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PLANET vs. PLASTIC
EARTH DAY IS APRIL 22

Plastics are a danger to human, animal and ecosystem
health, disrupting the delicate balance of life on earth.
You can help! Phase out single-use plastics and take
action toward building a plastic-free future for
generations to come. Join Summit Metro Parks for Earth
Day programming on page 15, or pave the way for a
healthier Earth by looking for involvement opportunities

at summitmetroparks.org.
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DISCOVER YOUR BACK YARD Section

WOODLAND WILDFLOWERS AND THE CREATURES
THEY DEPEND ON

By Janean Curfman, Interpretive Naturalist

Tiny ephemeral wildflowers carpet the forest floor in
spring, providing important early food sources for
pollinators. These delicate blooms often depend on

specialized partnerships for survival.

Spring beauties use bright lines called nectar guides to
direct pollinators where to land. Maroon-colored (and
slightly smelly) red trilliums and wild ginger imitate the

favorite meals of flies, enticing them to aid in pollination.

Once pollinated, some flowers rely on animals to
disperse their seeds. The mayapple’s fruits are eaten by
box turtles. As they travel, turtles deposit seeds, which
are more likely to sprout thanks to their digestion! Other
flowers such as trillium, trout lily and bloodroot entice
ants to pick up their seeds by producing a fatty

appendage called an elaiosome. Ants pick up seeds,

take them home to eat the tasty treat attached and

discard the rest, thus planting more flowers!

When admiring spring wildflowers, remember that they
have just a few short weeks to complete their life cycle
before falling dormant beneath the shade of the trees.

For this reason, it can take some flowers, such as trout
lily, up to seven years to produce their first blooms! So

take only photos, and enjoy the beauty of spring.

[ To see a wide array of woodland ephemerals, consider
a trip to Liberty Park, Furnace Run Metro Park or
Hampton Hills Metro Park in April. ]
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A SPECTACULAR SHOW: 2024 SOLAR ECLIPSE
By Katelyn Freil, Marketing Specialist

On April 8, a momentous event will grace the skies
above Ohio as the sun, moon and Earth align, providing
a few moments of midday darkness during a

breathtaking spectacle: a total solar eclipse.

During the solar eclipse, the moon will pass between the
sun and Earth, completely blocking the face of the sun
from view and casting a shadow on a strip of land more

than 100 miles wide from Mexico to Canada.

There are two parts to the moon’s shadow. The
penumbra is the outer, lighter portion where the sun is
only partially covered. The umbra, also known as the
path of totality, is the central, darker part where the sun
is completely blocked. Summit County will be in the path
of totality and experience complete darkness for about

three minutes during this event.

While total solar eclipses around the globe are not
exactly rare (occurring about once every one and a half

years), to be in the path of one is. The last time Ohio



experienced a total solar eclipse was in 1806, and the
next will not be until 2099, making this a special
experience for the 7,275,000 Ohioans living in this year’s

path.

In addition to residents, this total solar eclipse is
expected to attract hundreds of thousands of people to
the state, bringing new visitors — and traffic — to public
spaces like the Metro Parks. To avoid the crowds,
consider viewing the eclipse from home or walking to a
local public space. Remember: The view will be the
same regardless of where you are, so long as you're in

the path of totality.

This means that planning where to view the eclipse is
not nearly as important as how. Viewing the sun’s rays is
never safe, even when partially obscured in the
moments before and after the total solar eclipse, so
special viewers are required. Look for safe solar viewing
glasses (also known as eclipse glasses) and handheld
viewers from reputable sellers, or try making a viewer at
home by following the park district’s online activity guide.
Remember that cameras, telescopes and binoculars
also require solar filters to be directed at the sun. Don’t
ruin your device trying to get the perfect picture and

instead, enjoy the moment!

