll while playing the familiar game 
“I Spy.” Pick up your scavenger hunt list 
between noon and 3 p.m., then hit the trail to 
search for some unusual objects. Return your 
list to the front desk by 5 p.m. for a prize. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Tuesday, September 4, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

HISTORY AND NATURE TRIVIA
Test your knowledge of the nature and 
history of Gorge Metro Park by answering 
trivia questions while hiking the Glens Trail.  
G/Main Entrance: 60 Front St., Akron

Tuesday, September 4, 7 – 8 p.m.

RANDOM ACT OF MUSIC
Weather permitting, the all- 
volunteer Metro Parks Ensemble  
will perform an hour of traditional  
marches, big band standards and  
oldies. Concert cancelled if it rains.  
If wet weather is in the forecast,  
call 330-865-8060 after 4 p.m.  
for status. CVS/Chuckery:  
837 Cuyahoga St., Akron

Wednesday, September 5 
9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

ADULT ADVENTURE DAY CAMP
Spend a day outdoors to recharge and 
reconnect with nature. Go on a hike to see 
what the season has to offer, make a craft and 
kayak on the lake. A boxed lunch and snack 
are included. Participants must be 8 or older. 
Fee: $50. SC/Bathhouse: 5000 Hametown Rd., 
Norton  (8/4) $

Wednesday, September 5, 9 – 0:30 a.m.

CARDIO HIKE
Join a naturalist for healthy outdoor exercise 
by hiking at a vigorous pace with few, if any, 
rest stops. Beginners are welcome, but talk to 
your doctor before beginning a new exercise 
routine. Drinking water is recommended. 
ONW/Trail Lot: 2550 Martin Rd., Bath

Thursday, September 6, 5 – 7 p.m.

AFTER SCHOOL FISHING  
WITH GRANDPARENTS
Children and their grandparents can learn 
the basics of fishing, then drop a line in 
Brushwood Lake. A limited number of rods 
and reels will be available for use. Bait is 
provided. Participants 6 and older must have 
a valid fishing license. FR/Brushwood: 4955 
Townsend Rd., Richfield

Thursday, September 6, 6 – 8 p.m.

FALL TREE I.D.
Hike along the Cuyahoga River, then ascend 
the hillside to identify various tree species 
by their bark, leaves and other distinguishing 
features. CVS/Oxbow: 06 Cuyahoga St., 
Akron

Friday, September 7, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

HIKE & FIRE: BIRD LORE
208 is for the birds! Mark the Year of the 
Bird with a hike to discover bird facts, then 
listen to campfire stories about our feathered 
friends. F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 
Harrington Rd., Akron g

Saturday, September 8 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

SUMMIT LAKE KAYAK
Paddle in the “Heart of Akron” at Summit 
Lake. Explore nature by water while 
discovering the history of the community 
around the lake. Led by a certified instructor 
and a naturalist. Minimum age is 3; ages 
3 to 7 must be with an adult participant. 
Participants must wear closed-toe shoes 
and be able to swim. We suggest bringing 
water, sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses and 
wearing clothes that can get wet. Fee includes 
instruction and loan of kayak, paddle and life 
jacket. Space is limited. Cost: $5/person.  
TT/Summit Lake: 380 W. Crosier St., Akron  

 (8/29) $
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All programs at MF/Lake Area:  
52 S. River Rd., Munroe Falls

ARCHERY
All equipment and hands-on  

instruction provided.

Friday, September 7, 0 – :30 a.m.

ARCHERY GAMES  
FOR ADULTS
Ages 6 and older will play games to 
build archery skills in a fun and exciting 
way. Participants must have already 
taken one of our Intro to Archery 
programs. ☎ (8/25) FREE

Friday, September 7, 2:30 – 2 p.m.

ARCHERY GAMES  
FOR FAMILIES
Families will play games to build archery 
skills together in a fun and exciting way. 
Participants must have already taken 
one of our Intro to Archery programs.  
Must be at least 9 years old and 50" tall. 

☎ (8/25) FREE

Thursday, September 20 
0 – :30 a.m. & 2:30 – 2 p.m.

INTRO TO ARCHERY  
FOR ADULTS
Archery is one of the oldest arts still 
practiced today, and it’s more accessible 
than ever. Adults 6 and older can  
learn international-style target archery 
and test their marksmanship at our 
traveling outdoor range. Program good 
for beginning and practiced archers. 
Cost: $0/person.  (9/3) $



KINDEREALM: LIFE UNDER LOGS
Children ages 3 to 6 with their adult companions will discover the wildlife living under logs. A short hike and craft are included.  

Please make arrangements for younger children unable to remain in infant seats or strollers. ☎ (9/4)

Wednesday, September 2 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
F/Coventry Oaks
40 Axline Ave., Akron

Thursday, September 3 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
GYH/Lodge
2077 Newton St., Akron

Friday, September 4 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Tuesday, September  
0:30 – :30 a.m.
LP/Nature Center
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, September 8, 2:30 – 2:30 p.m.

NATURE ART FOR TEENS
Do you have a 
creative spirit? 
Teens ages 3 to 7 
are invited to join 
our interpretive 
artist for lessons in 
nature inspired art. 
This is a drop-off 
program. Please 
dress for a mess. 
FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith 
Rd., Akron ☎ (8/28)

Saturday, September 8, 2 – 4 p.m.

MOLES, VOLES, MICE  
AND SHREWS
Join a naturalist on a hike along Indian Spring 
Trail to discover the differences between 
these tiny mammals that live right under 
our feet. Sunscreen, water and bug spray 
recommended. MF/Lake Area: 52 S. River Rd., 
Munroe Falls g

Sunday, September 9, 9 –  a.m.

