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RECYCLE YOUR

The park district “recycles” residential Christmas trees by chipping 

them into mulch. Drop off your tree, cleaned of all decorations and 

tinsel, through January 3 at the following locations:

FIRESTONE METRO PARK 
Little Turtle Pond | 2400 Harrington Rd., Akron

FURNACE RUN METRO PARK 
Brushwood Area | 4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield

GOODYEAR HEIGHTS METRO PARK 
Main Entrance (rear lot) | 2077 Newton St., Akron

NIMISILA RESERVOIR METRO PARK 
Lot SM2 | 553 S. Main St., Green

SAND RUN METRO PARK 
Treaty Line Area | 995 Treaty Line Rd., Akron

SILVER CREEK METRO PARK 
Big Oak Area | 599 Medina Line Rd., Norton
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Y O U R  B A C K  Y A R D

Nicole McClellan, Interpretive Naturalist

When it comes to weathering the cold 

of winter, weasels have perfected their 

snowy survival strategies. Weasels are 

the smallest carnivorous mammals in the 

world and belong to the Mustelidae family, 

which also includes mink, river otters and 

badgers. They are characterized by their 

long, slender bodies and short legs, which 

keep them low to the ground and help 

them move quite quickly. Ohio is home 

to three types of weasel: the least weasel, 

long-tailed weasel and short-tailed weasel 

(or ermine). Each species can develop a 

white coat in the winter. 

Why turn white in winter?

As winter approaches, the sun sets earlier. 

This change triggers an alteration in coat 

color for weasels. Weasels in the north 

turn white in winter for camouflage to 

blend in with their environment. Weasels 

in the south do not molt to a white coat, 

but instead keep the same brown hue all 

year long. Cold weather camouflage helps 

weasels evade predators such as hawks 

and coyotes. It also aids in their ability to 

hunt for prey like mice and voles.  

WEASELS IN WINTER

OHIO’S WEASELS
Long-tailed weasel

• Black tip on tail

• Tail is more than 40 percent 
of body length

• Largest weasel

Short-tailed weasel 
(ermine)

• Black tip on tail

• Tail is less than 40 percent  
of body length

Least weasel

• Lacks a black tip on tail

• Smallest; averages 7" long
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I f you haven’t been to 

Liberty Park in Twinsburg 

lately, you are in for a 

treat! Since joining Summit

Metro Parks in 200, Liberty 

Park has only gotten better 

with time — adding a nature 

center, trails and many other 

visitor amenities. As the largest 

natural area managed by the park 

district, the 3,000-acre property is a 

unique partnership with the City of 

Twinsburg. 

LOTS
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YOUR BACK YARD

The city manages the park’s ,00-acre 

recreation area, including the sports 

fields and playground, while Summit 

Metro Parks oversees the remaining 

acreage, including a state-designated 

nature preserve and a protected 

conservation area.

The park features many rare and 

endangered species, including Indiana 

bats, marsh wrens, ospreys and bald 

eagles, and has been recognized as an 

Important Bird Area by Audubon Ohio. 

In 207, park staff identified a federally 

endangered northern long-eared bat — 

a species that had not been seen for five 

years due to the devastating effects of 

white-nose syndrome. 

Park visitors might also glimpse beavers, 

long-tailed weasels, dragonflies, 

butterflies, red-backed salamanders, 

wood frogs and turtles. Liberty’s size 

allows it to support large mammals —  

in fact, Summit Metro Parks biologists 

have found evidence of at least one 

black bear hibernating in the park.  

While you aren’t likely to spot a real one, 

a selfie with our black bear statue  

is definitely the next best thing!

At the Ledges
At the Twinsburg Ledges Area (9999 

Liberty Rd., Twinsburg), you’ll find a nearly 

4,000-square foot trailside nature center 

Stephanie Walton, Chief of Marketing & Communications

AT LIBERTY PARK
TO LOVE

continued on page 6

Northern long-eared bat Beaver

American bald eagle
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featuring seasonal exhibits, live native 

animals and activities for kids. Along the 

walkway from the parking lot, visitors 

can explore the story of the park’s past 

and how humans have utilized this land 

from prehistory to today. The nature 

center is universally accessible and 

was specially designed to be inclusive 

of people with low vision or sensory 

impairments.

Something for Everyone
The nature center is also where the 

entire family can discover a vast array 

of naturalist-led programs. From nature 

art and astronomy to snowshoeing 

and night hikes, Liberty Park has it all. 

Spring is an especially exciting time at the 

nature center, as we’ll host a hands-on 

maple sugaring demonstration, World 

Turtle Day activities and an otter open 

house!

Liberty Park’s trail system offers a 

variety of landscapes and fun for all skill 

levels, including two flat, paved options. 

On Ledges Trail, visitors can explore 

the park’s unique sandstone ledge 

formation, which is covered in a beautiful 

“living skin” of ferns, mosses and lichens. 

The new Black Bear Trail is Liberty’s 

longest trail at 2. miles. Though it is 

never far from the nature center and 

Liberty Road, Black Bear’s serenity gives 

it the feel of a remote hiking experience.

Pond Brook
Liberty is also home to one of the larg-

est stream restoration efforts in Ohio. 

Bird-viewing window

Ledges Trail
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YOUR BACK YARD

Within the Pond Brook Conservation 

Area (3973 E. Aurora Rd., Twinsburg), 

Summit Metro Parks biologists have 

been working since 2004 to restore 

five miles of stream and tributaries 

into a healthy habitat for wildlife. Made 

possible by outside funding, the project 

is nearing completion and has already 

resulted in significantly improved water 

quality. We’re seeing a return of native 

fish and aquatic insect populations, 

as well as migratory birds that rely 

on the newly-restored wetlands. On 

Buttonbush Trail, you can walk along a 

boardwalk and through the wet woods 

to hear frogs calling each spring — and 

if you’re lucky, you may even see a river 

otter as well.  

