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HIGH-SCHOOLER ‘LICHENS’ SUMMER JOB, DISCOVERS NEW 

LIFE IN OHIO AND SUMMIT COUNTY   
 

How did YOU spend your summer vacation? 

Tomas Curtis, 17, a soon-to-be senior at Tallmadge High School, has 

spent his summer working as a seasonal biologist for Summit Metro Parks. In his 

first few weeks, Curtis has identified several new lichens in Summit County, 

including a first-of-its kind finding for Ohio. 

Lichens are complex organisms composed of fungi and algae. They are 

not plants, but are often mistaken for them because of their colors and forms.  

Among the discoveries Curtis has made: 

• Peltigera canina, a lichen that has not been recorded in Summit 

County for 50 years; found along the Bike & Hike Trail in Boston 

Heights. 

• Canoparmelia crozalsiana, another brand-new record for the county; 

also found along the Bike & Hike Trail in Boston Heights. 

• Usnea strigosa, a new record for the county; found at Nimisila 

Reservoir Metro Park in Green. 

• Evernia mesomorpha, another county first; found in O’Neil Woods 

Metro Park in Bath. 

• Usnea hirta, a new record for Ohio; found in Liberty Park in Twinsburg. 

Mike Johnson, the park district’s chief of natural resources, said the 

specimen found at Nimisila Reservoir is especially significant because it is very 

sensitive to air quality. 
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Curtis said lichens are “pretty under-studied, but it’s definitely exciting to 

make discoveries for the first time.” He found most of the new lichens while 

actively searching for mosses and lichens. Usnea hirta, however, was found 

while Curtis was checking turtle traps, which the district uses to count and 

identify turtle populations. “I stumbled upon it,” he said. 

Curtis, whose father, Rob, is a full-time biologist for the park district, 

admits the work is in his blood. 

“I guess you could say that, yes,” the young biologist said. “I find all 

biology fascinating.” 

Curtis will be with the park district for about another month, and he hasn’t 

yet decided where to go after high school – but he does see college in his future. 

“I wouldn’t mind specializing in mosses or lichens, or lichens in particular,” 

he said. “Definitely something in this field.” 

For more information about Summit Metro Parks, call 330-867-5511 or 

visit summitmetroparks.org. 

 

                                                               *  *  *  *  * 
Summit Metro Parks manages 14,100 acres, including 16 parks, several conservation areas and 

more than 125 miles of trails, with 22.4 miles of the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail. Annual 
attendance averages 5.2 million visits. 
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