BEGINNER STAND-UP  
PADDLEBOARDING
Try stand-up paddleboarding, the fastest-
growing water sport, to get a workout while 
enjoying nature! A certified instructor and 
a naturalist will guide you. No experience 
needed. Minimum age is 3; ages 3 to 7 
must be with an adult participant. Participants 
must wear closed-toe shoes and be able 
to swim. We recommend bringing water, 
sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses and wearing 
clothes that can get wet. Fee includes 
instruction and loan of paddleboard,  
paddle and life jacket. Cost: $5/person.  
SC/Boathouse: 57 S. Medina Line Rd., Norton 

 (8/3) $

Sunday, September 9, 2 – 3 p.m.

INTERMEDIATE STAND-UP 
PADDLEBOARDING
Join a certified instructor and naturalist to 
learn moving on the board, advanced paddle 
strokes and rescue techniques. Participants 
are required to have already completed our 
Beginner Stand-up Paddleboarding class. 
Minimum age is 3; ages 3 to 7 must be 
with an adult participant. Participants must 
wear closed-toe shoes and be able to swim. 
We recommend bringing water, sunscreen, 
a hat and sunglasses and wearing clothes that 
can get wet. Fee includes instruction and loan 
of paddleboard, paddle and life jacket. Space  
is limited. Cost: $5/person. SC/Boathouse: 
57 S. Medina Line Rd., Norton  (8/3) $

 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, September 9 
2 – :30 p.m. & 2 – 3:30 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR KIDS
Join a naturalist-artist for this hands-on lesson 
in nature drawing for ages 6 to 2. Paper and 
pencils will be provided. FASN/Visitors Center: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (9/)

Sunday, September 9, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

EVENING STROLL
Stroll along Coyote Run Trail with a naturalist. 
Meet at the shelter. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg g

Tuesday, September , 3 – 4:30 p.m.

AFTERNOON STROLL
Stroll along Indian Spring Trail to discover 
nature and the unique history of the area. MF/
Lake Area: 52 S. River Rd., Munroe Falls g

Tuesday, September , 7 – 8 p.m.

RANDOM ACT OF MUSIC
Weather permitting, the all-volunteer Metro 
Parks Ensemble will perform an hour of 
traditional marches, big band standards and 
oldies. Concert moves indoors if it rains.  
If wet weather is in the forecast, call  
330-865-8060 after 4 p.m. for status.  
F/Coventry Oaks: 40 Axline Ave., Akron

Wednesday, September 2 
9:30 – 0 a.m.

NATURE STORIES
Young children and their adult companions 
will enjoy this interactive, nature-inspired 
story time intended for ages 8 months to 
3 years. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg ☎ (9/8)

Thursday, September 3, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

NATURE WITH A SIDE OF SPREE
Join a naturalist for your daily dose of nature 
and fulfill some spree credit while you’re at it! 
TT/Clinton: 2749 North St., Clinton g

Thursday, September 3, 7 – 8 p.m.

METRO PARKS FAMILY TREE:  
THE SCHUMACHER FAMILY
Have you ever wondered about the families 
who donated land to Summit Metro Parks,  
or the people who worked to make the parks 
what they are today? This month we will 
“meet” the Schumacher family. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, September 4, 6 – 8 p.m.

KIDS’ FISHING
Kids 5 and younger will learn the basics of 
fishing, then drop a line at Little Turtle Pond. 
A few rods and reels will be available for use. 
Bait is provided. Adults must supervise their 
children but are not permitted to fish. F/Little 
Turtle Pond: 2400 Harrington Rd., Akron

9summitmetroparks.org

Friday, September 4 
 – 2 p.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron
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Friday, September 4, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

SPOOKY HIKE & FIRE
Enjoy a short night hike to see what might be 
lurking in the woods, then relax and enjoy 
marshmallows while listening to campfire 
tales. Bring your own stick and we’ll provide 
the marshmallows (while supplies last).  
FASN/Campfire Area: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, September 4, 8 – 0 p.m.

MOTHS OF MANY COLORS
Join a naturalist to learn how to use black 
lights to attract these amazing creatures 
and for a chance to observe their beautiful 
colors, shapes, and patterns up close. Bring a 
flashlight and camera for photos. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

 
 

 
Saturday, September 5, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

MOUNTAIN BIKE AREA  
OPEN HOUSE
Join Summit Metro Parks to enjoy the 
Hampton Hills Mountain Bike Area, whether 
you own a bike or not! Several local cycling 
shops will have FREE adult loaner bikes for 
use during the event. Postponed to 9/22 with 
rain or wet conditions. HH/Mountain Bike: 2092  
Theiss Rd., Akron

Saturday, September 5 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

WOODLAND MUSHROOM HIKE
Join a naturalist for a walk along parts of 
Indian Spring Trail to discover the beauty, 
variety and interesting ecology of fall 
mushrooms. Meet at the trailhead. MF/Lake 
Area: 52 S. River Rd., Munroe Falls

Saturday, September 5,  a.m. –  p.m.

SIX LEGS, EIGHT LEGS
Discover the insects and spiders that live 
in the park. Nets and jars will be provided. 
All you need to bring is a sharp eye, hat 
and sunscreen. SFB: 400 Portage Line Rd., 
Springfield Twp. g

 
Saturday, September 5,  – 2:30 p.m.

OH YUCK, POND MUCK!
Kids of all ages are welcome to get their hands 
muddy with a naturalist. Sift through pond 
muck to discover and identify marvelous 
muck dwellers and learn how they survive in 
a pond ecosystem. SC/Big Oak: 599 Medina 
Line Rd., Norton

Saturday, September 5, 7:30 – 9 p.m.

