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AUTUMN IN SUMMIT COUNTY

SEPTEMBER
Autumn begins, and so 

does the 47th annual Fall 

Hiking Spree. Shorter 

days signal plants to begin 

shutting down their food-

making factories. Green 

fades from leaves, exposing 

their red, yellow and 

orange colors. Witch-hazel, a medicinal plant used in 

deodorants, soaps and lotions, starts to bloom.

October
Preparing for winter, many 

plants die back to their roots; 

they will overwinter as seeds 

or remain as shadows of their 

former selves above ground. 

With Halloween around the 

corner, bat myths are on the 

rise, but here are the facts: 

Bats are not blind; they use echolocation to navigate, 

and they avoid flying on moonlit nights to hide from 

owls and other predators.

NOVEMBER
Wild turkeys abound in the Metro Parks and are often 

seen in Sand Run, Cascade Valley, Hampton Hills and 

O’Neil Woods. Beavers work overtime collecting food  

for storage; they’ll remain in lodges during winter, 

swimming under ice to 

retrieve sticks from their  

food piles. American Indians 

called November’s full moon 

the Beaver Moon — a time 

when active beavers were 

easily trapped to make  

warm winter pelts.

Ranger Safety 
Program for Kids

There are many ways kids can 

stay safe in Metro Parks, like staying 

on trails and always hiking with a 

friend. Students (grades 2-5) can learn 

more about being safe outdoors with an  

in-school visit by a uniformed Metro 

Parks ranger.

Topics include summer and winter safety  

techniques. Students receive Junior Ranger  

badges and other materials.

To schedule a visit, call 330-865-8052.

Complete your  

“Year of the Bat”  

passport by attending  

special bat-themed programs, and then  

choose one of several rewards this fall. 

Passports are available at F.A. Seiberling  

Nature Realm and the Akron Zoo  

(500 Edgewood Ave., Akron).

See the program pages in this publication  

for our fall “Year of the Bat” offerings, or  

visit us online.

summitmetroparks.org	
akronzoo.org
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	 1	 FIRST HIKE	 7 p.m.	 DLQ

	 5	 WHAT’S ROCKIN’ AT ROCK CREEK	 1 p.m.	 FR/Brushwood

	 5	 HOW BUGS ARE GOOD FOR YOU	 3 p.m.	 SC/Pheasant Run

	 6	 ROCKIN’ AT THE GORGE	 2 p.m.	 G/Main Entrance

	 9	 MEET CHEEKS	 6 - 7 p.m.	 BH/SR 91 Lot

	 11	 EXTENDED HIKE	 9 a.m.	 FASN

	 12	 SPIDERS, SPIDERS EVERYWHERE	 1 p.m.	 FASN

	 12	 IN SEARCH OF BEAVERS	 3 p.m.	 MF

	 15	 MEET CHEEKS	 6 - 7 p.m.	 F/Tuscarawas Meadows

	 19	 PIRATES ON THE TOWPATH – ARRGH!	 1 p.m.	 T/Clinton

	 21	 MEET CHEEKS	 6 - 7 p.m.	 LP/Pond Brook

	 25	 O’NEIL WOODS HISTORY	 2 p.m.	 ONW/Trail Lot

	 26	 FOUNDATIONS OF SUMMIT COUNTY	 11 a.m.	 DLQ

	 26	 FALL WILDFLOWERS	 3 p.m.	 SC/Pheasant Run

	

	 2	 NATURE AND HISTORY OF SAND RUN	 2 p.m.	 SR/Wadsworth

	 3	 DISCOVER OLD FRIENDS	 2 p.m.	 MF

	 7	 MEET CHEEKS	 6 - 7 p.m.	 MF

	 9	 EXTREME HIKE	 9 p.m.	 CVS/Chuckery

	 9	 CREEK CREATURES	 2 p.m.	 FR/Brushwood

	 10	 OXBOW HIKE	 11 a.m.	 CVS/Oxbow

	 10	 AUTUMN IN THE VALLEY	 2 p.m.	 HH/Main Entrance

	 10	 CANAL HISTORY	 3 p.m.	 T/Clinton

	 13	 MEET CHEEKS	 6 - 7 p.m.	 SC/Pheasant Run

	 16	 HIKE AND PIE-IRON BREAKFAST	 8 a.m.	 FASN/Campfire

	 16	 ROCKS AND WATER HIKE	 2 p.m.	 G/Main Entrance

	 17	 VALLEY VISTAS HIKE	 2 p.m.	 ONW/Trail Lot

	 17	 FUN WITH NATURE	 3 p.m.	 FASN/Visitors Center

	 19	 MEET CHEEKS	 6 - 7 p.m.	 T/Clinton

	 23	 LEAF IDENTIFICATION	 2 p.m.	 GYH/Pioneer

	 23	 CREATURES OF THE NIGHT	 7 p.m.	 F/Tuscarawas Meadows

	 24	 PUPPET HIKE	 1 p.m.	 FASN/Visitors Center

	 30	 YEAR OF THE BAT PROGRAM	 6:30 p.m.	 BH/SR 91 Lot

	 31	 MARSH CREATURES	 2 p.m.	 LP/Pond Brook

	 7	 GRAB-BAG NATURE HIKE	 1 p.m.	 SR/Wadsworth

	 7	 HISTORY OF O’NEIL WOODS	 1 p.m.	 ONW/Trail Lot

	 7	 NATURE & HISTORY:  TOWPATH	 3 p.m.	 T/Clinton

	 13	 SIGNS OF WILDLIFE	 2 p.m.	 CVS/Oxbow

	 13	 CREATURES OF THE NIGHT	 7 p.m.	 SC/Pheasant Run

	 20	 HIKE & BREAKFAST	 8 a.m.	 FASN/Seneca Deck

	 20	 HIKE THROUGH TIME	 2 p.m.	 HH/Main Entrance

	 20	 CANAL AND QUARRY HISTORY HIKE	 3 p.m.	 DLQ

	 21	 WONDERFUL WATER HIKE	 2 p.m.	 FR/Brushwood

	 26	 ANIMAL HOMES	 2 p.m.	 G/Main Entrance

	 27	 BLACK GOLD HIKE	 2 p.m.	 SC/Pheasant Run

	 28	 SIGNS OF WILDLIFE HIKE	 2 p.m.	 CVS/Oxbow
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Make the Fall Hiking Spree  

even more fun by participating  

in these programs to earn  

hiking spree credit.  

See pages 10 to 18 of the  

Programs & Events section  

for more information.

g  Hiking Spree credit!

Naturalist-Led 
Hiking Spree
Programs

NOVEMBER

OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER




