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The Liberty Park Nature Play area 
has an activity station where kids 
can use their imaginations, make 
mud pies, stack tree cookies and 
more.
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SWIM SEASON BEGINS

Enjoy lake swimming May 26 through August 2.  

During swim season, an admission fee or season pass is required 

to enter our swim areas, open weekdays  a.m. to 7 p.m., and 

weekends/holidays 0 a.m. to 8 p.m. Swim areas may be closed  

due to weather conditions.

Munroe Falls Metro Park Silver Creek Metro Park 
Lake Area Bathhouse
52 S. River Rd. 5000 Hametown Rd. 
Munroe Falls  44262 Norton  44203

Daily admission:

• $5 for adults, teens and children (5 and older)

• FREE for children under 5

• Age at time of purchase determines price. Payment is by cash  
or check only.

For more information, visit summitmetroparks.org or call  
330-867-55 Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Build, hop, crawl, dig, discover … and don’t 

forget to use your outside voice! Summit 

Metro Parks opened two off-trail Nature 

Play areas in early 207, bringing interactive 

opportunities in the woods to park visitors. 

These areas are located at Liberty Park, 

inside Maple Loop Trail (9999 Liberty Rd., 

Twinsburg), and at Goodyear Heights Metro 

Park, across from Pioneer Shelter (550 

Frazier Ave., Akron). 

All people, but especially kids, are spending 

much more time in front of electronic 

devices than out in the natural world. 

There is growing proof of the emotional, 

physical and mental benefits of spending 

time in nature. All ages are now free to 

explore, refresh and interact with nature in 

our specially designated Nature Play areas. 

Our hope is that future environmental 

stewards will be shaped by digging, climbing 

and imagining here.

Stop in to play, explore and investigate 

anytime — the areas are open to the 

public year-round, during regular park 

hours. In these areas you can build a fort, 

hop on stumps, test your balance, duel 

it out through a game of tic-tac-toe, and  

search through leaves, dirt and bark. 

Ultimately, you’ll create your own 

adventure!

Consider attending a naturalist-guided 

program in one of our Nature Play areas, 

too. Naturalists plan hands-on activities 

aimed at sparking imagination, creativity 

and exploration. Look for programs 

entitled “Nature Play” in the Programs & 

Events section of this publication or online 

at summitmetroparks.org. I hope to see 

you in the woods!  

Becca Zak 
Interpretive Naturalist

The Liberty Park Nature Play area 
has an activity station where kids 
can use their imaginations, make 
mud pies, stack tree cookies and 
more.

OFF-TRAIL NATURE PLAY

Y O U R  B A C K  Y A R D
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What time is it, Mr. Fox?

Springtime! In the natural 

world, spring means babies 

— and the red fox is no 

exception. 

Having mated over winter, now is the 

time foxes give birth to and raise an 

average of six babies, called kits. Most 

of the time the mother stays with the 

young while the father collects food for 

the family. Fox parents have multiple 

back-up dens in case they need to 

move the kits in an emergency. 

Red foxes are  
more common in  
Northeast Ohio,  
while gray foxes  
are more prevalent 
in Southern Ohio.

RED
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YOUR BACK YARD

Much like bird nests, a fox den functions 

solely as a cradle. Once the kits go out 

on their own in the fall, the solitary 

parents will leave the den and may  

sleep under a thicket or brush pile.

Fox Food
Foxes are omnivores, meaning they will 

eat both plants and other animals. Being 

opportunistic, they will not only hunt for 

food but will also take an easy meal such 

as fruit, nuts, bugs or even dead animals. 

Foxes store extra food by burying it. 

This behavior is called caching. Scientists 

have noted that once a fox has emptied 

a cache, it will scent-mark it as depleted 

so it won’t waste time investigating it in 

the future.

Sly and Stinky 
The scent of a fox is not only used as  

a “note-to-self,” but also as a way to  

display status and territory to other  

foxes. Its scent glands and urine are  

truly something to behold, as they  

possess a strong odor reminiscent of  

skunk musk. Ew! As stinky as they are,  

these clever canines are incredibly  

fascinating. Since the red fox is native  

to several continents in the Northern  

Hemisphere, they have been the sub-

ject of folklore and hearsay for ages,  

across many countries. We are lucky  

the fox can adapt to many habitats,  

giving us the chance to see one in  

Summit County — perhaps even in  

our own back yards!  

Carmen Schwab, Interpretive Naturalist

FOX

A vixen, or female fox, keeps an eye on 
her kits.

Foxes catch small rodents with their 
characteristic “high pounce” technique, 
which they learn at a very early age.
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FOXESSpecies Spotlight
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GRAY FOX
Scientific Name:

Urocyon 
cinereoargenteus

RED FOX
Scientific Name: 
Vulpes vulpes

DIET:
• Cottontail Rabbits  

• Small Rodents • Birds  
• Fruit & Berries  
• Insects • Plants

PREDATORS:

• Coyotes  
• Domestic Dogs  

• Humans

Average  

Life Span: 2 – 4 

years in the  

wild

Total  

Body Length:

30 – 54 
inches

Red 
foxes

DO NOT
climb 
trees.

Weight:
7 – 24 
pounds

Red
foxes can RUN 
about 30 miles 

per hour.

Gray
foxes can RUN 
40 miles per 

hour.

Weight:
4 – 9 
pounds

Total  

Body Length: 

3 – 44  
inches

Average  

Life Span: 6 – 0 

years in the  

wild
At birth, 

baby foxes are  
brown or gray  

and called  
kits.

Foxy
FACTS 

A female fox 
is called a 
VIXEN.

Gray foxes

DO CLIMB  

TREES.
They can

even jump 
from tree to 

tree … … and
climb down 
backwards  
like cats.

TYPE:

Mammal

They 

eat animals 

and plants.

They
adapt their diet 

to the season and 
location where 

they live.
DIET:

Omnivorous

GRAY
foxes have 

BLACK-tipped 
TAILS.

 
RED foxes
always have 

WHITE-tipped 
TAILS.

Foxes are
NOCTURNAL.

HABITAT:

They prefer dense, 
brushy areas. Dens 

are often on hillsides, 
ravines or steep 

banks.

HABITAT:

They prefer 
forests. Dens are 
in hollow logs or 

tree cavities.



PROGRAMS & EVENTS

Wednesday, May 2, 8 – 0 a.m.

SPRING BIRD WALK
New and experienced birdwatchers can join 
a naturalist for this bird walk. Binoculars are 
recommended. F/Tuscarawas Meadows, 2620 
Harrington Rd., Akron

Thursday, May 3, 3 – 5 p.m.

GOODYEAR HEIGHTS  
HISTORY HIKE
Hike with a naturalist to learn the history of 
Goodyear Heights Metro Park. GYH/Pioneer: 
550 Frazier Ave., Akron

Friday, May 4 
0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 2:30 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
BIODIVERSITY
Homeschoolers, ages 7 to 0: Discover the 
great variety among living organisms and why 
diversity is so important to our ecosystems. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

☎ (4/20)

 

 
Saturday, May 5, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

BLUE HERON HOMECOMING
Join Summit Metro Parks naturalists to 
observe herons and their young through 
our binoculars and spotting scopes. Bath 
Road Heronry: Located on Bath Road, between 
Akron-Peninsula and Riverview roads in Akron

Saturday, May 5,  – 3 p.m.

