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Best Place to Volunteer (2008, 2009)
Metro Parks, Serving Summit County

Akron Life & Leisure Magazine

Honorable Mention: Web Design (2008)

) The park district was named “Best
summitmetroparks.org

. Place to Volunteer” by readers of
Pollie Awards y

Akron Life & Leisure Magazine.
Honorable Mention: Print Materials (2008)
Metro Pack trading cards

Ohio Parks & Recreation Association

Meritorious Award: PR Campaigns (2009) — Spree For All promotional campaign

Ohio Parks & Recreation Association

Outstanding Award: Broadcast Media (2008)
Fall Hiking Spree TV commercial

Ohio Parks & Recreation Association

Outstanding Award: New Media (2009) Ranger/Natural Resources Building
Fall Hiking Spree audio tours

Ohio Parks & Recreation Association

Platinum LEED* Certification (2009) — Ranger/
Natural Resources Building, Sand Run Metro Park

U.S. Green Building Council

Superior Award: Facilities (2008) — Ranger/Natural
Resources Building, Sand Run Metro Park

Ohio Parks & Recreation Association

Superior Award: Print Materials (2009) — Green Islands Magazine redesign

Ohio Parks & Recreation Association

Zenith Award: Outdoor Recreation (2008, 2009) — Metro Parks, Serving Summit County

Akron/Summit Convention & Visitors Bureau

4 *LEED: Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (usgbc.org)
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COMMUNICATION

Metro Parks strives to keep visitors connected and well-informed. Among the highlights:

GREEN ISLANDS MAGAZINE

For the publication’s 50-year anniversary in 2009, the eight-page, three-color
Green Islands newsletter was transformed into a | 2-page, full-color magazine.

THE METRO PACK
Trading Cards

Twelve cards were produced to get kids excited about the Metro Parks and
nature. The first six cards introduced young collectors to the Metro Pack.

Costumes

New costumes were created for mascot Metro Leaf, and an inflatable costume for
new character Cheeks the chipmunk was a big hit.

ONLINE MARKETING

We launched 360° tours of reservable pavilions and the LEED-certified ranger/natural
resources building; audio tours during the Fall Hiking Spree; downloadable wallpapers, or
desktops; and an e-newsletter and Facebook page.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Customer service representatives are the first point of contact when park users call
or visit the administrative offices and FA. Seiberling Nature Realm. Our representatives:

* Greeted 14,586 visitors at the administrative offices, 60,399 at the Nature Realm
and 8,845 at the Info Post at Goodyear Heights Metro Park*,

* Took more than 4,000 pavilion and shelter reservations

* Sold 3,71 | pre-season swim passes

* Awarded more than 21,000 Fall Hiking Spree shields and 4,599 Spree For All pins
* Answered more than 64,000 phone calls

* Answered [,902 visitor e-mails through the VWeb site

* Issued 832 special-use permits

The administrative offices are open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Regular

hours for the visitors center at FA. Seiberling Nature Realm are 10 am. to 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. From March through October; the building is
open Thursday and Friday until 7 p.m.

*The Nature Realm was closed in 2009. Naturalists had a temporary post at Goodyear Heights.

2008

Commissioner Carol
Curtis welcomes Cheeks

the chipmunk
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The Nature Realm visitors
center reopened Saturday,
March 20, 2010. It includes
new exhibits and green fea-
tures like efficient lighting,

solar panels, rain barrels

and recycled flooring.

Harold S. Wagner, the
park district’s first director-

secretary, planted the first

daffodil bulbs in Furnace

Run Metro Park in the late
1930s. Today, an estimated
30,000 to 40,000 daffodils

grow along the trail.
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The following list includes highlights from different park areas. It is not a complete list of the
work accomplished during the biennium.

CASCADE VALLEY METRO PARK
* Added a rope hand-rail system on the side of the sled hill

* Replaced the split-rail fence around the Signal Tree and at the Schumacher Area lot
* Built two new foot bridges on the Oxbow Tralil
¢ Installed 300 feet of fencing at the Overlook Tralil

DEEP LOCK QUARRY METRO PARK

* The University of Akron completed an archaeolog-
ical and historical inventory of the park.

FA. SEIBERLING NATURE REALM

* The grounds and visitors center were closed in December 2008 as crews rebuilt the
parking lot and added a new welcome kiosk, wheelchair-accessible walkway, exhibits,
a program deck and numerous green features.

FIRESTONE METRO PARK
* Re-routed part of the Redwing Trail to avoid an area that floods
* Repaired the shoreline of Little Turtle Pond
* Leveled the surface of the Willow Trail and installed hand railings
* Installed new picnic pads at the Warner Road picnic area

* Renovated the pavilion with new carpet runners and bathroom
mirrors
FURNACE RUN METRO PARK

* Water and sewer lines were installed to serve Brushwood Pavilion,
replacing a well from the 1980s and a decades-old septic system.

* At Brushwood Pavilion, new light fixtures, seat covers and duct work
was completed, the exterior was repainted and the brick walkway was
pulled and reset.

* Obtained funding to begin the Furnace Run stream restoration project. Similar to the
work done with Pond Brook in Liberty Park, water quality and biological habitat will be
improved within this high-quality tributary to the Cuyahoga River.

* Brushwood Lake was stocked with fish and staff removed algae.

* Girl Scouts planted new daffodil bulbs along the 0.6-mile Daffodil Trall.



GOODYEAR HEIGHTS METRO PARK

* Replaced tables and chairs inside the pavilion

* Repaired the railing and replaced 75 feet of decking on the
Alder Trail boardwalk

* Installed new picnic pads in multiple picnic areas

* Placed a new water fountain at Pioneer Shelter and renovated
the structure after significant storm damage

GORGE METRO PARK

* Worked with the City of Cuyahoga Falls to build a
neighborhood connector trail, at Albemarle Avenue, providing
residents walk-in access to the park

* Installed a new access path to the picnic shelter, re-stained the structure and

repaired the stairs
* Improved the parking lot picnic area

* Refurbished the area around the fishing dock

* Replaced a large section of the foot bridge on the upper Gorge Trail, and replaced

the split-rail fence

* Added a retaining wall along a section of trail to widen access

HAMPTON HILLS METRO PARK

* Completed improvements to help stabilize the stream bank

* Replaced sections of bridges

LIBERTY PARK

* In 2009, crews completed a hiking trail with dra-
matic views of sandstone ledges and wetlands.
The one-mile trail, which may open by fall 2010,
was partially funded by a grant from the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources.

e Continued the restoration of Pond Brook in
Liberty Park. The reconstruction of Stream
Channel 25, funded by an Ohio EPA Section

319 grant, was completed, and funding for the restoration of Stream Channel 40

was obtained.

* Added 400 feet of boardwalk on the Ledges Trail

2
2008

Pioneer Shelter was

renovated after storms

damaged the roof in

2008.

Ledges and wetlands

are found along a new

trail in Liberty Park.
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* At the former County Home property, planning and engineering was nearly
completed for a parking lot, picnic shelter and hiking trails.

Installed new floats in the swim lake, brought in new sand and performed work
on the lake bed

Painted shelters and restrooms, and stained the boardwalk
* Renovated countertops in the gatehouse and at the concessions stand

The ranger /natural * Re-stained picnic tables throughout the park

resources building includes * Made improvements to the field office

numerous green features: O’NE"_ WOODS METRO PARK

e Re-routed Deer Run Trail due to erosion

SAND RUN

* The ranger/natural resources building was completed in 2008; it serves as offices for
rangers and biologists. In February 2009, the U.S. Green Building Council named it the
greenest building in the state.