Come out today and explore 

all that Liberty Park has to 

offer! The nature center is open 

Wednesday through Saturday, 

0 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 

noon to 5 p.m. To stay up-to-

date with activities at the park, 

visit the Programs & Events Guide 

in this publication and on our 

website:

summitmetroparks.org

River otter

Liberty Park Nature Center



SMP Employee SPOTLIGHT:     Marlo Perdicas
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Marlo Perdicas, park biologist, has been an 
employee in the conservation department 
for 5 years. We asked her to share more 
about the important work she does.

What is your role at Summit Metro Parks?
MP: Together with my colleagues I study wildlife and 
manage natural areas for conservation purposes. I guide 
volunteers as they perform citizen science surveys to collect 
wildlife data. I have a great job where I work with people, 
teach, explore, learn and spend a lot of time outside.

What’s your favorite project you’ve worked on?
MP: There are so many projects that I have loved, but 
studying bats is still my favorite. For 5 years, I have 
monitored our bat populations by catching, measuring and 
releasing them throughout the Metro Parks. Bats are fast-
flying, insect-eating superstars! I always wished I could fly.

You are featured in this year’s ad campaign.  
Can you tell us about those photos?

MP: We live on a small farm and enjoy having horses. My 
daughter and I like to ride on the Bridle Trail at Silver Creek 

Metro Park. The park is close to 
our home and the trails are safe 
and beautiful. We also enjoy hiking 
with the whole family even when 
we don’t bring the horses along.

What’s your best tip to 
enjoy the Metro Parks?
MP: Visit the park closest to your 
home. Each park has something 

interesting to offer. Unplug and take a moment to quietly 
observe something, like a bird singing, an insect pollinating  
or leaves rustling. Learning opportunities surround you,  
and nature never disappoints those who listen.

Summit Metro Parks is grateful to Marlo for her contributions to 
conservation and to our staff!

This year, Summit Metro Parks will feature an 
employee in each issue of Green Islands Magazine. 
You may also notice employees as the “stars” of 
some of our promotions. Why? We want to give 
you a closer look at the passions and talents of 
your neighbors who help run the park district. 



PROGRAMS & EVENTS

Tuesday, January , 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

NEW YEAR’S DAY  
SNOWSHOE HIKE
Join a naturalist for a New Year’s Day 
snowshoe hike. A limited number of 
snowshoes will be available to use free  
of charge, or you may bring your own.  
Hot chocolate will be waiting for us 
afterward. We’ll still hike if there isn’t snow. 
Wetmore Conservation Area Trailhead:  
4653 Wetmore Rd., Peninsula ☎ (2/8)

Wednesday, January 2, 9:30 – 0 a.m.

NATURE STORIES
Young children and their adult companions 
will enjoy this interactive, nature-inspired 
story time intended for ages 8 months to 
3 years. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg ☎ (2/2)

Wednesday, January 2,  – 4 p.m.

SURVIVAL SKILLS FOR FAMILIES
Calling all families! Enjoy an afternoon of 
winter skills: learn how to be prepared  
for the cold, build shelters, start fires and 
more. Recommended for ages 7 and up.  
FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield 

☎ (2/22)

Thursday, January 3, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

DAY CAMP:  
WINTER ADVENTURE
Kids 7 to 0 can enjoy this winter adventure 
with fun, hands-on experiences. We will be 
exploring the park and looking for signs of 
winter animals. Pack a lunch and dress to be 
outside for long periods of time. Cost: $0.  
SR/Shady Hollow: 750 Sand Run Pkwy., Akron 

 (/29) $

Thursday, January 3, 0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

DAYTIME HIKE AND FIRE
Join a naturalist to discover what critters are 
out and about in winter and try your hand at 
feeding the chickadees. Afterward, warm up 
with marshmallows around a campfire. FASN/
Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, January 4 
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 2:30 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
NATURE’S DEFENSES
Homeschoolers, ages 7 to 0: From quills to 
colors, nature has many ways to protect itself 
from threats and predators! Join a naturalist 
to discover the fascinating mechanisms of 
nature’s defenses. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (2/5)

Friday, January 4, :30 a.m. –  p.m.

SCHOOL’S OUT COOKOUT
Celebrate the start of another winter season! 
Bring your own hot dogs and buns to cook 
over an open fire, and we’ll provide drinks 
and condiments. Then, hike with a naturalist 
to investigate how animals survive the winter. 
FASN/Campfire Area: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

JANUARY
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All programs at F/Coventry Oaks:  
40 Axline Ave., Akron

ARCHERY

All equipment and hands-on  
instruction provided.

Thursday, January 3

INTRO TO ARCHERY
Participants can learn international-
style target archery and test their 
marksmanship at our temporary indoor 
range. Program good for beginning and 
practiced archers. Must be 50 inches or 
taller. Cost: $0/person.  (2/8) $

FOR KIDS (ages 9-5) 
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

FOR ADULTS (ages 6+) 
 – 2:30 p.m.

Friday, January 4

ARCHERY GAMES
Play different games to practice your 
archery skills in a fun and exciting way. 
Participants must have already taken one 
of our Intro to Archery programs. Must 
be 50 inches or taller. ☎ (2/8) FREE

FOR ADULTS (ages 6+) 
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

FOR KIDS (ages 9-5) 
 – 2:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 5,  – 4 p.m.

ARCHERY OPEN SHOOT
Register for a half-hour time slot to 
improve your shot. Participants must  
have already taken our Intro to 
Archery program. ☎ (2/8) FREE

BHT  Bike & Hike Trail
CVN  Cascade Valley / North
CVS  Cascade Valley / South 
DLQ  Deep Lock Quarry

FASN  F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm
F  Firestone
FR  Furnace Run
FT  Freedom Trail

GYH  Goodyear Heights
G  Gorge
HH  Hampton Hills
LP  Liberty Park

MF  Munroe Falls
NR  Nimisila Reservoir
ONW  O’Neil Woods
SC  Silver Creek

SFB  Springfield Bog
SR  Sand Run
TT  Towpath Trail
WH   Wood Hollow

(date)  Registration start date

$  Fee

For more information: Call 330-867-55, visit summitmetroparks.org or email marketing@summitmetroparks.org

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: Programs with these icons require advance registration,  
beginning at 0 a.m. on the date in parentheses, by the method indicated.    Web: 330tix.com☎   Call: 330-865-8065

SLNC   Summit Lake  
Nature Center



 
Friday, January 4, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

MORE S’MORES CAMPFIRE
Come out and enjoy a winter campfire with 
a naturalist as you learn different s’more 
recipes. Bring unique recipes of your own 
to share, if you have them. S’mores will be 
provided while supplies last. FASN/Seneca 
Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Saturday, January 5,  – 2:30 p.m.