EERIE OHIO HIKE
Ohio was once an ancient forest full of 
wild and weird sounds, smells, and sights. 
Rediscover a more menacing Ohio under the 
cover of darkness with a naturalist, and learn 
that there’s nothing to fear! Bring bug spray! 
F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 Harrington Rd., 
Akron g

Sunday, September 6 
9 – :30 a.m. & 2:30 – 3 p.m.

GORGE KAYAK
Paddle the Cuyahoga River at the Gorge to 
see towering rock ledges and breathtaking 
scenery from your kayak. Led by a certified 
instructor and a naturalist. Minimum age 
is 3; ages 3 to 7 must be with an adult 
participant. Participants must wear closed-
toe shoes and be able to swim. We suggest 
bringing water, sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses 
and wearing clothes that can get wet. Fee 
includes instruction and loan of kayak,  
paddle and life jacket. Space is limited. Cost: 
$5/person. G/Main Entrance: 60 Front St., 
Cuyahoga Falls  (9/) $

Sunday, September 6, 9:30 –  a.m.

BIRDS ON THE MOVE
Hike along the river and in upland forests 
while learning about migration and 
searching for fall migrants. Binoculars are 
recommended. CVS/Oxbow: 06 Cuyahoga 
St., Akron

Sunday, September 6,  – 3:00 p.m.

DINOSAURS AND THE ARTIST
Join paleobotanist David Jarzen from the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History to 
discover how the art of Eleanor Kish is able to 
reconstruct the ancient world of dinosaurs. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Tuesday, September 8,  – 4 p.m.

JOURNAL YOUR HIKING  
SPREE EXPERIENCE
Remember your hiking experiences 
through journaling this spree season. We’ll 
hike Redwing Trail and learn some basic 
techniques to get you started. Bring a journal. 
A camera is optional. F/Coventry Oaks:  
40 Axline Ave., Akron ☎ (9/6) g

Wednesday, September 9 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR ADULTS
Join a naturalist-artist for this entertaining 
lesson in nature drawing. Bring a sketchbook, 
pencil and a sense of humor. Beginners are 
welcome. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith 
Rd., Akron ☎ (9/7)

Wednesday, September 9,  – 2:30 p.m.

SPIDERS IN THE PARK
Come hike with a naturalist to look for 
spiders and their homes on Pheasant Run 
Trail. Participants will learn the basics of these 
beautiful yet sometimes creepy creatures.  
SC/Pheasant Run: 5000 Hametown Rd., Norton 

g

Wednesday, September 9, 4:30 – 6 p.m.

FAMILY FISHING
Ready for some after-school family fun? 
Learn the basics of fishing, then drop a line in 
Summit Lake. A limited number of rods and 
reels will be available for use. Bait is provided. 
Participants 6 and older must have a fishing 
license. TT/Summit Lake: 380 W. Crosier St., 
Akron

Thursday, September 20, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

GOOD GARDENS
Join our interpretive artist as we look back  
at victory gardens of the past. Then help 
create “victory garden” inspired murals for 
our community garden. Dress for a mess! 
GYH/Lodge: 2077 Newton St., Akron
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Thursday, September 20, 7 – 8 p.m.

YOGA IN THE PARK: HATHA
Enjoy a slower hatha yoga practice with 
a certified instructor. Wear comfortable 
clothing, bring a yoga mat or towel and 
drinking water. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (8/24)

Friday, September 2 
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 2:30 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
POND EXPLORATION
Homeschoolers, ages 7 to 0: What’s lurking 
in the pond? Find out! Join a naturalist to 
search for aquatic creatures and learn what 
they can tell us about the health of the water. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

☎ (9/4)

Friday, September 2, 7:30 – 0 p.m.

MOTHS OF OHIO
Join a naturalist to learn about and  
view these fascinating insects. After  
a short indoor presentation we  
will head outside to see which  
marvelous moths have been attracted  
to our lights and sheets. Bring a flashlight  
and camera. SR/Shady Hollow: 750  
Sand Run Pkwy., Akron

Saturday, September 22 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

BEGINNER STAND-UP  
PADDLEBOARDING
See 9/9 program description. SC/Boathouse: 
57 S. Medina Line Rd., Norton  (9/8) $

Saturday, September 22 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

WOODLAND MUSHROOMS
A great variety of mushrooms may be found 
throughout our parks in late summer.  
Join a naturalist on a hike to discover which 
mushrooms are out this time of year.  
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, September 22, 2 – 4 p.m.

GALLS: FRIENDS OR FOES?
Join a naturalist to uncover the secrets of 
what’s inside some of the insect galls found in 
our area. SC/Pheasant Run: 5000 Hametown 
Rd., Norton g

 
Sunday, September 23, 2 – 3 p.m.

PAWPAWS OPEN HOUSE
Learn all about Ohio’s state native fruit, the 
pawpaw. The open house will include short 
presentations, hikes to visit a pawpaw tree 
and pawpaw tasting (while supplies last). 
FASN/Seneca Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, September 23, :30 – 3 p.m.

AKRON WATERWAYS RENEWED!
Akron Waterways Renewed will describe 
Akron’s single largest investment in 
infrastructure in the city’s history, and how 
it will benefit you. A questions and answers 
period will be held at the end of the program. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Monday, September 24, 7 – 9 p.m.

SUNSET AND A FULL MOON
Take a leisurely evening stroll as we attempt 
to witness the full moon rising just minutes 
after sunset. It is sure to be a beautiful sight! 
SFB: 400 Portage Line Rd., Springfield Twp. g

Friday, September 28 
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

FALL FACTS HIKE
Join a naturalist for a morning stroll along 
Rock Creek Trail and learn some interesting 
fall facts along the way. FR/Brushwood: 4955 
Townsend Rd., Richfield g

Friday, September 28,  – 3 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
POND EXPLORATION
Homeschoolers ages  to 4: What’s lurking 
in the pond? Find out! Join a naturalist to 
search for aquatic creatures and learn what 
they can tell us about the health of the water. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

☎ (9/4)

 
Saturday, September 29, 2 – 3 p.m.

