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SUMMIT METRO PARKS RECOGNIZED BY OHIO PARKS & 
RECREATION ASSOCIATION WITH TWO STATEWIDE AWARDS 

 
 

 The Ohio Parks and Recreation Association (OPRA) has named Summit Metro 

Parks an award winner for two recent initiatives that improve the quality of life in Ohio 

communities. 

 

 “We strive every day to connect people with nature and are pleased to be 

recognized by OPRA for our efforts,” said Summit Metro Parks Executive Director Lisa 

King. “These projects highlight our ongoing commitment to delivering an outstanding 

park experience to all visitors.”  

 

 The park district was awarded first place in the natural resources and 

conservation category for executing a two-day, 500-person volunteer planting of 

120,000 tree nuts to reforest the former Valley View Golf Club. Acquired in 2016, the 

site will become the Valley View Area of Cascade Valley Metro Park, serving as a 

critical link between Gorge, Cascade Valley and Sand Run Metro Parks and creating 

the park district’s second-largest natural area. A truly special piece of land, Valley View 

was identified for preservation in the park district’s original master plan in the 1920s. 

 

 “Parks and recreation professionals throughout Ohio work every day to improve 

the quality of life of the people they serve,” said OPRA Executive Director Woody  

Woodward. “This effort is a shining example of that kind of work, and we are pleased to 

be able to present this award.” 
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 Summit Metro Parks also received a second place award in the special 

populations category for achieving the first Autism Friendly certification from the Autism 

Society of Greater Akron. To receive the designation at F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm, 

park staff completed intensive training and created a suite of outreach materials for the 

public, as well as for families and individuals living with autism. 

 

 The OPRA Annual Awards of Excellence will be presented at a banquet hosted 

by the association on February 5, 2019 at the Kalahari Convention Center in Sandusky, 

Ohio. One first place award winner will be presented with the 2018 Governor’s Award 

for Parks and Recreation, a “best-in-show” award which includes a $500 contribution to 

the parks and recreation foundation of the agency winner. The awards are judged by a 

panel of parks and recreation professionals from around Ohio. 

 

 Incorporated in 1963, OPRA is a non-profit, public interest organization 

representing over 1,400 professionals and citizen board members striving to provide 

quality parks and recreation facilities and opportunities for all Ohioans while 

protecting and preserving Ohio's natural resources, positively impacting local 

economies and health and wellness of its citizens.  

 

 

* * * * * 
Summit Metro Parks manages more than 14,500 acres, including 16 parks, several conservation       
areas and more than 125 miles of trails, with 22.4 miles of the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail.  

Annual attendance averages 5 million visits. Visit us online at summitmetroparks.org. 
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