POKÉMON IN THE PARKS HIKE
Hike along Cherry Lane Trail to learn about 
Pokémon and their real-life counterparts 
while playing Pokémon Go. Please bring  
a device capable of playing Pokémon  
Go with the app pre-installed. FASN/ 
Campfire Area: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, January 6, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

COFFEE WITH THE BIRDS
Fill your mug with a warm beverage and sit 
fireside for a peaceful morning discussion at 
the wildlife viewing area. We will find out why 
this area is a favorite of our winter residents. 
Coffee and tea are provided, but please bring 
a mug. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg

Sunday, January 6,  – 3 p.m.

AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHY  
EXHIBIT RECEPTION
Join Summit Metro Parks for the opening 
reception of the 209 Amateur Photography 
Exhibit. Meet the photographers, enjoy light 
refreshments and see the natural beauty 
of the Metro Parks through the eyes and 
cameras of folks like you. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, January 6, 7 – 8 p.m.

YOGA: VINYASA
Enjoy an active vinyasa yoga practice with 
a certified instructor. Wear comfortable 
clothing, bring a yoga mat or towel and 
drinking water. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (2/4)

Sunday, January 6, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

ZODIAC EXPLORERS:  
SAGITTARIUS
This monthly program series explores 
the night sky and examines the zodiac 
constellation of the month. The program 
is a mix of science, folklore and personal 
reflection through journaling, and will take 
place rain or shine. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Monday, January 7, 3 – 4 p.m.

WINTER CRITTERS FOR FAMILIES
Families with young children: learn about 
winter animals through hands-on activities 
in our Nature Play Area. GYH/Pioneer: 550 
Frazier Ave., Akron

Tuesday, January 8, 0 – :30 a.m.

CARDIO HIKE
Start your New Year’s resolution off strong 
while hiking four miles at a vigorous pace with 
few, if any, rest stops. Beginners are welcome, 
but talk to your doctor before beginning a 
new exercise routine. MF/Tallmadge Meadows: 
088 North Ave., Tallmadge

Wednesday, January 9, 0 – :30 a.m.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Enjoy this leisurely stroll along Deer Run 
Trail, with frequent stops to discover signs of 
wildlife and other winter wonders along the 
way. ONW/Trail Lot: 2550 Martin Rd., Bath

Thursday, January 0 
 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

HOT COCOA HIKE
Hike with a naturalist to learn about local 
wildlife, and then warm up with a hot cup 
of cocoa. FASN/Seneca Deck: 828 Smith Rd., 
Akron

Friday, January , 2 – 3:30 p.m.

WINTER TREE I.D.
How do you identify trees without leaves? 
Join us to find out as we walk part of  
Spring Hollow Trail. HH/Main Entrance:  
2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron

Friday, January , 6 – 7:30 p.m.

NIGHT HIKE & FIRE
Take a night hike in the winter meadow 
in search of nocturnal animals. Then, cozy 
up next to a fire in the shelter to listen to 
campfire stories. Bring a blanket and mug 
for hot chocolate, while supplies last. LP/
Twinsburg Ledges: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Friday, January , 6 – 7:30 p.m.

TAILING NIGHT TALONS
A naturalist will attempt to call owls using 
recordings, with the hope of a response. 
Patience and silence are essential. For ages 6 
and older. No dogs, please. SC/Pheasant Run: 
5000 Hametown Rd., Norton

Saturday, January 2, 0:30 – :30 a.m.

PINECONE BIRD FEEDERS
Make pinecone bird feeders to use this 
winter, then head outside to feed the birds 
from your hand. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron

Saturday, January 2,  – 3 p.m.

SNOWSHOE OPEN HOUSE
Join a naturalist to learn about the history of 
snowshoeing, try on a pair, and maybe even 
walk around the area! Hot chocolate and a 
campfire will keep us warm. FASN/Campfire 
Area: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

 
Saturday, January 2, 5 – 6:30 p.m.

WINTER WILDLIFE  
HIKE AND FIRE
Join a naturalist to hike and discover 
wildlife that is out and about during winter. 
After hiking, join us for a toasty campfire. 
Marshmallows will be available, while supplies 
last. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg

Sunday, January 3, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

RAPTOR I.D.
Bring a mug and enjoy a cup of coffee or 
cocoa while learning how to identify our local 
raptors. We will cover hawks, falcons and 
other predators of the sky. LP/Nature Center: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

0 summitmetroparks.org
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KINDEREALM: EVERGREENS
Children ages 3 to 6 and their adult companions will learn about trees that stay green year-round. Includes a hike and craft.  

Please make other arrangements for younger children unable to remain in infant seats or strollers. ☎ (2/28)

Wednesday, January 9 
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
F/Coventry Oaks
40 Axline Ave., Akron

Thursday, January 0 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
TT/SLNC
390 W. Crosier St., Akron

Tuesday, January 8 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
LP/Nature Center 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Sunday, January 3,  – 2:30 p.m.

NATURE FOR FAMILIES:  
WINTER BIRDS
Join this monthly hands-on nature exploration 
series for the whole family. This month we’ll  
explore the world of winter birds. Be prepared 
to be outside for most of the program.  
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Sunday, January 3, :30 – 2:30 p.m.

KIDS YOGA
Kids ages 7 to 2 and their adult companions 
can join a certified instructor for yoga focused 
on connecting with nature. Class may include 
a short hike. Wear comfortable clothing, 
bring a yoga mat or towel and drinking water. 
Some mats are provided. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Monday, January 4, 8:30 – 0 a.m.