FALL TREE I.D.
Enjoy a stroll through the autumn colors and 
learn to identify a few common Ohio trees! 
FASN/Onondaga Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

g

Sunday, September 30, 2 – 3 p.m.

YEAR OF THE BIRD  
CELEBRATION
208 is for the birds! Celebrate 00 years 
of protecting these precious flying wonders: 
meet some migratory birds, enjoy interactive 
presentations and activities, and learn how to 
build a better world for our feathered friends. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, September 30,  – 3 p.m.

HIKING SPREE  
SHIELD ASSISTANCE
Is attaching the hiking spree  
shield more challenging than  
actually hiking the eight trails?  
Summit Metro Parks volunteers  
will gladly attach it for you at no  
charge. LP/Nature Center: 9999  
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Sunday, September 30, 6 – 7 p.m.

SCARECROW BUILDING  
WORKSHOP
Build a scarecrow to decorate the grounds of 
the Nature Realm for the month of October. 
We’ll provide the frame and straw, you bring 
the clothes and your imagination for a fun 
night of scarecrow building. FASN/Campfire 
Area: 828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (9/5)
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Continuing this Month

SUBMIT ENTRIES  
FOR THE AMATEUR  
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT
Through November 8, visitors may 
submit two entries for the 9th Amateur 
Photography Exhibit, on display in the Nature 
Realm visitors center January through May 
209. Only two printed photographs will 
be accepted, and all images must be taken 
in areas managed by Summit Metro Parks. 
With each entry, please include your name, 
address, phone number, email, the location 
where the image was taken and a title for 
the image. Entries should not be matted, 
framed or include watermarks, and should 
be one of the following sizes: 5"x7", 8"x0" or 
"x4" printed on photo paper. All originals 
may be picked up at the Nature Realm after 
the exhibit. You may drop off entries during 
the visitors center’s regular hours, c/o Naturalist 
Elizabeth Kresse. No mail-in entries, please. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Monday, October , 6 – 7:30 p.m.

TALKIN’ FOOD WITH FRIENDS
You are what you eat … and so is our planet! 
Discuss how food impacts our world, and 
enjoy conversation about vegetable gardens 
and local food. Bring recipes, ideas and 
gardening advice to share! Program will be 
moved inside if necessary. FASN/Seneca Deck: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Wednesday, October 3, 8:30 – 0:30 a.m.

FALL BIRD WALK
New and experienced birders join a 
naturalist for a fall bird walk. Binoculars are 
recommended. F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 
Harrington Rd., Akron

Wednesday, October 3, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

NATURE GAMES WITH  
GRANDPARENTS
Calling all kids: invite those special people 
in your life, along with your families, for an 
enjoyable evening of family-friendly nature 
games. All ages and generations are welcome! 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, October 5 
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 2:30 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
SCIENCE OF SOUND
Homeschoolers, ages 7 to 0: Discover 
nature sounds of the season and the science 
behind them. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (9/25)

Saturday, October 6 
9 – :30 a.m. & 2:30 – 3 p.m.

GORGE KAYAK 
Paddle the Cuyahoga River at the Gorge to 
see towering rock ledges and breathtaking 
scenery from your kayak. Led by a certified 
instructor and a naturalist. Minimum 
age is 3; ages 3 to 7 must be with an 
adult participant. Participants must wear 
closed-toe shoes and be able to swim. We 
suggest bringing water, sunscreen, a hat and 
sunglasses, and wearing clothes that can get 
wet. Fee includes instruction and loan of 
kayak, paddle and life jacket. Space is limited. 
Cost: $5/person. G/Main Entrance: 60  
Front St., Cuyahoga Falls  (9/27) $

OCTOBER

2 summitmetroparks.org

PROGRAMS & EVENTS | OCTOBER ’8

Fall into autumn fun with FREE hayrides, bonfires,  
naturalist activities, live music, apple cider, cookies and more.  

A wheelchair-accessible hay wagon is available. 

All programs at LP/Tinkers Creek:  
0303 Aurora-Hudson Rd., Streetsboro

ARCHERY

Saturday, October 6, 6 – 9 p.m.
GYH/Main Entrance:
2077 Newton St., Akron

Saturday, October 3, 6 – 9 p.m.
SC/Bathhouse:

5000 Hametown Rd., Norton

All equipment and hands-on  
instruction provided.

Sunday, October 7 
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

ARCHERY GAMES  
FOR ADULTS
Ages 6 and older will play games to 
build archery skills in a fun and exciting 
way. Participants must have already 
taken one of our Intro to Archery 
programs. ☎ (0/2) FREE

Sunday, October 7,  – 2:30 p.m.

ARCHERY GAMES FOR KIDS
Ages 9 to 5 will play games to build 
archery skills in a fun and exciting way. 
Participants must have already taken 
one of our Intro to Archery programs.  
Must be 50 inches or taller. ☎ (0/2) 
FREE



KINDEREALM: ORANGE
Children 3 to 6 and their adult companions discover the color orange and where we can find it in the fall. Includes a hike  
and craft. Please make other arrangements for younger children unable to remain in infant seats or strollers. ☎ (9/22)

Thursday, October  
0:30 – :30 a.m.
GYH/Lodge
2077 Newton St., Akron

Friday, October 2 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, October 2 
 – 2 p.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Monday, October  
0:30 – :30 a.m.
LP/Nature Center 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

 
Saturday, October 6, 9:30 – :30 a.m.

FALL MUSHROOM HIKE
Join a naturalist for a walk along parts of  
Deer Run Trail to discover the beauty, variety 
and interesting ecology of fall mushrooms. 
Meet at the trailhead. ONW/Trail Lot: 2550 
Martin Rd., Bath

Sunday, October 7, 0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

LIFE UNDER LOGS
Look for insects, reptiles, and amphibians 
under logs while hiking with a naturalist along 
Redwing Trail. F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 
Harrington Rd., Akron g

Sunday, October 7, :30 – 2:30 p.m.

KIDS YOGA
Kids ages 7 to 2 and their adult companions 
join a certified yoga instructor for this 
program focused on connecting with nature. 
Weather permitting, part of this class will take 
place outdoors and may include a short hike. 
Wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga 
mat or towel and drinking water. Some mats 
provided, while supplies last. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, October 7, 7:30 – 9 p.m.

ZODIAC EXPLORERS: VIRGO
This monthly program series explores 
the night sky and examines the zodiac 
constellation of the month. The program 
is a mix of science, folklore and personal 
reflection through journaling. Program will 
take place rain or shine. LP/Nature Center: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Monday, October 8, 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

ADULT ADVENTURE DAY CAMP
Spend a day outdoors to recharge and 
reconnect with nature. Go on a hike to see 
what the season has to offer, make a craft, 
and try your hand at archery. A box lunch 
and snack are included in the fee. Participants 
must be 8 years and older. Fee: $50/person.  
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg 

 (9/2) $

Tuesday, October 9, 2 – 4 p.m.

BRILLIANT BUGS
Join a naturalist in search of monarch 
butterflies, milkweed bugs, orb-weaving 
spiders and other dazzling “bugs” of  
the season. SFB: 400 Portage Line Rd., 
Springfield Twp. g

Wednesday, October 0, 3 – 4:30 p.m.

AFTERNOON STROLL
Hike Schumacher Trail while learning about 
its namesake and the natural history found 
around this rugged trail. CVN/Schumacher 
Valley: 690 Cuyahoga St., Akron g

Wednesday, October 0, 5 – 7 p.m.

PINECONE BIRD FEEDERS
Drop in to create pinecone bird feeders and 
have a cup of hot chocolate by the fire, while 
supplies last. All ages are welcome. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Thursday, October , 2 – 3:30 p.m.

HUMOR HIKE
Join a naturalist for nature jokes and riddles as 
we move along Indian Spring Trail at a steady 
pace. MF/Lake Area: 52 S. River Rd., Munroe 
Falls g

Thursday, October , 3 – 4:30 p.m.

TRICK OR TWEET
Take a hike in search of some feathered 
friends, then try your hand at feeding the 
birds. Along the way, learn about some 
“tricks” of the animal world. F/Tuscarawas 
Meadows: 2620 Harrington Rd., Akron g

Friday, October 2, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

BIRDS OF COSTA RICA
Celebrate the Year of the Bird by joining 
a naturalist to learn about “Birds of Costa 
Rica” and why the conservation of natural 
resources is essential. FASN/Visitors Center: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron g

Friday, October 2, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

TAILING NIGHT TALONS
A naturalist will attempt to call owls using 
recordings, with the hope of a response. 
Patience and silence are essential. For ages 6 
and older. No dogs, please. SC/Pheasant Run: 
5000 Hametown Rd., Norton

3summitmetroparks.org

Wednesday, October 7 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
F/Coventry Oaks
40 Axline Ave., Akron



Saturday, October 3, 2:30 – 2:30 p.m.

NATURE ART FOR TEENS
Do you have a creative spirit? Teens ages 3 
to 7 join our interpretive artist for lessons 
in nature-inspired art. This is a drop-off 
program. Please dress for a mess. FASN/
Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (9/29)

Saturday, October 3, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

SOUNDS OF THE NIGHT  
HIKE & FIRE
Join a naturalist to hunt the fields and forest 
edges for hidden insects. We hope to find 
tree crickets, coneheads and katydids, among 
other insects. Bring a flashlight and bug spray. 
Afterwards, sit by the fire and enjoy the 
night sky. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg g

Sunday, October 4,  – 2:30 p.m.

APEX PREDATORS HIKE
Join a naturalist to explore the top of the food 
chain: apex predators. As we hike we will 
discuss Ohio’s top predators, past, present 
and future. TT/Clinton: 2749 North St., Clinton 

g

Sunday, October 4 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

SILVER CREEK KAYAK
Paddle a portion of Silver Creek Lake with a 
certified instructor and a naturalist to learn 
paddle strokes, safety tips, and to see wildlife 
around the water. Minimum age is 3; ages 
3 to 7 must be with an adult participant. 
Participants must wear closed-toe shoes 
and be able to swim. We suggest bringing 
water, sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses and 
wearing clothes that can get wet. Fee includes 
instruction and loan of kayak, paddle and life 
jacket. Space is limited. Cost: $5/person.  
SC/Boathouse: 57 S. Medina Line Rd., Norton 

 (0/4) $

Sunday, October 4,  – 3 p.m.

PLANTING FOR A PURPOSE: 
SEED COLLECTING
Join a naturalist as we collect native plant 
seeds from the areas around the nature 
center. Learn proper seed storage and 
propagating techniques so you can plant 
“your” plants next spring. LP/Nature Center: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Sunday, October 4, 7 – 8 p.m.

YOGA IN THE PARK: VINYASA
Enjoy a vinyasa yoga practice with a certified 
instructor. Wear comfortable clothing, bring a 
yoga mat or towel and drinking water. FASN/
Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (0/6)

Monday, October 5, 9 – 0:30 a.m.