FISHING FOR KIDS
Learn the basics of fishing, then drop a line 
in Little Turtle Pond. A limited number of 
rods and reels will be available for use. Bait is 
provided. F/Little Turtle Pond: 2400 Harrington 
Rd., Akron

Saturday, May 5, 2 – 4 p.m.

MOTHER’S DAY DROP-IN CRAFT
Stop by Seneca Deck any time between 2 and 
4 p.m. to make a nature-themed craft for the 
mother figure in your life. FASN/Seneca Deck: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, May 6, 9 –  a.m.

BEGINNING BIRDERS:  
MIGRATION
Vireos, warblers, flycatchers, kinglets … 
Overwhelmed yet? Beginners, have no fear! 
Learn the basics of identification with a 
naturalist and advanced volunteer birders, 
then stroll to catch a glimpse of spring 
migrants. Binoculars and field guides are 
recommended. Some will be provided.  
DLQ: 5779 Riverview Rd., Peninsula

Sunday, May 6, 9:30 –  a.m.

HISTORY OF WOOD HOLLOW 
METRO PARK
Join a naturalist to learn about the history of 
Wood Hollow, one of our newest parks.  
WH: 22 Barlow Rd., Hudson

Sunday, May 6,  a.m. –  p.m.

DANCING DARTERS AND  
REGAL RAINBOWS
Come and join a naturalist as we look for the 
amazing variety of stream fish in Rock Creek. 
Participants will be in the creek netting fish 
for identification. Bring your water shoes and 
don’t forget bug spray. FR/Brushwood: 4955 
Townsend Rd., Richfield

MAY
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BHT  Bike & Hike Trail
CVN  Cascade Valley / North
CVS  Cascade Valley / South 
DLQ  Deep Lock Quarry

FASN  F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm
F  Firestone
FR  Furnace Run
FT  Freedom Trail

GYH  Goodyear Heights
G  Gorge
HH  Hampton Hills
LP  Liberty Park

MF  Munroe Falls
NR  Nimisila Reservoir
ONW  O’Neil Woods
SC  Silver Creek

SFB  Springfield Bog
SR  Sand Run
TT  Towpath Trail
WH   Wood Hollow

(date)  Registration start date

$  Fee

For more information: Call 330-867-55, visit summitmetroparks.org or email marketing@summitmetroparks.org

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: Programs with these icons require advance registration,  
beginning at 0 a.m. on the date in parentheses, by the method indicated.    Web: 330tix.com☎   Call: 330-865-8065



Sunday, May 6, :30 – 2:30 p.m.

KIDS YOGA
Kids, ages 7 to 2, and their adult companions 
join certified yoga instructors for this 
program focused on connecting with nature. 
Weather permitting, part of this class will take 
place outdoors and may include a short hike. 
Wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga 
mat or towel and drinking water. Some mats 
will be provided, while supplies last. FASN/
Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Monday, May 7, 0 – :30 a.m.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Join a naturalist on a leisurely stroll to discover 
the bogs’ birds and blooms. Binoculars are 
recommended. SFB: 400 Portage Line Rd., 
Springfield Twp.

Wednesday, May 9, 9 –  a.m.

SPRING BIRD WALK
New and experienced birdwatchers can 
join a naturalist for a spring bird walk. We 
will be on the lookout for birds that are 
migrating through, coming for the summer, 
and for permanent residents. Binoculars are 
recommended. F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 
Harrington Rd., Akron

Wednesday, May 9, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

APRIL SHOWERS  
TO MAY FLOWERS
Come out to search for the May flowers 
brought on by April showers. MF/Tallmadge 
Meadows: 088 North Ave., Tallmadge

Wednesday, May 9, 9 –  p.m.

STARRY NIGHT?
Join a naturalist as we search for Jupiter 
and its moons. Jupiter will be at its closest 
approach to Earth and its face will be fully 
illuminated by the Sun. We may also see a 
stray meteor. Fingers crossed for clear skies! 
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Thursday, May 0, 0 – :30 a.m.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Enjoy this leisurely stroll along Deer Run 
Trail, with frequent stops to discover 
spring wildflowers and birds along the way. 
Binoculars are recommended. ONW/Trail 
Lot: 2550 Martin Rd., Bath

Thursday, May 0, 5:30 – 7 p.m.

MISUNDERSTOOD  
NATURE: RODENTS
Join a naturalist to hike and learn about some 
“gnaw-some” rodents and just how important 
they are to our ecosystem. F/Tuscarawas 
Meadows: 2620 Harrington Rd., Akron

Friday, May , 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

WILDFLOWER HIKE
Search for woodland wildflowers along parts 
of Dogwood Trail. Portions of this hike are 
strenuous due to hilly terrain. SR/Shadowfield: 
400 Sand Run Pkwy., Akron

Saturday, May 2, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

WILDFLOWER HIKE
Join a naturalist as we hike the hills looking 
for spring wildflowers and ferns. HH/Main 
Entrance: 2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron

Saturday, May 2,  – 3 p.m.

MOTHER’S DAY DROP-IN CRAFT
Stop by Goodyear Heights Lodge any time 
between  and 3 p.m. to make a nature-
themed craft for the mother figure in your 
life. GYH/Lodge: 2077 Newton St., Akron

Sunday, May 3,  – 3 p.m.

HERON WATCH
Celebrate Mother’s Day by observing herons 
and their young through spotting scopes. Bath 
Road Heronry: Located on Bath Road, between 
Akron-Peninsula and Riverview roads in Akron

Sunday, May 3, 7 – 8 p.m.

YOGA IN THE PARK: VINYASA
Enjoy a vinyasa yoga practice with a certified 
instructor. Wear comfortable clothing, bring 
a yoga mat or towel and drinking water. 
Weather permitting, program will be outside. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

☎ (5/)

Monday, May 4, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

DISTANCE HIKE
Hike 7-plus miles at a continuous pace on 
trails that are difficult or primitive. There 
will be few, if any, rest stops. Please wear 
footwear appropriate for potentially muddy 
conditions and stream crossings. Drinking 
water is recommended. CVS/Chuckery:  
837 Cuyahoga St., Akron
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Sunday, May 3, 8 – 9 a.m.

7TH ANNUAL  
MOTHER’S DAY 5K
Run, jog or walk to celebrate Mom 
during this annual 5K. Proceeds 
benefit the Summit Metro Parks 
Foundation. Jogging strollers are 
welcome. Pet spectators are 
welcome, but not allowed on the 
course. Runners 4 and younger are 
FREE, but they must be registered 
in advance. For ages 5 and older, 
registration is $35/person through 
April 5, then $45/person until  
May 2. Register online here:  
http://bit.ly/MD5K208.  
MF/Lake Area: 52 S. River Rd., 
Munroe Falls (Now!) $



KINDEREALM: ANIMAL MOMS
Children ages 3 to 6 and their families explore moms in nature. Includes a hike and craft.  