WINTER BIRD WALK
Beginner and experienced birders join a 
naturalist on a leisurely stroll to search for  
the park’s winter residents. Afterward,  
try your hand at feeding the chickadees.  
F/Warner Road: 200 E. Warner Rd., Akron

Monday, January 4, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

CREATIVE CANVAS
Everything is a canvas! Join our interpretive 
artist to create some amazing works of  
art using nature as our inspiration and re-
purposed materials as our medium. Only 
requirements are a sense of humor and a 
great attitude. Cost: $0/person. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg  (/5) $

Wednesday, January 6 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR ADULTS
Join our interpretive artist for this 
entertaining lesson in nature drawing. Bring 
a sketchbook, pencil and a sense of humor. 
Beginners are welcome. FASN/Visitors Center: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (/8)

Wednesday, January 6 
 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

WILDLIFE TRACKS
Join a naturalist on a hike to look for tracks 
and other signs of wildlife. SFB: 400 Portage 
Line Rd., Springfield Twp.

Wednesday, January 6,  – 2:30 p.m.

WHO’S OUT HIKE
Come hike with a naturalist to see what the 
animals are up to on the .2-mile Downy 
Loop Trail. WH: 22 Barlow Rd., Hudson

Wednesday, January 6, 4:30 – 6 p.m.

TWILIGHT HIKE
Many wildlife species are most active at dawn 
and dusk. Before you turn in for the night, 
take a hike to listen for nighttime sounds  
and observe who’s just waking up. DLQ: 5779 
Riverview Rd., Peninsula

Thursday, January 7, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

COPING WITH THE COLD
Hibernation may get all of the hype, but there 
are many ways animals survive and thrive in the 
winter months. Join a naturalist on a leisurely 
hike to discover the various ways that Ohio’s 
wildlife makes it through winter. HH/Main 
Entrance: 2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron

Thursday, January 7, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

ASTRONOMY FOR BEGINNERS: 
GETTING STARTED
Has the night sky ever intimidated you, but 
you would like to learn more about it? Join 
a naturalist to learn the basics of astronomy 
and start your exploration of the world 
beyond! LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg

Friday, January 8,  – 3 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
NATURE’S DEFENSES
Homeschoolers, ages  to 4: From quills to 
colors, nature has many ways to protect itself 
from threats and predators! Join a naturalist 
to discover the fascinating mechanisms of 
nature’s defenses. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (2/5)

Friday, January 8, 3 – 4:30 p.m.

SCAT & TRACKS FOR ALL AGES
Splat, tracks, fur and scat! Look for the clues 
animals leave behind to answer the age-
old question: “Who dunnit?” MF/Tallmadge 
Meadows: 088 North Ave., Tallmadge

Saturday, January 9, 2:30 – 2:30 p.m.

NATURE ART FOR TEENS
Do you have a creative spirit? Teens ages  
3 to 7 join our interpretive artist for  
lessons in nature-inspired art. This is a  
drop-off program. Please dress for a mess. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

☎ (/)

Saturday, January 9,  – 2:30 p.m.

SOUP HIKE
Hike along the Towpath to learn about the 
historic hidden treasures in the area, then 
warm up with a bowl of hot soup afterwards. 
TT/SLNC: 390 W. Crosier St., Akron

summitmetroparks.org

Thursday, January 24 
 – 2 p.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, January 24 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron
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Sunday, January 20 
2 – :30 p.m. & 2 – 3:30 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR KIDS
Ages 6 to 2 join our interpretive artist for 
this lesson in nature drawing. Paper and 
pencils will be provided. FASN/Visitors Center: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (/2)

Sunday, January 20,  – 2:30 p.m.

BIRD FEEDING: ARE YOU 
SMARTER THAN SQUIRRELS?
Join a naturalist to learn the basics of feeding 
the birds. We’ll discuss the best seed and 
feeders, and provide tips for identifying 
common winter birds. Plus, learn how to try 
to keep the squirrels away! FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, January 20, 0:30 – :30 p.m.

VIEW THE BLOOD MOON:  
LUNAR ECLIPSE
Join us for an indoor talk about the moon, the 
eclipse and why it’s called a “blood moon.” 
After the talk we’ll view the eclipsing full 
moon, then warm up with some hot cocoa. 
Program will only be held if conditions are 
right. Call 330-865-8060 after 4 p.m. the day 
of the program for status. F/Coventry Oaks: 
40 Axline Ave., Akron

Monday, January 2,  a.m. – 2 p.m.

SCHOOL’S OUT COOKOUT
Bring your own hot dogs and buns to cook 
over an open fire, and we’ll provide drinks 
and condiments. Pie irons will also be 
available. Enjoy nature trivia while cooking 
and eating your lunch. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Monday, January 2,  – 2 p.m.

WOODPECKER FEEDER  
WORKSHOP
Join a naturalist to learn how to attract 
woodpeckers, nuthatches and other birds 
to your yard and create a take-home bird 
feeder, while supplies last. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Wednesday, January 23, 2 – 3 p.m.

HISTORY OF ICE HARVESTING
Join a naturalist to learn the history of ice 
harvesting. Discover why it was harvested 
and how it was used. TT/SLNC: 390  
W. Crosier St., Akron

 
Wednesday, January 23, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

MEET ME IN THE GARDEN
Join the Master Gardeners of Summit 
County to learn about the many different 
kinds of bees of Northeast Ohio. Presented 
by Dr. Randall Mitchell, University of Akron 
Professor of Biology. FASN/Visitors Center: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, January 24,  a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Join a naturalist for a .3-mile hike on Rock 
Creek Trail, with stops along the way to 
discover nature and history. FR/Brushwood: 
4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield

Thursday, January 24, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

A YEAR WITHOUT PLASTIC
Join a naturalist for the start of her journey 
to do just that. You are invited to share your 
own ideas, tips and information to reduce 
plastics. SR/Mingo: 50 Sand Run Pkwy., Akron

Saturday, January 26, 0 – :30 a.m.