CARDIO HIKE
Join a naturalist for healthy outdoor exercise 
by hiking four miles at a vigorous pace. 
Beginners are welcome, but talk to your 
doctor before beginning a new exercise 
routine. Drinking water is recommended. 
HH/Main Entrance: 2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., 
Akron g

Monday, October 5,  – 2:30 p.m.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Join a naturalist on a leisurely stroll to discover 
the seasonal flora and fauna. Binoculars are 
recommended. SFB: 400 Portage Line Rd., 
Springfield Twp. g

Tuesday, October 6,  – 4 p.m.

JOURNAL YOUR HIKING  
SPREE EXPERIENCE
Remember your hiking experiences through 
journaling this spree season. We’ll hike Rock 
Creek Trail and learn some basic techniques 
to get you started. Bring a journal. A camera 
is optional. FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., 
Richfield ☎ (0/4) g
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330-865-8065  |  #SMPspree

GET FORMS ONLINE AND AT ALL  
ACME FRESH MARKET STORES.  

Spree rewards are FREE for  
Summit County residents.

hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org

Hike eight trails to earn  
a hiking staff and shield.

Sep.  ~ Nov. 30



 
Wednesday, October 7 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR ADULTS
Join a naturalist-artist for this entertaining 
lesson in nature drawing. Bring a sketchbook, 
pencil and a sense of humor. Beginners are 
welcome. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith 
Rd., Akron ☎ (0/9)

Wednesday, October 7, :30 – 3:30 p.m.

HIKIN’ FOR LICHEN
Hike with a naturalist along Dogwood Trail to 
search for and identify lichens. SR/Wadsworth: 
400 Sand Run Pkwy., Akron g

Wednesday, October 7, 5 – 6:30 p.m.

FALL TREE I.D.
Learn how to identify trees by their fall colors 
and discover what triggers this incredible 
explosion of color in our forests. GYH/Main 
Entrance: 2077 Newton St., Akron g

Thursday, October 8, 3:30 – 5 p.m.

HIKE THE GOLDEN WOODS
Take a stroll through the vibrant yellow leaves 
of a beech-maple forest and discover other 
“golden” plants and animals that abound this 
time of year. CVN/Schumacher Valley: 690 
Cuyahoga St., Akron g

Thursday, October 8, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

EVENING HIKE
Hike at dusk to learn about the wildlife most 
active during periods of low light. Please bring 
a flashlight or headlamp for after the sun sets. 
DLQ: 5779 Riverview Rd., Peninsula

Thursday, October 8, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

GOOD GARDENS: SEED SAVING
Join Master Gardeners to learn about seed 
saving techniques. Come share seeds, meet 
local gardeners and exchange gardening tips. 
You are welcome to participate even if you 
do not bring seeds. GYH/Lodge: 2077 Newton 
St., Akron

Friday, October 9,  – 2:30 p.m.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Enjoy this leisurely stroll along the .8-mile 
Deer Run Trail with frequent stops to 
discover nature and history along the way. 
ONW/Trail Lot: 2550 Martin Rd., Bath g

Friday, October 9, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

NOT-SO-SPOOKY  
STORIES & CAMPFIRE
Sit beneath the light of the moon to enjoy 
marshmallows and hear nighttime tales 
around the campfire. FASN/Campfire Area: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, October 9, 8 – 9:30 p.m.

OWLS & HOWLS
Learn about the animals that hoot and howl 
at Liberty Park. After the talk, we will hike 
Ledges Trail and call these creatures with 
hopes they will respond. Patience and silence 
are essential. For ages 6 and older. No dogs, 
please. LP/Twinsburg Ledges: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg

Saturday, October 20, 9:30 – :30 a.m.

FALL MUSHROOM HIKE
October is a great time to view the beauty 
and diversity of fall mushrooms, if rainfall 
has been adequate. Join a naturalist on a 
hunt for one of nature’s most important 
decomposers. Meet at the trailhead. HH/Main 
Entrance: 2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron

Saturday, October 20 
 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

DISCOVER DEEP LOCK QUARRY
Come discover the unique beauty and 
fascinating history of Deep Lock Quarry  
while hiking Quarry Trail with a naturalist. 
DLQ: 5779 Riverview Rd., Peninsula

Saturday, October 20,  – 3 p.m.

NOT-SO-CREEPY CRITTERS
Hike .5 miles with a naturalist while 
discovering why “creepy” critters are actually 
pretty cool. Afterwards, join us in the visitors 
center to meet one of these critters up close 
and personal. FASN/Campfire Area: 828  
Smith Rd., Akron g

Sunday, October 2, 9:30 – :30 a.m.

SHAPING SAND RUN
Hike the strenuous Dogwood Trail to learn 
about the origins of Sand Run stream and 
how, even today, there are forces at play that 
shape it further. Good hiking boots, poles and 
water are recommended. SR/Wadsworth: 
400 Sand Run Pkwy., Akron g

Sunday, October 2, 0 – :30 a.m.

HELLBENDERS – OHIO’S  
LARGEST SALAMANDER
Join a naturalist as we explore Ohio’s largest 
salamander, the hellbender. This mysterious 
amphibian grows upwards of two feet, can 
live for 00 years, breathes through its skin, 
and only lives in rivers and streams. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg
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Sunday, October 2 
2 – :30 p.m. & 2 – 3:30 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR KIDS
Ages 6 to 2 join a naturalist-artist for this 
lesson in nature drawing. Paper and pencils 
will be provided. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (0/2)

Sunday, October 2,  – 3 p.m.