As we turn our collective gaze to the sky, let’'s appreciate
the opportunity to experience this celestial event as a

community.
Did You Know?
There are four types of solar eclipses:
1. Total (the sun is completely blocked from view)

2. Annular (the moon is far enough away from
Earth that it does not fully block the sun)

3. Partial (the sun is partially blocked from view)

4. Hybrid (an eclipse shifts between annular and
total)

e Solar eclipses have distinct cultural and spiritual
significance for communities across the globe.
Some cultures recognize eclipses as signs or
omens, while others may see them as a moment

of harmony and balance.

e During this eclipse, a NASA citizen science
project called the Eclipse Soundscapes Project
will revisit a study from almost 100 years ago
which showed that animals and insects are

affected by solar eclipses.
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WATER HAS A PERFECT MEMORY

By Jen M. Harvey, Chief of Philanthropy

There is a different way of telling the story of the
Cuyahoga River now. Change has been slow, like the
view from a kayak with the shore slipping by as you
cover more miles than you might think. The river has
been freed of dams in Brecksville, Kent, Munroe Falls
and Cuyahoga Falls. Floodplains, riffles and bends are
being actively restored. For those who live here, the
changes are incremental. But now, we can pull that
kayak into an eddy, look around and see how far we’ve

come.

As water quality improves, biologists are reintroducing
fish species that have been missing for years. In October
2023, the USEPA announced pivotal funding to remove
the massive Gorge Dam — the largest remaining impact
on the river’s water quality. The Cuyahoga will flow freely

again.

Summit Metro Parks is bringing river access to the
Valley View Area of Cascade Valley Metro Park so that
people can enjoy more of the renewed river. Spanning

eight acres, the project includes a canoe and kayak put-



in, accessible pathways, observation areas and
gathering spaces. It's designed to welcome you to this

actively restored and recovering ecosystem.

Parks protect critical areas of the river as it flows through
Northeast Ohio from the headwaters to Lake Erie. Your
support of these parks has made all the difference.
Preserved areas foster native vegetation along the
banks that filter runoff, keeping the water shaded for
cool-water aquatic habitat. The river and these areas
along it provide a crucial migration corridor for birds and

other wildlife.

Our river does indeed have a perfect memory, and it's
getting back to the way it was — a free-flowing, clean
resource for wildlife and people. The Summit Metro
Parks Foundation creates a lasting local impact in many
ways, including protecting our river and helping provide
outstanding places like the new river access area for you

to enjoy.

To donate to the Summit Metro Parks Foundation, visit
foundation.summitmetroparks.org, or send a check to
the Summit Metro Parks Foundation at 975 Treaty Line
Road, Akron, Ohio, 44313.

Support the Summit Metro Parks Foundation
975 Treaty Line Road

Akron, OH, 44313
foundation.summitmetroparks.org
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SUMMIT METRO PARKS FOUNDATION

The Summit Metro Parks Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization that was established in 1991 to
further the goals and mission of Summit Metro Parks.
We are grateful to the many people, organizations,

businesses and agencies who made gifts, grants and

sponsorships January 1, 2023, through December 31,
2023. These donations and other forms of support
create thriving parks that are a cornerstone of Summit
County’s quality of life and benefit the park district’s
charitable, educational and scientific initiatives.

DONOR LISTING
TRIBUTE

in honor of 60-year FHS Original Hikers — Neva Ucker,
Jennie Pier, Jennifer Hoffman and Joan Haby

Christy Counterman

in memory of Frank S. Balogh
Nancy Null
John Schmidt

Margaret Zelei

in memory of Phyllis & Allen Arkett
Jennifer & Stuart Arkett and
Casley Arkett Nagengast

in memory of Phyllis Arkett
Erin & Paige Beal

in memory of Jerry Ater
Tricia Ater

in memory of Brian M. Banks

Gloria Admire

in memory of Bill Barnes

Jen M. Harvey

in memory of Bill & Jo Anne Barnes
Mark & Roberta Rininger

in memory of David Beckley
Judith A. Nicely

in honor of Marlene Bednarik

ExxonMobil Foundation

in honor of Joan Booth
Kathryn Booth



in memory of Lyn Marie Broach

Arwen Kmet

in memory of Robert Buehrle
Elaine Girard
James R. Hayne

Christine Eleanor Vassel Auer

in memory of Joan D. Carlson
Robin Woodard

in memory of James A. Comeriato
Frank & Debbie Comeriato

in memory of Craig James Culler
Charleston Anthropologie
Don & Marie Church
Robert & Sandra Costill
Karen Culler
Tim Culler
Marisa Driebe
Heidi L. Hoffman
Tracy Kucera
David & Peggy Pitts
Cia Smallwood