SNOWSHOE HIKE
Get a brief how-to lesson, followed by 
a snowshoe hike. A limited number of 
snowshoes will be available to use free  
of charge, or you may bring your own.  
SC/Cross-country: 4579 Medina Line Rd., 
Norton ☎ (/5)

Saturday, January 26, 2 – 4 p.m.

ICE AGE OHIO
Woolly mammoths, mastodons and more! 
Enjoy a presentation and activities for the 
whole family while learning about Ohio 
during the last Ice Age. FASN/Visitors Center: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron

 
Saturday, January 26, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

WHISPERS FROM  
MOTHER NATURE
Join a naturalist to see what plants and animals 
will be growing, flying over, or waking up in 
February at Summit Lake and in the Metro 
Parks. TT/SLNC: 390 W. Crosier St., Akron

Monday, January 28, 0 –  a.m.

COCOA AND A CRITTER
Children ages 3 to 5 are invited to come and 
learn about black bears through movement 
and sensory experiences. Hot cocoa will be 
provided. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg ☎ (/8)

Wednesday, January 30 
 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

CHICKADEE FEEDING
Spend some relaxing family time around the 
campfire learning about one of Ohio’s most 
endearing feathered friends, then participate 
in hand-feeding the chickadees along Cherry 
Lane Trail. Seed is provided. FASN/Seneca 
Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, January 3 
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

GROUNDHOG HIKE
Join a naturalist to hike along Willow Trail 
as we look for groundhogs and discuss 
their folklore. F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 
Harrington Rd., Akron

Thursday, January 3, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

SUNSET HIKE AND FIRE
Hike to watch the sunset and search for 
creatures who are just waking up for  
the night. Afterward, enjoy a campfire  
and marshmallows, while supplies last.  
F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620  
Harrington Rd., Akron



Friday, February  
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 2:30 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
NOCTURNAL WORLD
Homeschoolers, ages 7 to 0: Learn about 
the moon and stars, highly adapted critters 
and strange sounds. Discover why nighttime 
is so awesome and how to preserve these 
special hours. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (/22)

Friday, February ,  – 2:30 p.m.

SIGNS OF WILDLIFE
Join a naturalist to explore Oxbow Trail in 
search of signs of wildlife activity such as 
tracks, diggings, chew marks and scat.  
CVS/Oxbow: 06 Cuyahoga St., Akron

Saturday, February 2, 0 – :30 a.m.

GHOSTS FROM THE NORTH
Join a naturalist to learn about the majestic 
bird of winter, the snowy owl. Discover how 
it survives its Arctic home, yet sometimes 
visits Ohio, and how Project Snowstorm 
sheds light on its behavior. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

 

 
Saturday, February 2, 0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

SQUIRRELED AWAY
Join a naturalist for an indoor presentation 
followed by a short hike to learn about and 
observe squirrels. Hot cocoa provided while 
supplies last. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty 
Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, February 2, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

GROUNDHOG DAY FOR KIDS
Children and their adult companions, join us 
on Groundhog Day to celebrate all things 
woodchuck! Discover fun facts about these 
amazing rodents, learn the lore behind their 
weather predicting abilities and make a craft 
to take home. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron

 
Saturday, February 2, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

EXPLORING THE NIGHT SKIES
It’s a great month for stargazing! Many bright 
stars are visible. Learn about the seven stars 
of the winter hexagon and the constellations 
associated with them. F/Coventry Oaks: 40 
Axline Ave., Akron

Sunday, February 3, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

COFFEE WITH THE BIRDS
Join us for a peaceful morning discussion at 
the wildlife viewing area, and find out why 
it’s a favorite of our winged winter residents. 
Coffee and tea are provided, but please bring 
your own mug. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty 
Rd., Twinsburg

Sunday, February 3 
:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

COFFEE MUG BIRD FEEDERS
Turn an old coffee mug into a bird feeder! 
Learn how to attract birds to your yard in 
winter and create a take-home bird feeder, 
while supplies last. Bring an old coffee mug or 
teacup and saucer, if possible. A limited supply 
will be available. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Sunday, February 3,  – 3 p.m.

SUPERB OWL SUNDAY
Need to kill time before the big game? Or 
maybe you’re not into sports. Either way, stop 
by to learn about the amazing predatory birds 
that call our parks home! Whoo is interested? 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, February 3, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

ZODIAC EXPLORERS:  
CAPRICORN
This monthly program series explores 
the night sky and examines the zodiac 
constellation of the month with a mix of 
science, folklore and personal reflection 
through journaling. The program will take 
place rain or shine. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Monday, February 4, 8:30 – 0:30 a.m.

WINTER BIRD WALK
Search for and learn fun facts about resident 
birds tough enough to deal with Ohio 
winters. MF/Tallmadge Meadows: 088 North 
Ave., Tallmadge

Monday, February 4, 0 –  a.m.

COCOA AND A CRITTER
Children ages 3 to 5 are invited to come and 
learn about groundhogs through movement 
and sensory experiences. Hot cocoa will be 
provided. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg ☎ (/8)

Wednesday, February 6, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

BABY BIRDS 
Learn all about baby birds and where to find 
them, along with an up-close view of some 
interesting and unusual nests and eggs.  
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, February 7, 9:30 – 0 a.m.