HIKING SPREE  
SHIELD ASSISTANCE
Is attaching the hiking spree shield more 
challenging than actually hiking the eight trails? 
Summit Metro Parks volunteers will gladly 
attach it for you at no charge. FR/Brushwood: 
4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield

Wednesday, October 24, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

PUMPKIN CARVING
             Join a naturalist to create a seasonal  
                work of art! It’s B.Y.O.P. (pumpkin,  
                  that is) or register to receive a free  
                    pumpkin while supplies last. Limit  
                    one free pumpkin per family.  
                   Some carving utensils will be  
                 provided. F/Coventry Oaks: 40  
              Axline Ave., Akron ☎ (0/3)

Thursday, October 25, 5 – 7 p.m.

SPOOKY SCAVENGER HUNT
Drop in for a self-guided scavenger hunt 
along Downy Loop Trail to search for various 
spooky and not-so-spooky items. WH: 22 
Barlow Rd., Hudson

 
Friday, October 26, 0 – :30 a.m.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Enjoy a leisurely stroll along the .2-mile 
Downy Loop Trail with frequent stops to 
discover nature along the way. WH: 22 
Barlow Rd., Hudson

Friday, October 26,  – 3 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
SCIENCE OF SOUND
Homeschoolers, ages  to 4: Discover 
nature sounds of the season and the science 
behind them. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (9/25)

Saturday, October 27, 9:30 –  a.m.

SPECIES SPOTLIGHT:  
WHITE-TAILED DEER
Join a naturalist for a hike along Cherry Lane 
Trail to learn about the white-tailed deer and 
its importance to American Indians and early 
settlers. FASN/Seneca Deck: 828 Smith Rd., 
Akron g

Saturday, October 27, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

HAUNTED HIGHBRIDGE  
HISTORY HIKE
Join a naturalist on a haunting history hike 
along Highbridge Trail. Recommended for 
ages 3 and up. Overflow parking available  
at main entrance. Please bring a flashlight.  
G/Highbridge: 270 Front St., Akron

Sunday, October 28, 2 – 3 p.m.

NATURE IN DISGUISE
See nature in disguise during this family-
friendly event. Hike the trail to the arboretum 
to meet animal characters, make a craft, do 
an I-Spy activity and roast a marshmallow, 
while supplies last. Kids are encouraged to 
come in costume. FASN/Visitors Center:  
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Monday, October 29, 9:30 – 0 a.m.

NATURE STORIES
Young children and their adult companions 
will enjoy this interactive, nature-inspired 
story time intended for ages 8 months to 
3 years. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg ☎ (0/6)

Monday, October 29, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

HAUNTED HISTORY HIKE
Join a naturalist for a hike along Meadow 
Trail while learning about the haunted and 
not-so-haunted history of the Tallmadge 
Meadows Area of Munroe Falls Metro Park. 
MF/Tallmadge Meadows: 088 North Ave., 
Tallmadge

Wednesday, October 3, 4 – 5 p.m.

NATURE PLAY: COSTUMES
Families with young children can  
stop by our Nature Play Area  
across from Pioneer Shelter  
to learn about the “costumes”  
animals wear. Family-friendly  
costumes are encouraged! GYH/ 
Pioneer: 550 Frazier Ave., Akron

Wednesday, October 3, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

EERIE OHIO HIKE
Ohio was once an ancient forest full of 
wild and weird sounds, smells and sights. 
Rediscover a more menacing Ohio under the 
cover of darkness with a naturalist, and learn 
there’s nothing to fear! Bring bug repellent. 
DLQ: 5779 Riverview Rd., Peninsula
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ext time you walk through the Metro 

Parks, look up and admire the trees 

around you. With closer inspection, 

you may notice that the trees along 

some trails grow in curiously straight 

rows. Many of these decades-old trees, 

especially pines, were planted by the Girl 

Scouts and have grown into the mature 

forests we enjoy today.

In the spring of 929, 250 scouts took to 

the woods, planting 2,000 pines at the 

Old Portage Area of Sand Run Metro 

Park in Akron. These young women 

were greeted by Harold Wagner, the 

park district’s first director-secretary. 

During his speech to the troops, Wagner 

highlighted “trees and the necessity of 

reforestation” and his hope that the 

planting would become a yearly event.

After some other one-off plantings, the 

Western Reserve Girl Scout Council 

began an annual Arbor Day Tree 

Planting Festival in conjunction with the 

park district. Each year between 964 

and 982, scouts chose a park to focus 

their tree-planting efforts, eventually 

planting trees in half of the district’s 

parks! All told, close to 20,000

N

Janean Kazimir, Interpretive Naturalist

GIRL SCOUTS
PLANT A LEGACY

continued on page 8

On April 8, 933, this Girl Scout Troop helped 
plant trees at Goodyear Heights Metro Park. 

Today, we still enjoy those trees along 
 Alder and Piney Woods trails.
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scouts planted nearly 00,000 trees 

in Firestone, Furnace Run, Goodyear 

Heights, Hampton Hills, Munroe Falls, 

Sand Run, and Silver Creek Metro  

Parks. The Lorax would be proud! 

Try this: A fun way to estimate the age 

of a pine tree is to count its rings of 

branches — on average, white pines  

add a new ring of branches around  

their trunk each year.

Today, some of the original Girl Scout 

trees measure over 60 feet tall. Some of 

the best views of these towering pines 

are along Adam Run Trail at Hampton 

Hills Metro Park and Chippewa Trail at 

Silver Creek Metro Park.

Not only have the Girl Scouts’ efforts 

contributed to the beauty of our parks, 

they are also beneficial to wildlife. Owls 

roost in pines during the day, waiting 

to hunt by moonlight. Groups of deer 

find sanctuary beneath pines at night 

for the padding, warmth and cover they 

provide. Eastern red squirrels collect 

pinecones for winter, sometimes stashing 

a pile 30 feet across!