Carol Weigand

in memory of Lynette Cutrufello

Kelly Evans

In honor of John Daily
Lisle M. Buckingham

Endowment Fund

in honor of Kenny Davis
Gabriel Riggle Esq.

in memory of Jim Dietrich
Cynthia Ann Beneze
Paul Codispoti
Chris & Teresa Considine
Lisa Crowgey
Mary Lack
Robert Luxeder Family

Luxeder Family

Katie McCarthy

Paul Mccort

Phoenix Children’s Hospital Data Team
Andy & Cindy Shkolnik

Jim & Barb Shriner

Lisa Ann Weinsheimer

in memory of Richard Eberly

Anonymous

Burtrand, Fischer, Hallauer and Roupe Families
Carolyn E. & Wade A. Christian

Cuyahoga Falls High School
January Class of 1957

Kimberly Dusak

Karen Lindsey

Joe & Pam Mazzola

Jill Nash

Karen & Dave Palmer

R.O.C.K. Program

Greg & Sue Smith, Dan & Stephanie Smith and
Brian Boris

Bill & Cindy Stalnaker

William Starr

Tietz Family

Karen & Bill Young

in memory of Mary Frances Evans
Ann Welty

in honor of Gene Eyler

Scott & Marian Harmount

in memory of Shannon Galloway

Ross Ormsby

in memory of Rosalie J. Gaylor

Jennifer E. Gaylor

in memory of Jane Lynn Good
Brian Good

in memory of Scott Michael Gossett
Richard & Cathy Beahn



in memory of Mitch Greenawalt in memory of Herbie Kern
Susan Mason Cutler, Glauberman, Migdal, Regal, Nelson,

Hirschfield and Conlon Families and Faye & Ed

in honor of Owen Griswold

Marsha Griswold

in memory of Jane Grover

James Elliott Grover

in honor of John Hoffmann
James Dolensky
Gail Greenberg
Robert Hoffmann
Alan & Pat Richardson

in memory of Ellie “Grandma” Hogan

Michele Hogan

in memory of Bob Holland

Nancy Holland

in memory of Colin & Henry Jackson

Karleen Salmon

in memory of Ellie James

Matt Dunaway

in memory of Barbara “Krans” Jenkins

Lucy Pramudji

in memory of Mary Jenkins

Terry & Mary Kay Finn

in memory of Rama Lakshmi Kancherla

Rao Kancherla

in memory of John “Jack” Kane
Carol & Larry Clements

Megan Kane

in memory of Pearl “Marty” Kane

Mary Jean Piazza

in honor of Sue Kattan
Mimi Surloff

Regal

in memory of Ralph J. Klubnik

Maruna Family

in memory of Mark Edward Knott

Mary Ciriello

in honor of Ken & Janet Kretchmer

Susan Lobalzo

in memory of Ron Lehman
Iva J. Lehman

Karl Simonson

in memory of Jacqueline Lindquist

Kira M. Sandmann

in memory of Rick Lloyd
John & Mary Hagat

in memory of Bill & Trudy Loeb

Betty E. Levinson

in memory of Thomas Loeb
Susan Will

in honor of Patricia Machone
Arthur Thorn

in honor of Dee Meier

Sandy Parker

in memory of Bill Miller
Carol Miller

in memory of George F. Mitchell
Lisa Mitchell

in memory of Eleanor Grace Moritz

E. Stewart Moritz & Maura K. O’'Shea



in memory of Mooch Morlan

Katherine D. Testerman

in honor of Velma Pomrenke

Janet H. Anderson

in memory of James Porterfield
W3 Global Accounting

in memory of Chandra Pulami

Ram Pulami

in memory of John Riggs
Rebecca Bidinotto
Laurence A. Grewe
Rosemary Isabella & Don Turpin
Gates McManus
Robert Sweet

Denise Zelko-Schraitle

in memory of Jim Rudgers
Kristen Robbins

in memory of Paul Rulnick

Benjamin Rulnick

in memory of Douglas Sanders

Jennifer Lee Black

in honor of Ken Sharrock

Greener Grass Organic Lawn & Pest

in memory of Michael W. Smith
Bruce Choate
Jim & Francine Crist
Cherie Morris
Steve Sacia

Janet Snyder

in memory of Derek L. Stanley

Gary Stanley

in memory of Kenn Subak

Andrew G. Copenhaver

in memory of James S. Sugden and Barry K. Sugden Jr.

