Regional Water Trail Master Plan

Welcome to the Regional Water Trail Master Plan information site.

Imagine canoeing or kayaking from the Portage Lakes to downtown Akron
for a baseball game, to watch the fireworks or to visit your favorite festival
or restaurant. Or paddle to downtown Barberton for an afternoon at Lake
Anna for the Mum Festival. Water trails create opportunities for tourism
and economic development, nurture advocates for water quality
improvements, and attract young professionals to the region.

According to the ODNR Division of Watercraft the sales of human powered
boats (kayaks and canoes) have increased by 50% over the last five years
while motorized boat sales have remained relatively level.

The outcome of the study will be a comprehensive reference for potential
public and private investments that can be made to complete the proposed
water trail system in southern Summit County. The plan will be used as a
tool to secure funding for these improvements and a guide to future
development. This plan can also be used to apply for State designation
through the ODNR as an “Ohio Water Trail” and qualify for ODNR funds to
develop a water trail map for use as a long term marketing and
development tool.
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS

All meetings will take place at:

COVENTRY OAKS PAVILION, 40 Axline Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44319
(Firestone Metro Park, off of South Main Street)

ADVISORY COMMITTEE meetings are scheduled for the following dates & times:

Meeting #1  Tuesday September 6, 201 | 2:00- 4:00 pm
Meeting #2  Tuesday December 6, 201 | 2:00- 4:00 pm
Meeting #3  Tuesday February 7, 2012 2:00- 4:00 pm

PUBLIC meetings are scheduled for the following dates and times
Meeting #1 Monday, September 19, 201 | 7:00- 9:00 pm
Meeting #2 Wednesday December 21, 2011 7:00 -9:00 pm
Meeting #3  Monday, February 20, 2012 7:00 -9:00 pm
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Please submit suggestions & comments to:
metroparksssc@gmail.com
or
Regional Water Trail Master Plan
975 Treaty Line Road
Akron, Ohio 44313
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Below is a summary of the comments/questions that brought up during the first
advisory meeting:

I) Water Trail wayfinding via buoy system or similar. Consider potential speed zone conflicts for Water Trail.
The City of Akron wants to revitalize the cut off neighborhood east of Summit Lake and south of I-76/77

2) East Reservoir is being looked at by a consulting firm to come up with a viable option to have the
structure comply with current dam safety regulations.

3) Motorboats are allowed on O&E Canal (6MPH or less/no wake) currently. Should there be a horsepower
and boat size limit except for permitted excursion service?

4) Reconstructing the guard lock on the north end of Long Lake would have no implications across
watersheds. It could have automatic gates with warning system to detect gate jams. Or a mechanical device
could be used to make the connection.

5) Using the Tuscarawas River Raceway is better than Nimisila Reservoir because the River's watershed is
larger and could recharge the portage lakes' system very quickly (days) as compared to the Reservoir which
could take years.

6) The County removed a number of bridges over the Raceway and other water channels and replaced them
with culverts. Should some or all of these crossing be converted back to bridges!?
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Excursion service potential
Canoe & kayak trail potential (non-motorized)
Put-in/take-out locations (see map)
Portages (see map)
Research on mechanical lift
Public landings for excursion service and individuals
Commercial landings for excursion service
Trailhead/parking potential noted
Commercial district opportunities
a) Manchester Road/Young’s Hotel
b) Clock tower
c) Barberton Downtown
d) Portage Lakes Drive at Long Lake Raceway
e) Summit Lake (North end)
f) North Turkeyfoot Road and SR619 at golf course
g) South Main at East Reservoir District
h) Lock #1 North

Public Landings: Put-in/Take-out Opportunities

Nimisilla Reservoir — Parking lot launch areas
Portage Lakes State Park launch area

Long Lake (Red Barn Site)

Manchester Road visitor center

Nesmith Lake parking lot

North Reservoir parking lot

East Reservoir clock tower area

Summit Lake (North end)

Lock #1 north in downtown Akron near AES
building

10. Wolf Creek trailhead

11.Fairview Avenue trailhead

sl B Bt R B

12.Barberton downtown trailhead at Robinson Avenue

bridge
13.Firestone Metro Park parking lot
14.0ld State Park off SR619
15.Erwine Middle School
16.Coventry Jr. High School

Opportunities

Commercial landings: Put-in/Take-out Opportunities

b

Portages
1.

2s

Spaghetti Warehouse in Akron
Manchester Road at Long Lake (Young’s Hotel
development)
Clock Tower District at Long Lake channel
West Turkeyfoot Lake Road/SR619 district
Portage Lakes Drive at Long Lake Raceway/East
Reservoir
South Main Street District at East Reservoir
Places like Dano’s

Qhio & Erie Canal - None on the Canal but the

need for a mechanical lift
Tuscarawas River Diversion Raceway

a) Assume South Main Street bridge is replaced
b) North Turkeyfoot Road and Vaughn Road
¢) Vaughn Trail Crossing
d) Portage to Long Lake overland
Tuscarawas River

a) None
Lakes System

a) Long Lake at Portage Lakes Drive clock
tower

b) Portage to North Reservoir at Portage Lakes
Drive and neighborhood street

c) Portage at Manchester Road Indian

d) Portage at South Main Street and West
Caston Road from Turkeyfoot Lake channel
to Nimisilla Reservoir
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CONSULTANT:
Floyd Browne Group, 450 Grant Street, Akron Ohio 4431 |
Dennis Mersky, ASLA, Senior Principal

PROJECT COORDINATION:
Dan Rice, President & CEO, Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition
Dave Whited, Chief of Planning, Metro Parks, Serving Summit County

FUNDED PROVIDED BY:

Summit County Community Grant, Russ Pry, County Executive
Northern Ohio Golf Charities Foundation
Metro Parks, Serving Summit County