Please make arrangements for younger children unable to remain in infant seats or strollers. ☎ (4/24)

Thursday, May 0 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
GYH/Lodge
2077 Newton St., Akron

Wednesday, May 6 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
F/Coventry Oaks
40 Axline Ave., Akron

Friday, May 8 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Tuesday, May 8 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
LP/Nature Center
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Tuesday, May 5, 2 – 3:30 p.m.

SPRING BIRD WALK
New and experienced 
birdwatchers can 
join a naturalist in 
search of spring 
birds. Binoculars are 
recommended. FR/
Brushwood: 4955 
Townsend Rd., Richfield

Wednesday, May 6 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR ADULTS
Join a naturalist-artist for this entertaining 
lesson in nature drawing. Bring a sketchbook, 
pencil and a sense of humor. Beginners are 
welcome. SR/Shady Hollow: 750 Sand Run 
Pkwy., Akron ☎ (5/5)

Wednesday, May 6, 0 – :30 a.m.

CARDIO HIKE
Join a naturalist for healthy outdoor exercise 
by hiking at a vigorous pace with few, if any, 
rest stops. Beginners are welcome, but talk to 
your doctor before beginning a new exercise 
routine. Drinking water is recommended. 
ONW/Trail Lot: 2550 Martin Rd., Bath

Wednesday, May 6, :30 – 3 p.m.

WILDFLOWER HIKE
Search for wildflowers along Ledges Trail and 
discover some origins of plant names and 
past medicinal uses. LP/Twinsburg Ledges: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Thursday, May 7 
0:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
Join a naturalist to learn about and look for 
reptiles and amphibians in Little Turtle Pond. 
F/Little Turtle Pond: 2400 Harrington Rd., Akron

Thursday, May 7, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

GOOD GARDENS
Join Master Gardeners Geoff Kennedy and 
Caroline Christian to discover some creative 
ways to engage children in the garden and get 
them excited about nature. GYH/Lodge: 2077 
Newton St., Akron

Thursday, May 7, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

SPRING PLANTING IDEAS & 
PLANT SWAP
Learn new ways to garden around your 
home. We will talk about a couple of creative 
planting possibilities and ways to contain 
plants that spread quickly, like strawberries. 
Please bring plants or seeds to swap that are 
in some form of a container. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, May 8, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

LATE BLOOMERS
Hike portions of Chuckery Trail in search of 
the Miami mist and large-flowered bellwort 
wildflowers. Other wildflowers will be a bonus. 
Parts of this hike are hilly and strenuous.  
Meet at the second lot closest to the river. 
CVS/Chuckery: 837 Cuyahoga St., Akron

Saturday, May 9, 9 –  a.m.

FLOWERS, FERNS & FUNGI – 
OH, MY!
April showers bring more than flowers. Join 
a naturalist on a hike to look for seasonal 
wildflowers, ferns and fungi. GYH/Pioneer:  
550 Frazier Ave., Akron

Saturday, May 9,  a.m. –  p.m.

NATIVE VINES OF OHIO
Did You Know? Ohio is home to more than 20 
native vines, and there are more natives than 
poison ivy or grape vines. Join a naturalist to 
learn which ones you can find in our parks and/
or can be used in your landscape at home.  
LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, May 9,  – 3 p.m.

WILDLIFE MOMS
May is for moms, including those with fur, 
feathers and scales! Hike with a naturalist to 
learn about the amazing wildlife mothers in 
our parks. SC/Pheasant Run: 5000 Hametown 
Rd., Norton

 
Sunday, May 20 
2 – :30 p.m. & 2 – 3:30 p.m.

NATURE DRAWING FOR KIDS
Ages 6 to 2 join a naturalist-artist for this 
lesson in nature drawing. Paper and pencils 
will be provided. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (5/8)

Tuesday, May 22, 2 – 4 p.m.

AFTERNOON STROLL
Hike Dogwood Trail in search of birds and 
blooms! Binoculars are recommended.  
SR/Wadsworth: 400 Sand Run Pkwy., Akron

9summitmetroparks.org

Friday, May 8 
 – 2 p.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, May 20, 2 – 3 p.m.

WORLD TURTLE DAY
Join us to celebrate our shelled-
friends, the turtles! Get to know 
the species found in our parks, play 
games, make a craft, and learn why 
turtles need our help. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg
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Wednesday, May 23, 9 –  a.m.

SPRING BIRD WALK
New and experienced birdwatchers can 
join a naturalist for a spring bird walk. We 
will be on the lookout for birds that are 
migrating through, coming for the summer, 
and for permanent residents. Binoculars are 
recommended. F/Tuscarawas Meadows: 2620 
Harrington Rd., Akron

Wednesday, May 23, 9:30 – 0 a.m.

NATURE STORIES
Young children and their adult companions 
will enjoy this interactive, nature-inspired 
story time intended for ages 8 months to 
3 years. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg ☎ (5/)

Wednesday, May 23,  – 2 p.m.

NATURE PLAY: MUD
Families with children: Meet at  
our Nature Play area to engage  
in fun, hands-on experiences  
with a naturalist. No mud?  
We’ll make some of our own!  
Getting dirty is encouraged,  
so dress appropriately. LP/Nature  
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Wednesday, May 23, 6 – 9 p.m.

NATURE CRAFTING FOR 
ADULTS: ODDS & ENDS BASKETS
Weave a basket with your own creative flair! 
Make your own design or choose from a few 
simple patterns. Materials fee: $0. Please 
bring a flathead screwdriver, needle-nose 
pliers, towel and 2-gallon bucket, if you can. 
GYH/Lodge: 2077 Newton St., Akron   
(5/2) $

Wednesday, May 23, 7 – 9 p.m.

MEET ME IN THE GARDEN
Join the Master Gardeners of Summit County 
to learn about some of the most commonly-
encountered weeds in Ohio. Presented by 
Denise Ellsworth, Program Director, Honey 
Bee and Native Pollinator Education, OSU. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, May 24, 0 a.m. –  p.m.

NATURE CRAFTING FOR 
ADULTS: ODDS & ENDS BASKETS
Weave a basket with your own creative flair! 
Make your own design or choose from a few 
simple patterns. Materials fee: $0. Please 
bring a flathead screwdriver, needle-nose 
pliers, towel and 2-gallon bucket, if you can. 
GYH/Lodge: 2077 Newton St., Akron   
(5/2) $

Thursday, May 24, 7:30 – 9 p.m.

SUNSET STROLL
Walk with a naturalist to enjoy a beautiful 
sunset over the meadow. MF/Tallmadge 
Meadows: 088 North Ave., Tallmadge

Friday, May 25,  – 3 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLERS:  
BIODIVERSITY
Homeschoolers, ages  to 4: Discover the 
great variety among living organisms and why 
diversity is so important to our ecosystems. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron 

☎ (4/20)

Friday, May 25,  – 3 p.m. 