Nancy A. Sugden

in memory of Sheila Svoboda

Molly Armstrong

Tyler Bohinc

Carolyn Bousfield

Renee Boutwell-Svoboda
Pamela L. Buffington and Stewart Warther
Mary Jane Carlin

Janet Cheselka

Marie B. Curry

Cindy Danforth

Jeff Fein

Dean & Heather Ferguson
Margaret Goldwater
Marcie Groesbeck and Bryan Hecht
Evan Haney

Sarah Elisabeth Harris
Kara Hauerwas
Madeleine Hitel

Jefferson Hodge

Kara Hoffman

Michelle Jolliffe

Wayne & Mary Jo Jome
Rebecca Weimer Kline
Takashi Komabayashi
Michael Kurth

Emily Lemmerman

Sara Lombardy

Griffin Mahon

Charles & Eileen Martinez
Julie McFarland

Matt Milholland

Daniel Misunas

David & Leslie Nelson
Jonathan T. Pavloff

Mark K. Rasmus

Susan & Zvi Rozensher
Talia Rozensher

Larry & Marcheta Scott
Sandra F. Selby



Meredith Shaul
Roger Spring
Patricia Sucher
Michael Stivers
Gordon J. Svoboda Il
Svoboda Family
Michelle B. Tognetti
Marguerite Tremelin
Elaine Pulk Wesman
Elizabeth May White
Gail E. Wild

Margo Works

in memory of Paul Tackett
Cheryl Renee Carter

Shared Medical Services

in honor of Neva Ucker
Eric Ucker

in memory of Viviann D. Whalen
Vincent M. & Kathleen Whalen

NON-TRIBUTE

Akron Garden Club

Akron Trail Marathon/Fast Girls Running Company

Janet H. Anderson

Andrews Family Foundation

Anonymous (7)

Apple

Martha Balash

Paula Balazs

Lindsay Baldy

Phil & Mindy Bartholomae

Bokom Foundation

Betsy Booher

Ellen W. Botnick

Linda Brashear

Kevin Brennan

Gordon Bentley Bryant

Nathanael Bucher

Buckingham

Nichole Caceres

Gail E. Cheslock

Stephen Clark

Steven L. Cochran & Denise C. Woods

Cohen & Company

Stephen Comunale & Jane Prem

Bill Cope

Larry & Anita Crabbe

Craig James Culler

Cheryl LeAnn Davis

Liz Donaldson

Daniel Dorazio

Robert & Lisa Drew

Jenny Earley

Chris Engelmann

Equifax

Madison Escareno



Karin Fischer-Donovan Karen & Lewis Johnson

Kevin M. Fongheiser Ron Johnson

Julie Gause Jennifer Joseph

Patricia S. Gay Shannon Kane

Pamela B. Gerus Candace Kaptain

Shawna Gfroerer Jason Kauffman

Girl Scout Troop 91442 Keidan Cares Fund of The Columbus Foundation
Grandparent Merit Badges Robert Kiggans

Bruce D. & Erica Greer Mary A. Kincaid

Karen Greer Phyllis Knepper

Shannon Grigsby Jerry Koch

Steve & Mary Hailer Taku Kopp

Richard T. & Nicol B. Halishak Jane M. Kovacs

Michael T. Hayes Kate Taylor Krabill

Martin & Sherry Hellman Ted & Hazel Krist

Joe D. Henninger Michelle Krocker & Kate Raymond
Brian Hoffman Joyce A. Krysinski