As a wise proverb says: “The best time 

to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The 

second-best time is now.” Consider 

celebrating the Girl Scouts’ legacy by 

planting a tree of your own and watching 

it grow!  

continued from page 7

s Girls from Troop 327 plant trees.

Arbor Day 974, O’Neil Woods Metro Park

Joe Miller helps at the planting. t

Girl Scout troops in uniform gather to plant conifers at Sand Run Metro Park on May 5, 929.
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2018 Fall Hiking Event

TO PARTICIPATE
Hike at least eight of the designated trails. 
After completing each hike, date your form. 
Hikes must be completed September  
through November 30. Parks are open daily, 
6 a.m. to  p.m., unless otherwise noted.

First-year hikers earn a hiking staff and 
shield. Veteran hikers earn the hiking shield. 
Since the program is funded by Summit 
County tax dollars, out-of-county residents 
pay to receive their hiking rewards ($0 for 
first-year hikers, $5 for veteran hikers).

WHERE TO GET YOUR REWARD
BRING COMPLETED FORMS TO:
Administrative offices  
975 Treaty Line Rd., Akron 4433  
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm 
828 Smith Rd., Akron 4433 
Noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday
Liberty Park Nature Center 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg 44087  
Noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday

TO RECEIVE YOUR REWARD BY MAIL
Veteran hikers may mail their completed forms to 
the administrative offices. Include a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope. Shields are mailed flat. Rewards 
are not available after March 3, 209.

For park maps and directions: hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org, 330-865-8065. 
Additional forms are available online and at Acme Fresh Market locations in Summit County.

TOWPATH Trail 
 Clinton Trailhead  

2749 North St., Clinton 4426

CASCADE VALLEY Metro Park 
 Schumacher Area 

690 Cuyahoga St., Akron 4433

FIRESTONE Metro Park 
 Redwing Trail / Tuscarawas Area 

2620 Harrington Rd., Akron 4439

FURNACE RUN Metro Park 
 Rock Creek Trail / Brushwood Area 

4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield 44286

GOODYEAR HEIGHTS Metro Park 
 Parcours Trail 

2077 Newton St., Akron 44305

HAMPTON HILLS Metro Park 
 Adam Run Trail / Main Entrance 

2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron 4433

LIBERTY PARK 
 Coyote Run Trail / Twinsburg Ledges Area 

9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg 44087

MUNROE FALLS Metro Park 
 Indian Spring Trail 

52 S. River Rd., Munroe Falls 44262

F.A. Seiberling NATURE REALM  

  Cherry Lane / Fernwood trails 
828 Smith Rd., Akron 4433

SAND RUN Metro Park 
 Dogwood Trail / Wadsworth Area 

400 Sand Run Pkwy., Akron 4433

SILVER CREEK Metro Park 
 Pheasant Run Trail / Pheasant Run Area 

5000 Hametown Rd., Norton 44203

SPRINGFIELD BOG Metro Park 
 Prairie Trail 

400 Portage Line Rd., Springfield Twp. 4432

Hiker’s Choice 
 Hike any ONE of your  

favorite METRO PARKS trails.

208 Commemorative 
Hiking Shield

Rewards are not available after March 3, 209.

LIVING WITH PREDATORS

As with all wildlife, it’s important to 

maintain distance, stay on designated 

trails and leash your pets to prevent 

conflict. Avoid feeding wildlife, especially 

predators, and respect park hours as 

well. When they become accustomed to 

human food or our presence, they 

often find themselves in trouble and can 

become a threat. If you feel threatened 

by a wild animal, wave your arms, make 

a lot of noise and don’t run or turn your 

back.  

Enjoy nature and do your part to keep 

wildlife wild!  

continued from page 5

Although wildlife babies are cute, their mothers don’t feel the same way about you. They may see 
you as a threat, so keep your distance and stay safe.black bear & cub
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METRO PARK TRAIL SYMBOL MILEAGE CLASS RATING SIGNATURE (Only if staff or volunteers are available) DATE

TOWPATH / Clinton Clinton south to Stark Co. line and back  2.3 A / B 

CASCADE VALLEY Schumacher  .2 C 3

FIRESTONE Redwing  . C 

FURNACE RUN Rock Creek  .3 C 

GOODYEAR HEIGHTS Parcours  .8 C 3

HAMPTON HILLS Adam Run  3.2 C 3

LIBERTY PARK Coyote Run  .3 C 

MUNROE FALLS Indian Spring  2.2 C 2

NATURE REALM (no pets) Cherry Lane / Fernwood  .5 C 

SAND RUN Dogwood  .9 C 3

SILVER CREEK Pheasant Run  .2 C 

SPRINGFIELD BOG Prairie  .6 C 

Hiker’s Choice (Metro Park ONLY) ____________________  ___ ___ __

Rating:  =Easy  2=Moderate  3=Strenuous
Class:  A=Multipurpose  B=Accessible  C=Basic  D=Primitive

Visit our website for rating and class definitions

330-865-8065 • hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org

PRIMARY PARTICIPANT FIRST-YEAR Hiker VETERAN SUMMIT CO. RESIDENT

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Primary Participant’s Last Name First Name M.I. 

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Address City State Zip

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Email Phone

ADDITIONAL PARTICIPANTS FIRST-YEAR Hiker VETERAN SUMMIT CO. RESIDENT

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name Zip 

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name Zip 

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name Zip 

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name Zip 

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name Zip 

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

INDIVIDUAL & 
FAMILY/GROUP 
HIKING FORM

55th ANNUAL

All trail mileage reflects round-trip hikes

THIS FORM MAY BE REPRODUCED.