* Replaced a culvert on the west end of Sand Run Parkway and culverts along the
Parcours Tralil

geothermal heating,

waterless toilets, solar * Installed an energy-saving heating and cooling system and additional weather sealing in

) the administrative offices
panels, a rooftop rain

garden, porous pavement, * Opened the new Jogging Trail parking lot at the corner of Revere Road and Sand Run

Parkway
rain barrels, native

. * Made improvements to Shady Hollow Pavilion, including new ceiling fans, fiberglass
landscaping, lumber from ,
doors and masonry repairs

downed trees in the Metro . . . N
* Painted and stained restrooms and the Mingo and Shady Hollow pavilions
Parks, and recycled carpet,

. ) * Repaired the bridge on Mingo Trail
furniture and cabinetry.
* Improved the Treaty Line Road soccer field
» Upgraded ADA signs throughout the park
SILVER CREEK

* Completed drainage work for the Bridle Tralil

* Nearly completed the Harter Barn renovation
* Made improvements to the playground surface, bathhouse and field office

* Placed new trail markers along Chippewa Trail, and renovated drainage and culverts to

help control stormwater runoff

8 * Resurfaced walkways at the Big Oak and Pheasant Run areas
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MULTI-PURPOSE TRAILS
Bike & Hike Trail

2008

¢ Continued planning and engineering the one-mile Brandywine » FREEDOM SECONDARY TRAII

Road bypass on land managed by Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Freedom Secondary Trail

» Completed a feasibility study for this proposed eight-mile tralil
that could connect the towpath with the recently completed
Portage Trail in Kent

TOWPATH TRAIL

* Completed a one-mile section of the trail, from Vanderhoof Road in New Franklin
to Eastern Road in Barberton

* In Barberton, a 0.7-mile stretch of trail was completed on land owned primarily
by PPG Industries. The project, from the intersection of Eastern Road and Van Buren
Avenue to a half-mile south of Snyder Road, included a 550-feet-long boardwalk
near PPG Lime Lake 3.

* In Coventry Township, construction was completed from Manchester Road to
US 224. The project, a little more than half a mile, included an underpass of
Manchester Road and stabilization of the eroded canal bank.

* Worked with the City of Akron to complete construction of 2.2 miles of the
Towpath Trail, from Summit Lake to
Waterloo Road. The stretch includes a
floating boardwalk on Summit Lake and
parking at Wilbeth Road.

COUNTY-WIDE

» Coordinated surveys of park boundaries,
bridge inventories, archaeological and
historical surveys, and energy audits of
Metro Parks buildings

» Continued updating internal records and working with the Summit County Auditor to
name and better identify all Metro Parks parcels

* Ensured compliance with the Ohio EPAs stormwater and pollution management
guidelines

A preliminary map of the

Freedom Secondary Trail,

which would follow an

unused railroad corridor

A September 2009 ribbon-
cutting ceremony signaled the
completion of the towpath’s

floating boardwalk on Summit

Lake.
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NATURALIST-LED PROGRAMS

Naturalists offered 1,189 programs during the biennium, serving 49,078 people.
Some of the highlights:

Campfire Programs: 3,572 participants

Naturalists hosted a variety of campfire programs, with storytellers,
musicians, searches for nocturnal animals and more.

Cycling Programs: 438 participants

Visitors pedaled through the parks with naturalists and volunteers each spring,
summer and early fall.

Guided School Walks: 2,770 participants

School groups visited the Metro Parks for naturalist-led hikes and programs about a variety
of seasonal topics.

Hobo Weekends: 1,422 participants

Hobo culture was interpreted each summer with
campfire programs and hobo-related activities at the
temporary Hobo Jungle, or campsite, at Deep Lock

Quarry.

Kids’ Fishing: 716 participants
Children |5 and younger learned new skills and then fished at the stocked Little Turtle
Pond in Firestone Metro Park, weather permitting.

Kinderealm: 4,116 participants

Pre-school children and their adult companions visited the Metro Parks to learn about
the natural world. Programs typically included a brief story, an outdoor walk and a fun take-
home craft. A new topic was offered each month.

Outdoor Hikes: 9,567 participants

Children 15 and younger . . . . . L .
' young Naturalists led a variety of hikes on Metro Parks trails, covering topics like local history,

learn to fish at Little culture and wildlife.
Turtle Pond.
Outdoor Recreation: 484 participants

Our outdoor recreation volunteers continued to offer camping and backpacking
opportunities in the Metro Parks.
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