DEAD FALL: THE ECOLOGY  
OF DECAY
Take a hike and examine life amid decay. 
Learn more about the significance of  
dead fall, rot, death, decomposers and  
how nature recycles itself. HH/Main Entrance: 
2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron

Friday, May 25, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

HIKE & FIRE
Join a naturalist for an evening hike on Ledges 
Trail, followed by a campfire. Marshmallows 
will be provided, while supplies last. Please 
bring a flashlight. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, May 26, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

FISHING FOR KIDS
Kids 5 and younger can learn the basics of 
fishing, then drop a line at Little Turtle Pond. 
A few rods and reels will be available for use. 
Bait is provided. Adults must supervise their 
children but are not permitted to fish. F/Little 
Turtle Pond: 2400 Harrington Rd., Akron

Saturday, May 26, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

PADDLE CLEANUP
Bring your own canoe or kayak that has 
current watercraft registration, and volunteer 
your time cleaning up our waterways during 
Boating Week while learning about safety on 
the water. We will weigh the debris collected. 
All participants must have a life jacket. Ages 
3 and older only. NR/Lot C6: 694 Christman 
Rd., Green ☎ (5/9)

 
 
Saturday, May 26, 8:30 – 0 p.m.

NIGHT HIKE & FIRE
Learn about animals that are active at night by 
enjoying a short hike, followed by a relaxing 
campfire. Participants may bring lanterns or 
flashlights for the hike. FASN/Campfire Area: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, May 27, 9 – :30 a.m.

DISTANCE HIKE
Hike more than 5 miles at a continuous  
pace on trails that are difficult or primitive. 
There will be few, if any, rest stops. Please 
wear footwear appropriate for potentially 
muddy conditions and bring drinking water. 
Everett Road Covered Bridge parking lot:  
2370 Everett Road, Peninsula



Sunday, May 27, 0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

BIRDS & BLOOMS
Hike along Old Mill Trail in search of 
wildflowers and songbirds. Binoculars and 
field guides are recommended. Some will be 
provided. FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., 
Richfield

Sunday, May 27,  – 3 p.m.

AFTERNOON FISHING
Join a naturalist for an afternoon of fishing and 
fun! We’ll learn the basics of fishing, then drop 
a line in Brushwood Lake. A limited number 
of rods and reels will be available for use. Bait 
is provided. Participants 6 and older must 
have a valid fishing license. FR/Brushwood: 
4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield

Sunday, May 27, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

HIKE FOR YOUR DINNER
Work up an appetite hiking the .3-mile 
Coyote Run Trail while volunteers make a 
delicious meal. After our hike we will return 
to the nature center to eat. Participants will 
be asked to contribute to the feast. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg ☎ (5/4)

Monday, May 28,  a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

SCHOOL’S OUT COOKOUT
Enjoy a day off of school at Liberty Park! 
Families are invited to cook their hot dogs 
over a fire, and then explore the park 
through nature play. Condiments will be 
provided, but families are responsible for 
providing their own hot dogs. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Monday, May 28,  – 2:30 p.m.

CARDIO HIKE
Hike both Pheasant Run and Chippewa 
trails at a vigorous pace with few, if any, rest 
stops. Beginners are welcome, but talk to 
your doctor before beginning a new exercise 
routine. Drinking water is recommended.  
SC/Pheasant Run: 5000 Hametown Rd., Norton

Tuesday, May 29, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

NATURE PLAY: MUD
Families with children: Meet at our Nature 
Play area to engage in fun, hands-on 
experiences with a naturalist. No mud?  
We’ll make some of our own! Getting dirty  
is encouraged, so dress appropriately.  
GYH/Pioneer: 550 Frazier Ave., Akron

Wednesday, May 30, 4:30 – 6 p.m.

AMPHIBIANS FOR KIDS
Children, accompanied by an adult, discover 
our slimy amphibian friends with a naturalist.  
DLQ: 5779 Riverview Rd., Peninsula

Thursday, May 3, 9 –  p.m.

MARVELOUS MOTHS
Join a naturalist to attract moths to a white 
sheet using black lights, and observe these  
insects’ amazingly beautiful colors, shapes  
and patterns up close. Bring a  
flashlight and camera.  
Meet at Pioneer Shelter.  
GYH/Pioneer: 550 Frazier  
Ave., Akron
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REGISTRATION HAS ALREADY BEGUN! Register your child for one or more of these exciting drop-off day camps.  
Participants will explore a park with fun, hands-on activities. Visit summitmetroparks.org for more details.

*Must have completed kindergarten

ENJOY SUMMER CAMP IN THE METRO PARKS

CAMP

Crazy for Camouflage

Nature’s Clues

Native Skills

Wild Things

Naturalist Camp

AGES

5 – 6*

7 – 8

7 – 0

9 – 0

0 – 4

DATES

July  – 3

July 25 – 27

June 

August 8 – 0

June 27 –29

LOCATION

FR/Brushwood, Richfield

FR/Brushwood, Richfield

LP/Nature Center, Twinsburg

F/Coventry Oaks, Akron

FR/Brushwood, Richfield

TIME

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

COST

$50

$50

$0

$50

$50

 

June 27

July 

May 28

July 25

June 3

Registration ends 
by 4:30 p.m.



Friday, June , 9 –  a.m.

GRASSLAND BIRDS:  
BOBOLINKS & MORE
Join a naturalist and Lara Roketenetz from 
The University of Akron Field Station as 
we look for and listen to bobolinks and 
meadowlarks. Other birds will be a bonus. 
Bring binoculars and a spotting scope. Some 
binoculars will be provided. Meet at the Field 
Station, past the main parking lot off Ira Road 
and down the lane to the second house.  
Bath Nature Preserve: 4240 Ira Rd., Bath

Friday, June , 5 – 6:30 p.m.

FURNACE RUN HISTORY HIKE
Join a naturalist for a leisurely hike to learn 
about the nature and history of Furnace Run 
Metro Park. FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend 
Rd., Richfield

Saturday, June 2,  a.m. –  p.m.

LET’S PLAY IN THE CREEK
Join a naturalist to splash around Rock Creek 
looking for water creatures. We could find 
dragonfly nymphs, water pennies, and so 
much more. Please wear shoes that can 
get wet. FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., 
Richfield

Saturday, June 2,  – 3 p.m.

WOODLAND MUSHROOMS
Learn fungi identification tips while hiking in 
search of mushrooms along Deer Run Trail. 
A mushroom field guide is recommended. 
ONW/Trail Lot: 2550 Martin Rd., Bath

Sunday, June 3, 0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Have you ever wondered how animals get 
their names? Learn the history, science and 
lore behind the names of many common 
species found in our parks. F/Tuscarawas 
Meadows: 2620 Harrington Rd., Akron

Sunday, June 3,  – 3 p.m.

SKETCHBOOK  
EXHIBIT OPENING
Celebrate nature through the eyes of our 
Nature Realm artists. This exhibit features 
artwork created by participants in the 
ongoing Nature Drawing for Adults series. 
Join us for an afternoon of refreshments, 
giveaways and raffles. Artists will be available 
for questions. FASN/Visitors Center: 828 
Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, June 3, 2 – 4 p.m.