Bonnie Horovitz Michele Kurilec

Judith Hudgins Marc Lefebvre

Samuel & Valerie S. Hudspath Joan Leslie Long

Chlondra Hunter M.G. O’Neil Foundation
Brandon Huth Toby Mackenzie

Elizabeth Indriolo John D. Mancinelli

Mary E. Jenkins Marathon Financial Services

Robert J. Jenkins Jr. Anne Martinez



Lauren McDaniel

David B. Michael

Microsoft

Amber Miller

Heather Minx

Brentt, Rosalyn & Carson Moore

Nancy Mudd

Kristy Nelson

Network For Good

Timothy Nichols

Monica Maria Niemiec

Lyndsey Nopper

OCSEA Summit Conglomerate Chapter 7700

OCSEA Twinsburg Chapter 7760

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America, Akron
Lodge 685

Amelia Oriti

Bill & Caroline Parry

Pfizer

Rick Pollak

Austen Rau

The Richard & Alita Rogers Family Foundation

John & Sandie Rhoades

Bruce & Ann Rowland

Roland Savage

Sharon Schnall & R. Drew Sellers

John Sederwall

Shackelford, Horinger and Odom Families

Edward Sliva

Edward & Cheryl Sliva

Karen E. Smith

Timothy & Karen Snyder

Carol Solomon

Andrea & Sidney Steinberger

Janette Stender

John & Laura Struhsaker

Bonnie & Joe Sudomir

Dave Tenley

David & Lyn Thomas

Robert Trogdon

Chung-Ying Tsai

Dave & Mary Tschantz

Vertical Runner

Brendan Walsh

Craig & Stephanie Walton

The Richard & Beverly Waltz Family Trust

The Sean & Nancy Ward Charitable Foundation

Western Reserve Racing, LLC

Mark & Sue Whitmore

Daniel Young



Lyndsey Zavracky

Laurie Zuckerman & Steve Johnson

2023 Summit Metro Parks Foundation GRANTS

Akron Community Foundation, William C. & Betty J.
Zekan Fund and John A. McAlonan Fund

Akron Garden Club

Albrecht Family Foundation & Acme Fresh Market

The Allstate Foundation

The Andrea Rose Teodosio Memorial Foundation

Howard Atwood Family Fund

Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund

Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs Fund of Akron
Community Foundation, Cleveland Fund and Charitable

Fund of Stark Community Foundation

Lisle M. Buckingham Endowment Fund

Lehner Family Foundation

Logsdon Family Foundation

Robert A. and Jean C. Meyers Family Fund

Synthomer Foundation

2023 Summit Metro Parks / Summit Metro Parks
Foundation SPONSORS

Albrecht Family Foundation & Acme Fresh Market

Akron Children’s Hospital

Buckingham

Cleveland Clinic Akron General
Country Maid Creamery & Orchard
Davey Tree Expert Co.

Goodyear Hunting & Fishing Club
HiHO Brewing Co.

House of Plants, Inc.

Roetzel & Andress

Vertical Runner

Wayside Furniture

GREEN ISLANDS LEGACY SOCIETY

We’'re grateful to those who have made a planned gift to
Summit Metro Parks or the Summit Metro Parks
Foundation. Those who have done so are recognized
here as part of the Green Islands Legacy Society.
Planned gifts (such as bequests) are a wonderful way to

make a lasting difference for your parks.

Beau Abdenour
Anonymous (2)

Julie Nicholas Amos
Elizabeth Baker

David Bilas & Amy Dana
Alice M. Bittner

Bruce H. Buchholzer
Edna L. Carlson

Helen S. Coup

Craig J. Culler

Laureen Drapp

Jennifer E. Gaylor
Christian Graham
James Hower

Samuel & Valerie S. Hudspath

Mike Johnson



David Jones

Kathryn Kilpatrick

Susan Korosa

Harold F. Levinson

Joan Leslie Long

Emil A. Merkle

Taylor Papiernik & Rachel Schlagel
George E. Seccombe
Charles E. & Ruth A. Shea
James & Letha Skinner
Sharon Stump

Marion L. Taylor

Matilda Varga

Marilyn Vernon

Mildred C. Walzer

Hoyt & Merdith Wells
Carol Zeh
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13" Annual
MOTHER’S DAY 5K

May 12, 2024
Start Time 8 a.m.

RUN, JOG OR WALK IN CELEBRATION OF MOM!

Munroe Falls Metro Park
Lake Area: 521 South River Road, Munroe Falls

Jogging strollers are welcome at this family-friendly

course.

Register online: summitmetroparks.org

Proceeds benefit Summit Metro Parks Foundation