NATURE STORIES
Young children and their adult companions 
will enjoy this interactive, nature-inspired 
story time intended for ages 8 months to 
3 years. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg ☎ (/9)

Thursday, February 7,  a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

LOVE IS IN THE AIR HIKE
Hike the beautiful Glens Trail with a naturalist 
while learning what animals are up to at this 
time of year. G/Main Entrance: 60 Front St., 
Cuyahoga Falls

Thursday, February 7, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

HOUSEHOLD CLEANERS 
WORKSHOP
Making your own cleaning products is fun, 
frugal and a great way to “green up” your 
cleaning practices. Learn about traditional 
kitchen cleaners, their alternatives and make 
your own! Cost: $0/person. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron  (/25) $
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ARCHERY

INTRO TO ARCHERY 
FOR KIDS
Children ages 9 to 5 can 
learn international-style 
target archery and test 
their marksmanship at our 
temporary indoor range. 
Program is good for beginning 
and practiced archers. All 
equipment and hands-on 
instruction provided. Must be 
50 inches or taller. Cost: $0/
person.  (2/5) $

Friday, February 5  
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Monday, February 8  
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

INTRO TO ARCHERY 
FOR FAMILIES
Archery is one of the oldest 
arts still practiced today, and 
it’s more accessible than ever. 
Families with children 9 and 
older: Learn international-style 
target archery together at our 
indoor range. Program good 
for beginning and practiced 
archers. All equipment and 
hands-on instruction provided. 
Must be 50 inches or taller. 
Cost: $5/family.  (2/5) $

Friday, February 5  
 – 2:30 p.m.

INTRO TO ARCHERY 
FOR SENIORS
Archery is one of the oldest 
arts still practiced today, and 
it’s more accessible than ever. 
Participants 55 years and 
older can learn international-
style target archery and test 
their marksmanship at our 
temporary indoor range. 
Program good for beginning 
and practiced archers. All 
equipment and hands-on 
instruction provided. Cost: 
$0/person.  (2/5) $

Monday, February 8  
 – 2:30 p.m.

ARCHERY GAMES
Participants will play different 
games to practice their archery 
skills in a fun and exciting 
way. Participants must have 
already taken one of our 
Intro to Archery programs. 
All equipment and hands-on 
instruction provided. Must be 
50 inches or taller. ☎ (2/5) 
FREE

FOR FAMILIES (ages 9+)
Saturday, February 6  
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

FOR COUPLES (ages 6+) 
Saturday, February 6  
 – 2:30 p.m.

All programs at F/Coventry Oaks: 40 Axline Ave., Akron

summitmetroparks.org

 
Friday, February 8, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

MORE S’MORES CAMPFIRE
Come out and enjoy a winter campfire with 
a naturalist as you learn different s’more 
recipes. Bring unique recipes of your own 
to share, if you have them. S’mores will be 
provided while supplies last. LP/Nature Center: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, February 9, 0 – :30 a.m.

WINTER BIRD HIKE
Join a naturalist on a hike in search of birds 
that reside in Ohio year-round, along with 
winter’s winged visitors. Bring binoculars  
and dress for the weather. SFB: 400 Portage 
Line Rd., Springfield Twp.

Saturday, February 9,  a.m. –  p.m.

NATURE CRAFT OPEN HOUSE
Join a naturalist for some nature crafting fun. 
All ages are welcome and encouraged to 
dress for a mess. FASN: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

Saturday, February 9, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

THE STARS OF HOGWARTS
Did you know J.K. Rowling took inspiration 
from the heavens for the Harry Potter 
series? Reacquaint yourself with the celestial 
counterparts of some of your favorite 
characters from Hogwarts. After an indoor 
presentation, walk outside to see if any 
wizards are visible in the sky. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

Sunday, February 0, 0 – :30 a.m.

WOODPECKER WALK
Crazy feet, an even crazier tongue and 
distinguishable plumage. Learn fun facts about 
woodpeckers and how to identify them, then 
hit the trail to spot them in the wild. FASN/
Seneca Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

Sunday, February 0, 2 – 5 p.m.

NATURE CRAFTING FOR 
ADULTS: HEART BASKETS

Weave a heart-
shaped basket.  
Please bring a small 
flathead screwdriver, 
needle-nose pliers, 
towel and two-gallon 
bucket, if you can. 
Cost: $20/person.  

FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield 
 (/24) $

Sunday, February 0,  – 3 p.m.

WINTER FUNGI AND LICHENS
Only the heartiest of fungi and lichens can 
survive Ohio’s winters. Join a naturalist on a 
hike along Downy Loop Trail to search for 
them. WH: 22 Barlow Rd., Hudson

 
 
Monday, February , 2 – 4 p.m.

HISTORY HIKE:  
WINTER RECREATION
Ice skating, skiing, tobogganing and more! 
Learn how winter recreation helped to shape 
many of our Metro Parks while hiking with a 
naturalist. GYH/Pioneer: 550 Frazier Ave., Akron

Tuesday, February 2, 5 – 7 p.m.

KIDS CRAFT AND COCOA 
OPEN HOUSE
Children ages 5 to 7 and their adult 
companions can drop in to the Liberty Park 
Nature Center for a craft and cocoa. LP/
Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

4
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KINDEREALM: WINTER NATURE WALK
Children ages 3 to 6 and their adult companions will go on a winter nature walk to learn how animals stay warm, then come inside to make a craft. Be 

prepared to be outside for most of  the program. Please make arrangements for younger children unable to remain in infant seats or strollers. ☎ (/26)

Thursday, February 4 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
GYH/Pioneer
550 Frazier Ave., Akron

Thursday, February 2 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, February 2 
 – 2 p.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Tuesday, February 2 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
LP/Nature Center 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Tuesday, February 2, 6 – 7 p.m.

WHERE DO BUTTERFLIES  
GO IN WINTER?
Where do butterflies, dragonflies and bees 
go when Ohio gets cold, and how do they 
make their way back in spring? Find out at this 
indoor presentation! FASN/Visitors Center: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron 

Wednesday, February 3 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR ADULTS
Join our interpretive artist for this entertaining 
lesson in nature drawing. Bring a sketchbook, 
pencil and a sense of humor. Beginners are 
welcome. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith 
Rd., Akron ☎ (2/2)

Wednesday, February 3, 4:30 – 6 p.m.

YEAR-ROUND RESIDENTS HIKE
Join a naturalist to discover which wildlife brave 
the winter as year-round residents of the 
Metro Parks. As the sun sets, we will attempt 
to call for some of these critters as well.  
SC/Pheasant Run: 5000 Hametown Rd., Norton

Thursday, February 4, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

SUMMIT LAKE:  
BEFORE THE CANAL
Join a naturalist to learn about the glacial 
origins of Summit Lake and the lake’s history 
as it relates to the Ohio & Erie Canal.  
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, February 5, :30 a.m. –  p.m.