SALAMANDERS OF  
LIBERTY PARK
Join a naturalist as we look for salamanders at 
the “salamander capital” of Summit County: 
Liberty Park. Ten species of salamanders call 
Liberty Park home. Let’s see how many we 
can find! LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg

Tuesday, June 5, 3 – 7:30 p.m.

MUSIC BY THE LAKE
Enjoy free lake swimming from 3 to 6:45 p.m. 
and a one-hour concert by the Metro Parks 
Ensemble near Maple Beach Shelter at  
6:30 p.m. Concert cancelled if it rains.  
Call 330-865-8060 if wet weather is in the 
forecast. MF/Lake Area: 52 S. River Rd., 
Munroe Falls

Thursday, June 7,  a.m. – 2 p.m.

SNAKES FOR KIDS
Discover why Ohio snakes are important, 
unique and super cool! Adults must 
accompany their children. FASN/Onondaga 
Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

JUNE
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All equipment and hands-on  
instruction provided.

Friday, June , 0 – :30 a.m.

ARCHERY FOR ADULTS
Adults 6 and older can learn international-
style target archery. Program good for 
beginning and practiced archers. Fee: $0/
person.  (5/22) $

Friday, June , 2:30 – 2 p.m.

ARCHERY FOR FAMILIES
Families with children ages 9 and older join 
us to learn international-style target archery 
together. Program good for beginning and 
practiced archers. Must be 50 inches or 
taller. Fee: $5/Family. ☎ (5/22) $

Sunday, June 7, 0 – :30 a.m.

ARCHERY GAMES FOR ADULTS
Ages 6 and older will play different games 
to build archery skills in a fun and exciting 
way. Participants must have already taken 
one of our Intro to Archery programs.  

☎ (6/8) FREE

Sunday, June 7, 2:30 – 2 p.m.

ARCHERY GAMES FOR KIDS
Ages 9 to 5 will play different games to 
build archery skills in a fun and exciting way. 
Participants must have already taken one  
of our Intro to Archery programs. Must 
be 50 inches or taller. ☎ (6/8) FREE

Monday, June 8, 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.

ARCHERY OPEN SHOOT
Register for a half-hour time slot to 
improve your shot. Participants must 
have already taken our Intro to Archery 
program. ☎ (6/8) FREE

All programs at HH/Archery Range: 940  
W. Steels Corners Rd., Cuyahoga Falls

ARCHERY



KINDEREALM: MOLES
Children 3 to 6 and their adult companions get the dirt on moles. Includes a hike and craft.  
Please make other arrangements for younger children unable to remain in infant seats or strollers. ☎ (5/26)

Friday, June  
 – 2 p.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Monday, June 4 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
LP/Nature Center 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Wednesday, June 3 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
F/Coventry Oaks
40 Axline Ave., Akron

Friday, June  
0:30 – :30 a.m.
FASN/Visitors Center
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, June 7, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

HISTORY OF THE  
NATURE REALM
Learn the fascinating history of the Nature 
Realm, from the Seiberling family to the many 
changes made to the facilities and grounds. 
FASN/Visitors Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Friday, June 8, 5 – 6:30 p.m.

MISUNDERSTOOD NATURE: 
NAME YOUR POISON
Is that snake venomous? Is this plant 
poisonous? Join a naturalist to hike and learn 
what in nature contains poison, what injects 
venom, and how those two concepts differ! 
HH/Main Entrance: 2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., 
Akron

Friday, June 8, 6 – 8 p.m.

KIDS’ FISHING
Calling all kids: Learn the basics of fishing, 
bait a hook and drop a line in Alder Pond. 
A limited number of rods and reels will be 
available for use. Bait is provided. Participants 
6 and older must have a fishing license.  
GYH/Pioneer: 550 Frazier Ave., Akron

Friday, June 8, 8 – 9:30 p.m.

CAMPFIRE STORIES
Enjoy an evening of nature stories around 
a toasty campfire. Marshmallows will be 
available, while supplies last. Meet at the 
amphitheater. Program will be moved to 
the shelter if it rains. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, June 9, 0 a.m. –  p.m.

A KINDEREALM NATURE EVENT
Preschoolers and their families: Children can 
discover nature through hands-on activities, 
nature play and crafts. Bring a picnic to enjoy 
as part of your day. Most activities will be 
geared for children ages 2 to 6, but there  
will be something for the whole family.  
GYH/Lodge: 2077 Newton St., Akron

Saturday, June 9, 9 –  p.m.

ATTRACTING MOTHS  
TO BLACK LIGHTS
Join naturalists to learn how to use black lights 
to attract these amazing creatures, and for 
a chance to observe their beautiful colors, 
shapes and patterns up close. Bring a flashlight 
and camera for photos. LP/Nature Center: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Saturday, June 9, 0 a.m. – 2 p.m.

MOUNTAIN BIKE AREA  
OPEN HOUSE
Join Summit Metro Parks to enjoy the 
Hampton Hills Mountain Bike Area, whether 
you own a bike or not! Several local cycling 
shops will have FREE adult loaner bikes for 
use during the event. Postponed to 6/6  
with rain or wet conditions. For status, call  
330-865-8060 or follow @SMPmountainbike 
on Twitter. HH/Mountain Bike: 2092 Theiss Rd., 
Akron

Sunday, June 0,  – 3 p.m.

GEOLOGY OF THE  
NORTH LEDGES
Join a naturalist as we learn how the 
magnificent ledges of Liberty Park were 
formed. We will be going off Ledges Trail into 
the conservation area to see some unusual 
and breathtaking rock formations. Boots are 
strongly recommended. LP/Nature Center: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Sunday, June 0, 7 – 8 p.m.

YOGA IN THE PARK: VINYASA
Enjoy a vinyasa yoga practice outdoors with 
a certified instructor. Wear comfortable 
clothing, bring a yoga mat or towel and 
drinking water. Program will be  
moved indoors in case of  
inclement weather.  
FASN/Visitors Center:  
828 Smith Rd., Akron  

☎ (6/2)

Monday, June , 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

NATIVE AMERICAN SKILLS  
DAY-CAMP
Kids 7 to 0 will enjoy this early-summer 
adventure with fun, hands-on experiences. 
We will be learning Native American skills 
and games while exploring the park. Pack a 
lunch and dress to be outside for long periods 
of time. Cost: $0. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg  (4/0) $

Monday, June , 9 – 0:30 a.m.

CARDIO HIKE
Hike Schumacher Trail, and parts of the 
Valley Link and Towpath trails at a vigorous 
pace. Beginners are welcome, but talk to 
your doctor before beginning a new exercise 
routine. Drinking water is recommended. 
CVN/Schumacher Valley: 690 Cuyahoga St., 
Akron

Monday, June ,  a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

FOSSILS FOR KIDS
Brachiopods, horn corals and bryozoans – 
Oh, my! Join a naturalist on a water walk 
to hunt for fossils. No open-toe sandals; 
waterproof boots or shoes that can get wet 
are required. Adults must accompany their 
children. FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., 
Richfield
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Thursday, June 4 
0:30 – :30 a.m.
GYH/Lodge
2077 Newton St., Akron



 
Tuesday, June 2, 3 – 7:30 p.m.

