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FIRESTONE METRO PARK

• With help from The University of Akron, completed an archaeological

inventory to identify historic cultural and natural features

FURNACE RUN METRO PARK

• Removed the skylights from Brushwood Pavilion, made repairs to the roof

and replaced the carpeting with recycled carpet

GOODYEAR HEIGHTS METRO PARK

• On Alder Trail, limestone screenings were added to provide better access for

people of all abilities.

HAMPTON HILLS METRO PARK

• Replaced the steps and installed hand rails on Spring Hollow Trail — one of the

park district’s most demanding hikes

LIBERTY PARK

• With help from the Trust for Public Land,

acquired 240 acres of pristine wetlands, part of

the Pond Brook stream corridor in Twinsburg

Township

• Restored 50 percent of the Pond Brook stream channel by adding meanders and

riffles, which help increase water flow, remove pollutants and improve habitat

MUNROE FALLS METRO PARK

• Acquired the former Summit County Home property from

Summit County Government

SAND RUN METRO PARK

• Work began — and was almost completed — on new offices

for rangers and park biologists. The building, a former private residence on

Sand Run Parkway, is a candidate for “Platinum” LEED (Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design) certification through the U.S. Green Building

Council, which would make it one of the greenest buildings in the state.

Brushwood Pavilion at

Furnace Run Metro Park

Pond Brook stream

restoration

Green building in Sand

Run Metro Park
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• Construction was completed on a new 25-car parking lot at the corner of

Revere Road and Sand Run Parkway, providing much-needed parking on the

west end of the Jogging Trail.

• Part of Mingo Trail was re-routed because of heavy rain and flood damage,

and a new bridge was installed.

•Chip-and-seal was added to stretches of

the Jogging Trail where erosion had become

a problem.

•Installed brick pavers at the Wadsworth

and Old Portage shelters

•Made asphalt repairs to the parkway

SILVER CREEK

• Restoration of the 150-year-old dairy barn was completed. Improvements

took place over five years and included founda-

tion and structural repairs and a new galvanized,

standing-seam metal roof.

• Installed brick pavers at Pheasant Run Shelter

• Made asphalt repairs to the parkway

TOWPATH TRAIL

• Construction was completed on 0.75 miles of trail,

located north of Center Road in New Franklin, on

land owned by PPG Industries and leased to Metro

Parks. The work included a series of boardwalks

and a 50-car parking lot.

• Construction began on the second phase of the

PPG section, which includes 2.3 miles of trail, three

boardwalks, three bridges, one railroad underpass

and a grade crossing of Snyder Road.
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The Towpath Trail passes under

US 224 (above); the completed

Cascade Locks / Phase One

trail (left)

A rain garden at F.A. Seiberling

Nature Realm helps reduce

stormwater run-off.

• The section referred to as Cascade Locks / Phase One was completed,

connecting the Mustill Store, at North Street, to SR 59.

• Provided technical assistance to the Cascade

Locks Park Association in developing plans for

the Schumacher Mill site, located at the

southwest corner of North and Howard

streets, next to the Towpath Trail

• Began construction on the section from

Manchester Road to US 224, which will be just

over one mile long and include an underpass of Manchester Road

• Made improvements to the parking lot at Vanderhoof Road

COUNTY-WIDE

• Assisted with updating the six-year-old Summit County Trail & Greenways Plan

with officials from the Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition, the City of Akron, the

Summit County Engineer’s office and the National Park Service

• Coordinated surveys of park boundaries, updated internal records and

worked with the Summit County Auditor to name and better identify all

Metro Parks parcels

• Ensured compliance with the

Ohio EPA’s new stormwater and

pollution management guidelines
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Blue flag iris and big blue stem

are two of the native plants

that are part of the rain garden.



NATURALIST-LED PROGRAMS

Naturalists offered 981 programs during the biennium, serving 52,563 people. Among
the highlights:

Campfire programs: 1,349 participants

Naturalists hosted a variety of campfire programs at the Nature Realm,
with storytellers, musicians, searches for nocturnal animals and more.

Exhibit: Cherokee Artist Edwin George

One of the most popular exhibits ever held at the Nature Realm was
for Cherokee artist Edwin George, whose paintings were displayed in the

auditorium in 2007. George inspired a whole season of
programming, from concerts and campfires to games and
other American Indian-related activities.

Global Warming Series: 105 participants (estimated)

A month-long series of climate change programs was
offered in November 2007. It featured guest speakers and
local experts, and naturalists provided related
programming.

Guided School Walks: 3,728 participants

School groups visited the Nature Realm for naturalist-
led hikes and programs about a variety of seasonal topics.

Hobo Weekends: 1,531 participants

Hobo culture was interpreted each summer through a train ride, campfire program and
hobo-related activities at the temporary Hobo Jungle, or
campsite, at Deep Lock Quarry.

Kids’ Fishing Club: 831 participants

Children 15 and younger learned new skills and
then fished at the stocked Little Turtle Pond, weather
permitting.

Kinderealm: 3,964 participants

Pre-school children and their adult companions visited the Nature Realm to learn about
the natural world. Programs typically included a brief story, an outdoor walk and a fun take-
home craft. A new topic was offered each month.
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Spider by Edwin George

Hobo Weekends gave visitors

the chance to hop a train to

the hobo camp at Deep Lock

Quarry.