SCHOOL’S OUT COOKOUT
Bring your own hotdogs and buns to cook 
over an open fire, and we’ll provide the drinks 
and condiments. Then, hike with a naturalist 
to investigate what animals are doing at this 
time of year. Dress for the weather. FASN/
Campfire Area: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

Friday, February 5,  – 3 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
NOCTURNAL WORLD
Homeschoolers, ages  to 4: Learn about 
the moon and stars, highly adapted critters 
and strange sounds. Discover why nighttime 
is so awesome and how to preserve these 
special hours. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (/22)

Saturday, February 6, 2:30 – 2:30 p.m.

NATURE ART FOR TEENS
Do you have a creative spirit? Teens ages 
3 to 7 can join our interpretive artist for 
lessons in nature-inspired art. This is a drop-
off program. Please dress for a mess. FASN/
Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (2/8)

Sunday, February 7 
2 – :30 p.m. & 2 – 3:30 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR KIDS
Kids ages 6 to 2 can join our interpretive 
artist for this lesson in nature drawing. Paper 
and pencils will be provided. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (2/9)

 
 
Sunday, February 7,  – 2:30 p.m.

NATURE FOR FAMILIES:  
WINTER FOREST
Join this monthly hands-on nature exploration 
series for the whole family. This month we’ll 
explore the winter forest. Be prepared to be 
outside for most of the program. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Sunday, February 7,  – 2:30 p.m.

WHY NATIVE PLANTS?
Join a naturalist to discover how to identify 
and incorporate native plants into your 
landscape, their benefits to birds and insects, 
and what to look for when buying native 
plants and shrubs. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron

Monday, February 8, 0 – :30 a.m.

SENSATIONAL SENSORY PLAY
Children ages 3 to 5 can engage all their 
senses through play and nature. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Monday, February 8,  – 2 p.m.

NATURALISTS OF  
THE WHITE HOUSE
Stop by this Presidents’ Day to learn about 
the presidents who were as passionate  
about nature as they were about the U.S.A. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Tuesday, February 9, 7 – 9 p.m.

FULL MOON SNOWSHOE HIKE
Snowshoeing is a great way to get out and 
enjoy the winter season. Join a naturalist for 
a brief lesson followed by a snowshoe hike. 
A limited number of snowshoes are available 
to use free of charge, or you may bring your 
own. MF/Tallmadge Meadows: 088 North Ave., 
Tallmadge ☎ (2/)
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Wednesday, February 20, 0 – :30 a.m.

CARDIO HIKE
Hike four miles at a vigorous pace with few,  
if any, rest stops. Beginners are welcome,  
but talk to your doctor before beginning  
a new exercise routine. SC/Big Oak: 599 
Medina Line Rd., Norton

Wednesday, February 20,  – 2:30 p.m.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Enjoy a leisurely stroll along the .2-mile 
Downy Loop Trail with frequent stops to 
discover nature along the way. WH: 22 
Barlow Rd., Hudson

Thursday, February 2, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

WINTER STARS AND  
CONSTELLATIONS
Explore the stars and constellations visible 
during the season with the longest nights!  
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, February 23,  a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

NATIONAL SKIP THE STRAW DAY
Join a naturalist to celebrate National  
Skip the Straw Day. Discover tips to  
reduce our plastic consumption  
and explore environmentally  
friendly alternatives for single-use  
plastics. FASN/Visitors Center:  
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Saturday, February 23, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

WINTER AT THE LEDGES
See firsthand how forces in nature created 
and continue to shape the ledges in Liberty 
Park. Join a naturalist to discover the beauty, 
intricacy and mystery of nature in winter. LP/
Twinsburg Ledges: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, February 23, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

WHISPERS FROM  
MOTHER NATURE
Join a naturalist to see what plants and animals 
will be growing, flying over or waking up 
in March at Summit Lake and in the Metro 
Parks. TT/SLNC: 390 W. Crosier Ave, Akron

Sunday, February 24, 9:30 – :30 a.m.

WINTER TREE I.D.
No leaves? No problem! Learn the basics 
of tree identification using bark and twig 
arrangement. Hike near the stream, then the 
upland forests to discover different species. 
HH/Main Entrance: 2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., 
Akron

Sunday, February 24,  – 2:30 p.m.

UNDERWATER HIBERNATION
Where do turtles, dragonflies, frogs and 
other aquatic creatures go during winter? 
Stroll the Towpath Trail to learn the amazing 
ways these animals survive the cold.  
TT/Wilbeth: 392 W. Wilbeth Rd., Akron

Sunday, February 24, 7 – 8 p.m.

YOGA IN THE PARK: VINYASA
Enjoy an active vinyasa yoga practice with 
a certified instructor. Wear comfortable 
clothing, bring a yoga mat or towel and 
drinking water. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (2/2)

Monday, February 25, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

CREATIVE CANVAS
Everything is a canvas! Join our interpretive 
artist to create some amazing works of  
art using nature as our inspiration and re-
purposed materials as our medium. The only 
requirements are a sense of humor and a 
great attitude. Cost: $0/person. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg  (2/5) $

Monday, February 25, 3 – 4 p.m.

UNDER THE ICE
Ever wonder what fish, muskrats and frogs 
do when their home freezes over? Take a hike 
around the pond at the Tinkers Creek Area 
with a naturalist to learn about what happens 
under the ice in winter. LP/Tinkers Creek: 
0303 Aurora-Hudson Rd., Streetsboro

Wednesday, February 27, 3 – 4:30 p.m.

WINTER STROLL
Take a leisurely stroll to enjoy winter scenery 
and search for wildlife. If we are lucky, we  
will see the “Crystal Palace” where massive 
icicles drip from the sandstone walls along 
Glens Trail. G/Main Entrance: 60 Front St., 
Cuyahoga Falls

Wednesday, February 27, 5 – 7 p.m.