MUSIC BY THE LAKE
Enjoy free lake swimming from 3 to  
6:45 p.m. and a one-hour concert by the 
Metro Parks Ensemble near Sherman 
Shelter at 6:30 p.m. Concert cancelled if  
it rains. Call 330-865-8060 if wet weather 
is in the forecast. SC/Bathhouse: 5000 
Hametown Rd., Norton

Wednesday, June 3, 9 –  a.m.

DRAWING OUTDOORS
Bring your drawing pad and pencils for an 
outdoor lesson in drawing. Beginners are 
welcome. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult for the duration of the program. 
Portable chairs and drinking water are 
recommended. Program will be cancelled 
during inclement weather. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Wednesday, June 3,  a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

BIRDING FOR KIDS
Kids and their adult companions join a 
naturalist for a hike along Pheasant Run 
Trail while searching for various birds. Bring 
binoculars; a limited supply will be provided. 
SC/Pheasant Run: 5000 Hametown Rd., Norton

Wednesday, June 3,  – 2:30 p.m.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Take a leisurely stroll on Quarry Trail with 
stops along the way to discover nature and 
history. DLQ: 5779 Riverview Rd., Peninsula

Thursday, June 4, 3 – 5 p.m.

KIDS’ FISHING
Kids 5 and younger can learn the basics of 
fishing, then drop a line in Brushwood Lake. 
Some rods and reels will be available for use. 
Bait is provided. Adults must supervise their 
children, but may not fish during the program. 
FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield

 
Thursday, June 4, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

FLOWER POWERS
Flowers are powerful things. Learn about 
the unique language of flowers and discover 
a medicinal use theory, The Doctrine of 
Signatures. Separate fact from fiction during 
this interactive hike. LP/Twinsburg Ledges: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Friday, June 5, 0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

LI’L SPROUTS: FIRST PLANTINGS
Li’l Sprouts will help plant and water our 
garden that we will tend all summer. For ages 
3 and older. Dress to get messy. FASN/Seneca 
Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (6/5)

Friday, June 5,  a.m. – 2 p.m.

NATURE PLAY: SENSES
Families with children: Come to our Nature 
Play area along Alder Trail and use your 
senses to discover wildlife around us. We’ll 
learn how some animals use their senses, 
too! Getting messy is encouraged so please 
dress for a mess. GYH/Pioneer: 550 Frazier 
Ave., Akron

Friday, June 5,  – 2:30 p.m.

SHIRTS TO DYE FOR
Learn about natural dyes from plants, then 
tie-dye a shirt using RIT dye. Bring a plain 
cotton T-shirt and wear old clothes that can 
get stained. Meet at the Sherman Shelter, 
outside the swim area. SC/Bathhouse: 5000 
Hametown Rd., Norton 

Saturday, June 6, 9 –  a.m.

BANK SWALLOW WATCH
Bank swallows are unique birds. They make 
their nests in steep, sandy river banks – which 
is awesome to see! Join a naturalist on a short 
hike to observe a nesting colony of these 
social birds. Some binoculars will be provided. 
CVS/Overlook: 354 Sackett Ave., Akron

Saturday, June 6 
9 – :30 a.m. & 2:30 – 3 p.m.

GORGE KAYAK
Paddle the Cuyahoga River at the Gorge to 
see towering rock ledges and breathtaking 
scenery from your kayak. Led by a certified 
instructor and a naturalist. Minimum age 
is 3; ages 3 to 7 must be with an adult 
participant. Participants must wear closed-
toed shoes and be able to swim. We suggest 
bringing water, sunscreen, a hat, sunglasses 
and wearing clothes that can get wet. Fee 
includes loan of kayak, paddle, life jacket and 
instruction. Space is limited. Cost: $5.  
G/Main Entrance: 60 Front St., Cuyahoga Falls 

 (6/6) $

Saturday, June 6, 2 – 4 p.m.

METRO PARKS  
PIRATE ADVENTURE
Avast, me hearties! Wear your pirate gear 
for a treasure hunt and good buccaneer fun 
for the family! MF/Lake Area: 52 S. River Rd., 
Munroe Falls

 
Sunday, June 7, 9 – 0:30 a.m.

SNAKES IN THE WILD
Celebrate Father’s Day by learning about 
these rarely seen and often feared wild 
residents of our parks. Get up close to 
these misunderstood creatures, then hike to 
observe snakes in the wild. LP/Nature Center: 
9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg
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Sunday, June 7,  – 3 p.m.

FATHER’S DAY  
SCAVENGER HUNT
Come out to the park to celebrate Father’s 
Day while finding fun objects in nature with 
the special male in your life. Groups who 
find all the objects will win a prize, while 
supplies last. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty 
Rd., Twinsburg

Monday, June 8, 0 – :30 a.m.

FUN FACTS FOR KIDS
What is the fastest animal on the planet? 
Can toads give you warts? Kids of all ages 
and their adult companions join a naturalist 
for a fun hike to discover the answers to 
these questions and more! SR/Treaty Line: 
995 Treaty Line Rd., Akron

Tuesday, June 9, 2:30 – 4 p.m.

INSECTS FOR KIDS
Calling all kids: learn the basics of insect 
identification, then search for bugs that 
crawl, jump, fly and sing! Jars and nets will be 
available to share. Adults, please accompany 
your children. Adell Durbin Park: 3300 
Darrow Rd., Stow

Wednesday, June 20, 0:30 – :30 a.m.

NATURE PLAY: BUGS
Families with children: Stop by our Nature 
Play area along Maple Loop Trail to engage 
in fun, hands-on activities about bugs. LP/
Twinsburg Ledges: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Wednesday, June 20,  – 3 p.m.

WATER MONSTERS
Families will enjoy learning about the unique 
and irreplaceable “monsters” that live in our 
waters. Wear shoes that can get wet so you 
can have a closer peek. Everett Road Covered 
Bridge: 2370 Everett Rd., Peninsula

Thursday, June 2, 6 – 7:30 p.m.

GOOD GARDENS
Making your own non-toxic pesticide and 
herbicide is easy to do, and keeps your 
garden free of chemicals which might harm 
you. Join a naturalist to learn the basics, then 
make a sample to take home! GYH/Lodge: 
2077 Newton St., Akron

Thursday, June 2, 7 – 8 p.m.

SUMMER SOLSTICE YOGA
Join a certified yoga instructor for this special 
summer solstice yoga class. Wear comfortable 
clothing, bring a yoga mat or towel and drinking 
water. Program will move inside in the case  
of inclement weather. FASN/Visitors Center:  
828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (6/2)

Thursday, June 2, 7:30 – 9 p.m.

CAMPFIRE KICKOFF
Join a naturalist for a hike along Ledges 
Trail followed by a campfire to kick off the 
first day of summer. Marshmallows will 
be provided, while supplies last. LP/Nature 
Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg

Friday, June 22,  a.m. – 2 p.m.

TAILS FOR KIDS
Explore the world of tails and discover how 
animals use them. Adults must accompany 
their children. WH: 22 Barlow Rd., Hudson

Sunday, June 24, 0 – :30 a.m.

VANISHING ACT
Now you see me … Now you don’t! Some 
animals take on unique colors, patterns 
and even shapes to blend in with their 
environment. Join a naturalist to see which 
critters are camouflaged in the forest, right 
beneath your nose! FASN/Visitors Center: 
828 Smith Rd., Akron

Sunday, June 24 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

NIMISILA RESERVOIR KAYAK
Paddle a portion of Nimisila Reservoir with 
a certified instructor and a naturalist to learn 
paddle strokes, safety and see wildlife around 
the water. Minimum age is 3; ages 3 to 7 
must be with an adult participant. Participants 
must wear closed-toed shoes and be able to 
swim. We suggest bringing water, sunscreen, 
a hat, sunglasses and wearing clothes that can 
get wet. Fee includes loan of kayak, paddle, 
life jacket and instruction. Space is limited. 
Cost: $5. NR/Lot C6: 694 Christman Rd., 
Green  (6/4) $

 
Sunday, June 24, 2 – 3 p.m.

SONGS & STORIES  
WITH SAM SAPP
Calling all families! Enjoy animal and nature 
songs by singer/songwriter Sam Sapp. Listen 
or sing along, and learn about animals in your 
back yard during this interactive concert. 
Meet at the amphitheater. If it rains, program 
will be in the shelter. LP/Nature Center: 9999 
Liberty Rd., Twinsburg
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Junior Naturalist
CLUB

8-week series

Thursday, June 2,  – 4 p.m.

Kids ages 0 to 4 can join naturalists 
for an interactive learning experience. 
During this 8-week series, learn 
identification and natural history of 
a variety of topics, including reptiles, 
fungi, skeletons and more! Attend 6 
of the 8 programs to receive your 
naturalist toolkit. We’ll meet every 
Thursday through August 9 on 
Seneca Deck. Cost: $25/child. 
FASN/Visitors Center:  
828 Smith Rd.,  
Akron  (6/) $



Monday, June 25, 0 –  a.m.

WATER BUGS FOR KIDS
Join a naturalist to explore the world 
of water bugs. Nets and jars provided. 
Sunscreen and hats are a must! SC/Big Oak: 
599 Medina Line Rd., Norton

Monday, June 25, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

BANK SWALLOW WATCH
Join a naturalist to view the aerial acrobatics 
of bank swallows. These small birds put 
on quite a show diving through the air 
and flitting in and out of their nests in the 
steep, sandy riverbank. Spotting scopes and 
binoculars will be available. CVS/Overlook: 
354 Sackett Ave., Akron

Wednesday, June 27 – Friday, June 29 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. daily 

NATURALIST CAMP
Kids ages 0 to 4 can join us for an 
interactive three-day drop-off camp. Become 
a naturalist and learn identification and natural 
history of nature found in the park. Cost: 
$50/child. FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., 
Richfield  (4/0) $

Wednesday, June 27, 9 –  a.m.

DRAWING OUTDOORS
Bring your drawing pad and pencils for an 
outdoor lesson in drawing. Beginners are 
welcome. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult for the duration of the program. 
Portable chairs and drinking water are 
recommended. Program will be cancelled 
during inclement weather. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Wednesday, June 27, 9:30 – 0 a.m.

NATURE STORIES
Young children and their adult companions 
will enjoy this interactive, nature-inspired 
story time intended for ages 8 months to 
3 years. LP/Nature Center: 9999 Liberty Rd., 
Twinsburg ☎ (6/5)

Wednesday, June 27, 7 – 9 p.m.

MEET ME IN THE GARDEN
Join the Master Gardeners of Summit 
County to learn about the wonderful 
world of succulents. Presented by Master 
Gardener Carol Knock. FASN/Visitors 
Center: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Wednesday, June 27, 8 – 0 p.m.

LUNAR LOUNGE
One thing seen reliably in the night’s sky: the 
moon! All of your questions from physics 
to folk lore will be answered while the 
moon rises over Seneca Pond. Enjoy a fire, 
marshmallows and moon crafts for kids. 
FASN/Seneca Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron

Thursday, June 28,  – 2:30 p.m.

NATURE’S WONDERS
Hike Pheasant Run Trail with a naturalist 
to discover what nature has in store. SC/
Pheasant Run: 5000 Hametown Rd., Norton

Friday, June 29, 0:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

LI’L SPROUTS: WATER
Li’l Sprouts will learn about the water cycle 
and how important water is to plants. For 
ages 3 and older. Dress to get messy. FASN/
Seneca Deck: 828 Smith Rd., Akron ☎ (6/5)

Friday, June 29, 9 –  p.m.

MARVELOUS MOTHS
Join a naturalist to attract moths to a white 
sheet using black lights, and observe these 
insects’ amazingly beautiful colors, shapes 
and patterns up close. Bring a flashlight and 
camera. FASN/Campfire Area: 828 Smith Rd., 
Akron

Saturday, June 30, 9 –  a.m.

WOODLAND MUSHROOMS
Have you seen any mushrooms popping up 
these days? Join a naturalist on a leisurely 
hike in search of these interesting “fun guys.” 
Edibles are not a part of the program.  
FR/Brushwood: 4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield

Saturday, June 30 
0 a.m. – 2 p.m. &  – 3 p.m.

BEGINNER STAND-UP  
PADDLEBOARDING
Try stand-up paddleboarding, the fastest 
growing water sport, to get a workout and 
enjoy nature. A certified instructor and a 
naturalist will guide you. No experience 
needed. Minimum age is 3; ages 3 to 7 
must be with an adult participant. Participants 
must wear closed-toed shoes and be able to 
swim. We suggest bringing water, sunscreen, 
a hat, sunglasses and wearing clothes that can 
get wet. Fee includes loan of paddleboard, 
paddle, life jacket and instruction. Space is 
limited. Cost: $5. NR/Lot C6: 694 Christman 
Rd., Green  (6/4) $

Saturday, June 30,  – 3 p.m.

FLINT KNAPPING  
DEMONSTRATION
Paul Wischt from the Cuyahoga and 
Chippewa Valley Archeology societies will 
demonstrate the ancient skill of flint knapping 
and share the different spear  
points used by early  
Native Americans.  
F/Tuscarawas Meadows:  
2620 Harrington Rd., Akron

6 summitmetroparks.org
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n the last couple of years Summit Metro 

Parks has rerouted some of its most 

iconic trails. Why did we do that? In the 

time since most of the park district’s 

trails were built, we’ve learned a lot.

REROUTES OF TWO 

POPULAR TRAILS

Storm damage was a driving factor in 

some of our recent trail reroutes. In 

the lower section of Deer Run Trail 

in O’Neil Woods Metro Park (2550 

Martin Rd., Akron) and along the creek 

in Hampton Hills Metro Park (2925 

Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron), bridges were 

destroyed three times in 0 years. For 

this reason, we needed a new approach.