WILD SCIENCE
Children ages 8 and up will conduct hands-on 
nature-themed science experiments with a 
naturalist. GYH/Lodge: 2077 Newton St., Akron 

☎ (2/6)

Wednesday, February 27, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

MEET ME IN THE GARDEN
Join the Master Gardeners of Summit County 
to learn about some uncommon annuals. 
Presented by Betsy Kollman Bresky of 
Kollman’s Greenhouse. FASN/Visitors Center: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, February 28, 3 – 4:30 p.m.

AFTERNOON STROLL
Stroll along the .3-mile Downy Loop Trail, 
with frequent stops to discover nature and 
history along the way. WH: 22 Barlow Rd., 
Hudson

Thursday, February 28, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

CALLING ALL COYOTES
Join a naturalist for a short presentation to 
learn all about a misunderstood mammal: the 
coyote! Afterward, we will go on a quiet hike 
and listen for their calls. LP/Twinsburg Ledges: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

6 summitmetroparks.org
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continued on page 8

YOUR BACK YARD

Warm up in 
this Winter

Lindsay Smith,  
Marketing & Public Relations Manager

W   e love to say it because it’s true: 

We don’t close in winter! Summit 

Metro Parks is open year-round and 

diverse activities abound no matter 

the season. Are you looking for an 

alternative to a frosty hike this season? 

Cure the cabin fever with a few of our 

favorite suggestions: 

 Watch and learn 
about birds at one of our 
wildlife windows

There are two cozy indoor spots to bird 

watch in Summit Metro Parks: inside the 

visitors center at F.A. Seiberling Nature 

Realm (Akron) and the nature center at 

Liberty Park (Twinsburg). Go for some 

quiet time alone, or join a naturalist at 

one of several bird programs.

2 Make a craft with a 
naturalist 

Try your hand at something new and 

have a unique take-home item to show 

for it. Our naturalists will host several 

different crafting programs over the 

next two months that range from 

projects for birds to use outdoors to  

art you can enjoy in your own home.
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continued from page 7

3 Try a new sport

Did you know you can borrow 

snowshoes to use in the Metro Parks 

for free? They are available at the 

nature center at Liberty Park when 

snow conditions are adequate. Please 

call for availability and an inventory of 

sizes before you come: 330-487-0493. 

In addition to snowshoeing, a range of 

winter sports opportunities are available 

district-wide. You can ice fish, cross-

country ski, sled and ice skate! To learn 

more about winter sports locations, see 

the back cover of this magazine. We 

keep winter sports status information 

current on our Seasonal Information 

Line: 330-865-8060.

4 Brush up on local and 
nature-based history

Summit Metro Parks manages land and 

connects people to parks. One of the 

unique ways we do that is by sharing 

history programs that tell the story of 

the land we have come to love. You 

can enjoy three different naturalist-

led history programs in January and 

February.

5 Visit the Amateur 
Photography Exhibit

The 9th annual Amateur Photography 

Exhibit is on display in the F.A. Seiberling 

Nature Realm visitors center January 

through May 209. The display features 

stunning photos taken in the Metro 

Parks and is sure to add color to any  

dull day.

As you can see, there’s no need to  

stay home when there’s so much fun  

to be had in the Metro Parks. Come  

see us in the new year and bring your  

friends and family, too! For more  

information about any of the program  

opportunities mentioned here, please  

visit the Programs & Events section of  

this publication or our website: 

summitmetroparks.org.  

5
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DIY Coffee Mug  
Bird Feeder
Do you have too many coffee mugs 
crowding your cabinets? Turn one  
into a treat for the birds!

First, gather your materials: 

• Coffee mug

•  cup peanut butter

•  cup Crisco

• 2 cups of un-medicated chick start

• 2 cups of birdseed

•  cup cornmeal

• Stick

• Twine, wire, or a hook

This makes enough bird feed for about 4 to 5 mugs. 
Refrigerate leftover feed in an airtight container.

Then, make your feeder using the following 
steps: 

 Mix all ingredients in a large bowl

2 Press mixture into mug

3 Add a stick for a perch

4 Attach a hook, wire or piece of twine

5 Hang up on any tree or shrub in your 
yard and enjoy!

This recipe is just a guideline; you can substitute the dry ingredients 
to attract different types of birds. Raw peanuts, dried mealworms, 

raisins and other bird-friendly foods are good alternatives.  
Just be sure to avoid bread or other “unnatural” foods!

Janean Kazimir,  
Interpretive Naturalist

Activities for Adventurers of All Ages
Hampton & Friends

2
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youtube.com/summitmetroparks

follow @metro_parks

summitmetroparks.org

WINTER SPORTS

As conditions permit, several winter sports can be enjoyed in the 
Metro Parks, and some locations are lighted for after-sunset fun.  
Please bring your own equipment. 

To learn if winter sports areas are open, call 330-865-8060 or  
follow @metro_parks on Twitter.

SLEDDING  The best conditions for sledding include frozen ground 
with at least two inches of snow cover. Walk up the side of sled hills, 
not in the center where you may be in the path of moving sleds. 
Sledding is prohibited on trails and wooded hills.

ICE SKATING  Never skate on a pond or lake unless signs indicate it 
is open for skating. Ice must be four inches thick and free of snow, and 
temperatures must remain several degrees below freezing for long 
periods of time. Wear properly fitted skates with sharpened blades for 
enhanced control and safety.

ICE FISHING  Ice fishing is possible in Liberty Park’s Tinkers Creek 
Area, Nimisila Reservoir Metro Park and the lake in Silver Creek Metro 
Park, dawn to dusk as conditions allow. Users may not light fires, take 
motorized vehicles onto the ice, or build/leave structures and shelters 
on park property. Temporary shanties may be moved only by hand 
from the parking lot to the lake, and must be removed daily.

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING  Some areas are too steep to negotiate 
safely on skis. To help keep your skis from being damaged by sharp, 
uncovered stones, ski only when the trails have at least two inches of 
snow cover.
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