People loved walking up through the 

valley on Spring Hollow Trail in Hampton 

Hills, but they may not have noticed 

how the trail was built under their feet. 

The posts for all of the boardwalks and 

bridges were in the stream bed and with 

the increased intensity and frequency 

of severe storms, the stream bed was 

down-cutting at such a rate that all of 

the structures were becoming unsafe, 

forcing us to reroute the trail out of  

the valley.

I

Deer Run Trail in O’Neil Woods 
Metro Park followed an existing deer 

trail straight down the hill. 
(Photo from 968)

Paul Neal, Park Manager

BUILDING TRAILS
FOR THE FUTURE

continued on page 8
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TRAIL BUILDING: NOW 
VERSUS THEN

Summit Metro Parks was established 

in 92. The most dramatic thing that 

has changed since the early years is the 

layout of the trails. In the past, most 

of the trails travelled straight down 

hillsides. This resulted in trails that were 

very steep and extremely eroded in 

places. Now we try to lay them using 

switchbacks going across the face of a 

slope, in an undulating way using grade 

reversals. This gives water more places 

to flow off the trails. On the cross-slope 

build, we try to incorporate an out-slope 

— where the walking surface slopes 

away from the uphill bank — of about  

five percent. This allows water to flow 

across the trail instead of following it 

downhill. We also carefully consider 

where a trail is actually located — our 

conservation department helps us stay 

out of areas that are sensitive habitats 

for plants and animals.

WHAT IS “SUSTAINABLE 
TRAIL BUILDING?”

It’s important that we build trails that  

will stay in good condition over time 

with minimal maintenance. Having to 

do less regular maintenance frees up 

our crews to do other tasks instead 

of filling in washouts all the time. Our 

new methods are also beneficial to the 

environment, because if we can reduce 

erosion it means less soil is running 

downhill and getting into the watershed. 

Also, if we can avoid bringing in outside 

material to fill in the washouts we are 

reducing the chance of introducing 

invasive species to an area.

We don’t reroute trails just to change 

things up. We do so to keep them in 

better repair for a longer period of time, 

offering the public a chance to enjoy 

them safely for many years to come.  

continued from page 7

Photographed in 934, this abandoned mini-train track bed next to the railroad was used 
to carry quarry stones to the Ohio & Erie Canal.

Today, the Quarry Trail branches off 
using that same track bed. Another 
trail follows the railroad down to 
connect to the Towpath Trail.

Spring Hollow Trail in Hampton Hills 
Metro Park before its update.
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Additional forms available at Acme Fresh Market stores. For park maps, directions and 
descriptions of the trail surfaces: spreeforall.summitmetroparks.org, 330-867-55.20
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2018 Spring Hiking Event

TO PARTICIPATE

Complete FIVE hikes between May  and June 30 —  
on five different trails, the same trail or any combination 
of trails — to receive a reward. Starting point at each 
trailhead is the information kiosk, which has a legend  
with the follow ing symbols:

 l Blue Circle = /4 mile round trip

 n Yellow Square = /2 mile round trip

 ▲ Green Triangle =  mile round trip

Mileage markers are provided as an aid. You do not 
need to hike any prescribed length to receive credit.

First-year hikers earn a neck lanyard and commemorative 
pin. Veteran hikers earn the commemorative pin. Hikes 
are FREE for all participants. Out-of-county residents 
pay to receive their rewards ($0 for first-year hikers, 
$5 for veteran hikers).

WHERE TO GET YOUR REWARD

Administrative offices, 975 Treaty Line Rd., Akron,  
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm, 828 Smith Rd., Akron,  
noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday.

Liberty Park Nature Center, 9999 Liberty Rd., Twinsburg, 
noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday.

Rewards are not mailed.
Forms cannot be redeemed after August 5, 208.

MULTIPURPOSE TRAILS

BIKE & HIKE TRAIL

Barlow Road 
33 Barlow Rd. 
Hudson  44236

FREEDOM TRAIL

Middlebury 
765 Northeast Ave. 
Tallmadge  44278

OHIO & ERIE CANAL TOWPATH TRAIL

Big Bend 
337 Merriman Rd. 
Akron  4433

Memorial Parkway 
499 Memorial Pkwy. 
Akron  4430

Franklin 
2328 Center Rd. 
New Franklin  4426

Clinton 
2749 North St. 
Clinton  4426

PARKS

CASCADE VALLEY 
Overlook Trail 
354 Sackett Ave. 
Akron  4433

F.A. SEIBERLING 
NATURE REALM 
828 Smith Rd. 
Akron  4433

FURNACE RUN 
Brushwood Area 
4955 Townsend Rd. 
Richfield  44286

GOODYEAR HEIGHTS 
Pioneer Area 
550 Frazier Ave. 
Akron  44305

LIBERTY 
Twinsburg Ledges Area 
9999 Liberty Rd. 
Twinsburg  44087

MUNROE FALLS 
Tallmadge Meadows 
088 North Ave. 
Tallmadge  44278

SAND RUN 
Old Portage Area 
300 Sand Run Pkwy. 
Akron  4433

208 Commemorative Pin

#SMPspree

We’re Your Back YardGET FORMS ONLINE AND AT ALL ACME FRESH 
MARKET STORES.

Spree rewards are  
FREE for Summit  
County residents.

330-865-8065  |  #SMPspree
SpreeForAll.summitmetroparks.org

Hike five or more trails to  
earn a lanyard and pin.

May  ~ June 30
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SPRING HIKING EVENT

15th ANNUAL

MULTIPURPOSE TRAIL  TRAILHEAD DATES (Volunteers or staff may be available to date your form.)

Bike & Hike Trail  Barlow Road

Freedom Trail  Middlebury 

Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail  Big Bend

Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail  Memorial Parkway

Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail  Franklin

Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail  Clinton

METRO PARK  LOCATION

Cascade Valley  Overlook Trail

F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm (no pets)  Rock & Herb Garden

Furnace Run (/4 mile round trip, only)  Brushwood Area

Goodyear Heights (/2 mile round trip, only)  Alder Trail

Liberty  Maple Loop Trail

Munroe Falls (/2 mile round trip, only)  Meadow Loop Trail

Sand Run  Jogging Trail

Please note: Before starting any fitness program, it is the participant’s responsibility to contact their physician 
with respect to any past or present illness or injury that may affect their ability to participate in the program.

INDIVIDUAL & 
FAMILY/GROUP 
HIKING FORM

PRIMARY PARTICIPANT FIRST-YEAR Hiker VETERAN SUMMIT CO. RESIDENT

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Primary Participant’s Last Name First Name M.I. Age

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Address City State Zip

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Email Phone

ADDITIONAL PARTICIPANTS FIRST-YEAR Hiker VETERAN SUMMIT CO. RESIDENT

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name M.I. Age

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name M.I. Age

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name M.I. Age

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name M.I. Age

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No

_________________________________________________________________________________
 Last Name First Name M.I. Age

 ❏ ❏ ❏ Yes ❏ No
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